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Ab I stood by yon roofless tower. 

Where the wa'flower scents the dewy air. 
Where the howlet mourns in her ivy bower 

And tells the midnight moon her care ; 
The winds were laid, the air was still. 

The stars they shot along the sky ; 
The fox was howling on the hill. 

And the distant echoing glens reply. 
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CHAPTER I. 



Tlie drivers thorough the wood went. 

For to ntiae the deer ; 
Bowmen bickered upon the bent. 

With their broad arrowB clear. 

The wylde thorough the woodn went. 

On every side shear ; 
Grehounds through the groves glen^ 

For to kin thir deer. 

BaSadof Chevy Cfuue, old Edit. 

The appointed morning came in cold and 
raw, after the manner of the Scottish March 
weather. Dogs yelped^ yawned, and shivered, 
and the huntsmen, though hardy and cheerful 
in expectation of the day's sport, twitched dieir 
mawds, or lowland plaids, close to their throats. 
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and looked with some dismay at the mists which 
floated about the horizon, now threatening to 
^ink down on the peaks and ridges of prominent 
mountains, and now to shift their position under 
the iofluence of some of the uncertain gales, 
whicb rose and fell alternately, as they swept 
along the valley. 

Nevertheless the appearance of the whole 
formed, as is usual in almost all departments of 
the chase, a gay and a jovial spectacle. A brief 
truce seemed to have taken place between the 
nations, and the Scottish people appeared for 
the time rather as exhibiting iShe sports of their 
mountains in a friendly manner to the accom- 
plished knights and bonny^ archers of Old Eng- 
land, than as performing a feudal service, neither 
easy nor dignified in itself, at the instigation 
of usurping neighbours. The fig^es of the ca- 
valiers, now half seen, now exhibited fally, and 
at the height of strenuous exertion, according to^ 
the character of the dangerous and broken gronnd^ 
particularly attracted the attention of the pedes- 
trians, wlio> leading the dogs or beating the 
thiekets, dislodged such objects of chase as they^ 
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found in the dingles^ and kept theit eyes fize4 
upon their companions, rendered more remark- 
aUe from being monnted, and the speed at which 
they urged their horses; the disregard of all ac* 
cidents being as perfect as Melton Mowbray it- 
self, or^any other noted field pf hunters of the 
present day, can exhibit. 

Ilie principles on which modern and ancient 
hunting were conductec^ are, however, as differ- 
ent as possible. A fox, or even a hare is, in our 
own day, considered as a sufficient apology for a 
day's. exercise to forty or fifty dogs, and nearly 
as many men and horses ; but the ancient chase, 
even though not terminating, as it ofiten did, in 
battle, carried with it objects more important, and 
an interest immeasurably more stirring. If in- 
deed one species of exercise can be pointed out 
as more universally exhilarating and engrossing 
than others, it is certainly that of the chase. The 
poor overlaboured drudge, who has served out 
his day of life, and wearied all his energies in 
the service of his fellow mortals — he who has 
been for many years the slave of agriculture, or 
(still worse) of manufactures— engaged in raising 



8 CASTLE DANGEROUS* 

a single peck of coin fibm y^ to ye^^ ofr in the 
monotonotis kbburs-of llie'des{k-^^HC)Em'lia^ 
main dead to th^ gefiei^'ik^pines^'tdi^ii .'t)ie 
chase sweeps^ past him ^^HtU houhdtuitl bom, and 
for a moment fihh aH ihe elttltetiUn of the 
proudest cslv^^t who |)£trtakes the amui^tment. 
Let any otie idio haos'SidtbieSlsed th^ sight, recall 
to his imaginatiott the vigour and lively interest 
whieh he has' seen inspired into a village, inclu* 
ding the oldest smd feebly of its inhabitants. 
In the words of Wordsworth, it is, on^'snch oc- 
easions, 

" Up, Timotliy, up witK your staff and away. 
Not a soul win remaiii in tlie village to-day ; 
The hare has ^st startod from.Hainflloii'Ji grauiidiy 
And Skiddaw is glad with the cry of the houndsu" 

t 

^ But compare these inspiting sounds to the 
burst of a whole* fettdal population enjoying 
the sport, whose 'Utes,' iiist^ad of being spent 
in the monotonotis tdil'of lifodetn Evocations, 
have been agitated by the hazards of war, and of 
the chase, its near resemblance, and you must 
necessarily suppose ihat the excitation is ex- 
tended, like a fire which catches to dry heath* 
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To use the coi^mon e;q)ressioD, borrowed from 
fmQt|fi(Q|:.xu)[^ijysen]^$]g[it9 .^11 is. fish that ..comes, in 
tl^e xiet .011^^9^ ,9|Cf^on|}« An ancient huntingw 
m;atcl]L,,(|bI^,;iatj«2;^ of4h^ ffsv^sg^. excepted) \l^a8 
almost ^qvffl to, a mi^dem 1)«tt^» whi^iji the strife 
tpoHf, plape OQ the, 9i;rjE^ce of ,a va4Qd and unequal 
cppjPtryv . A*,vhc(k di^nat powrgd forth its in- 
habitants^ who. formal a xiag. of great extent, 
called teqhnically a tinclLeli and, advancing and 
narrpwipg. their^ cif de. by. degrees, droye before 
ti^em tha alarmed anin^Is of every kind; all and 
each of which, as they burst from the thicket or 
the moorland, were objects of the bow, the jave- 
lin, or whateve;r missile weapons the hunters po&» 
sessed^ while others were run down and worried 
by large greyhounds, or more frequently brought 
to bay, whi^n the more, important peisonis present 
claimed for themselves .th^ plci^sure. of putting 
them to deatlf, wf th tjb^ chiTab;9i])9 hands, incur- 
ring indiyidi^y^ sinc\ |%ger .^ i?. iirfeTred from 
a mortal contest eyen,,w;th the timid buck, 
when he i^ hrought^to. the de^tli-struggle, and 
has no cnmoe but yielding his life, or patting 

a2 
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himself upon the defensire, by the £d of his 

» 

splendid antlers, and with all the courage of 
despair. 

The quantity of game found in Douglas Dale 
on this occasion was very considerable, fw, as 
already noticed, it was a long time since a 
hunting upon a great scale had been attempt* 
ed under the Douglasses themselves, whose 
misfortunes had commenced, several years be- 
fore, with those of their country. The English 
garrnon, too, had not sooner judged themselves 
strong or numerous enough to exerdse these 
valued feudal privileges. In the meantime the 
game increased considerably. The deer, the 
wild cattle, and the wild boars, lay near the foot 
of the mountains, and made frequent irruptions 
into the lower part of the valley, which in Don* 
glas Dale bears no small resemblance to an oasis, 
surrounded by tangled woods and broken moors, 
occasionally rocky, and showing large tracts of 
that bleak dominion to which wild creatures glad- 
ly escape when pressed by the neigbbourhood 
of man* 
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As tlie hunters traversed the spots which sepa- 
ratcfd the field from the wood, there was always 
a stlmulatiug^ imcertamty what sort of game was 
to be found, and the marksman, with his bow 
ready bent, or his javelin poised, and his good 
and well-bitted horse thrown upon its haunches, 
ready for a sudden start, observed watchfully 
what should rush from the covert, so that, were 
it deer, boar, wolf, wild cattle, or any other spe^ 
cies of game, he might be in readiness. 

The wolf, which, on account of its ravages, 
was the most obnoxious of the beasts of prey, 
did not, however, supply the degree of diversion 
which his name promised ; he usually fled fcur — 
in some instances many miles — ^before he took 
courage to turn to bay, and though formidable at 
such moments, destroying both dogs and men by 
his terrible bite, yet at other times was rather de- 
spised for his cowardice. The boar, on the other 
hand, was a much more irascible and courageous 

The wild cattle, the most formidable of all 
the tenants of the ancient Caledonian forest, 
were^ however^ to the Knglish cavaliers, by hat 
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the most interey^tiog, olijfie^ of. pwsmt<f Al- 
togethejT, the ripgipg if^ b\igj#p, .^e^^4?la<tariiig of 
horses' hpc^ t^e jowuiff wd b^viflg tpf the 
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* These Bulk are thus described bj Het^T BoeliiUi coqpeiiuiig 
whom be says — " In this wood (namely the Caledonian wood,) 
were soinffti]i|e wliiib hvMh Wilk crisp ttid cttrl&ig idAnes, like 
fierce lions ; ai|d tbpi)g;b tbef .setepte^^ m^ ^nd tame in ti^e^ i^9M^ 
nent figure of tbeir bodies, tbey were more wild than any otber 
lieasts, and bad sncb- batred agauut tKe socletf and edmpany of 
men, tbat tbegr^oeycr etm4 in tba wood* nor.lfMrifs wbnartbej 
fi>nnd any foot or band tbereo^ and |n*ny ^ys ai^er tbey eat not of 
ibe berbs tbat were toucbed or bandied by man«' Tbese bulb were 
so wild, tbat tbey YFefeBetertajKnlmtbfsligbtiitd«nttybdHair» 
and so impatient/ tbat after tbey were taken tbjey ,died;'fr(»ii insfip- 
portable dolour. As soon as any man invaded tbese bulls, tbey 
Vusbed with aadh. terrible presb vponblm tbat €key ^tttick bim to 
tbe eartb, taking no £ear of bounds sharp lan^^ or ptber, most 
penetratiFe weapons.** — Soetius, Chron. Scot. Vol. L page xxxix. 

Tbe wild cattle of this breed, which are now only known in one 
manor in England, tbat of Cbillingbam Castle, in Northumberland, 
were, in tbe memory of man, still preserved in three places in Scot> 
land, namely, Drumlanrig, Cumbernauld, and tbe park at Hamil- 
ton Palace, at all of wbicb j^laces, except' tbe last, I believe tbey 
have now been destroyed, on account of ibeu* ferocity. But 
though those of modem dayd were remarkable for tbeir white co- 
lour, witb black muzzles, and exbSbiting, in a small degree, the 
/black mane, about tbitee o^ feur incbes long, witb which the bulls 
in particular were distingdisbed, tbey do not by any means come 
near tbe terrific description given us by the ancient authors, which 
Jus made some naturalists think that these animaDi probably refer 
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enraged mountain eaCtle, the sobs of deer man-^ 
gled by fhriottlingtiog^s, the Wild shouts of exult^ 
ation of &e iai^n,--i^ilhade a chorus which extend* 
ed faix through the scene in which it arose, and 
seemed to threaten the inhabitants of the valley 
eVfen !n its iiimost recesses. ' 

; i 

• Dorlog the cour,88. of the . hssitingy when a 
8fiig:'0t a hci&t wasr ejected, one of die wild 
cattle often came rushing forward,. bearing down 
theyoiing trees, crashing the bi^ancfhes in'its pro- 
gress, ana hx general, dlspe^bg >^hateTe^ «ppo- 
sittoQ ,was presented:to k by the hunters. Sir 
•John de Walton was the' only one of the chivalry 
of the party wlu) individually, suefi^eded. in mas* 
teringf one of these powerful animals* Like 

* . > • •• 

to a difiEerentB^clos, thou|;]ti |>pss^ai]|ig the same geii<;^al habits, 
and included iA %^ 6ame; genus. Th/ hQiMSS which are qffaen dis- 
covered in Scottish n^osses, belong certainly tp ari^ce of animals 
much larger than .those ,of (^illingham> whi^h ^eldom grow to 
above 80 ston^(of 14 lbs,), thj9,g^era^ Yeight.yaryijag fro^ 60 to 
80 stone. We should be accounted yfi'y n^ligent by one doss of 
readers, did we not record that th^ b^,|[uriU9]|ked by those cattle 
•is of ezcoUent flavour, and finely marbled. 
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a Spanish tauridbr, lie IxNre down and 
with his lance a ferodons bnll ; two well grown 
ealres and three kine were. also slain^ being un-* 
aUe to carry off the quantity of arrows, jave* 
lins, and other nnssiles, directed against them 
by the archers and drivers; but many otherSy 
in spite of every endeavour to intercept them, 
escaped to their gloomy haunts in the remote 
skirts of the mountain called Caimtable^ with 
their hidei^ well feathered with those marks of 
human enmity* 

A large portion of* the morning was spent in 
this way, until a particular blast from the master 
id the hunt announced that he had not forgot 
the discreet custom of the repast^ which, on such 
occasions, was provided for upon a scale propor- 
tioned to the multitude who had been convened 
to attend the sport. 

The blast peculiar to the time, assembled the 
whole party in an open space in a wood, where 
their numbers had room and accommodation to 
sit down upon the green turf, the slain game af- 
fording a plentiful supply for roasting or broil- 



6ASTLE DANGEROUS. . 15 

in^, 'an employment in whidi the lower class 
were all immediately engaged ; while puncheons 
and pipes, placed in readiness, and scientifically 
opened, supplied Gascoigne vnney and mighty 
ale, at the pleasure of those who chose to appeal 
to' diem. 

The knights, whose rank did not admit of 
interference, were seated by themselves, and 
ministered to by their squires and pages, to 
whom such menial services were not accounted 
disgraceful, but, on tiie contrary, a proper step 
of their education. The number of those dis-^ 
tinguished persons seated upon the present occa^ 
sion at the table of dais, as it was called, (in 
virtue of a canopy of green boughs with which 
it was overshadowed,) comprehended Sir John 
de Walton,' Sir Aynier de Valence, and some re- 
verend brethren dedicated to the service of Saint 
Bride, who, though Scottish ecclesiastks, were 
treated with becoming respect by the English 
soldiers* One or two Scottish retainers or vava- 
sours, maintaining, perhaps in prudence, a suit* 
able deference to the English knights, sat at the 
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bottom of the table^aad ai maB^ Suglisharcliersy 
peculiarly. sespoctedubTi ^tbciir *8tq[>fitton;^> were 
invited, . .aooo? dmg >to t]ra •sibdeto! plttme^ • to die 
honours )of' the -^ittiiigio i*---* J ' ^*>»'ii\ nw i 

Sir Jdm de WalU>D safeat the heaiof tb^ taUe ; 
his eye^ though, it eeemed' to hawe i^o oerliun 
object,' yet'nerer for a monsBt 'risnMiiied sta- 
tionaqry, but glaneed ^fipom 'One GcnustenaiM^e to 
another of the ring^ finrmed Irf his gnestsy fer 
such they all were^'UC doubt^ ihou^ he/him&elf 
could hardly have told upott td»ft piiiudple 
he had issued die invitatiDBS; and dven appa- 
rently iras at a loss to thlal: what^ in one or two 
cases, had procured him the honourof thebr pre- 
sence. 

One person in particular caugiit De Walton's 
eye, as having die air €f a redoubted iten-^it- 
arms, aUhougkitisteemttdssif&Nrtune badnotof 
late smiled upon his enteiprises. He uras a tall 
raw-booed man, of a^^ exlremely rugged coun- 
tenance, and hk skin, wfaii^ shewed itself through 
many a loophole in- his dress, exhibited a com- 
plexion which must have endured all the varie- 
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ties of' an butltifed' life | and akin to one who 
had^' aoeording' to tbe xnstoniary phrase, *' ta'en 
thje bebiris>ith Bobin Btue^^in dther words^ occh- 
pied tlie moors with him aaita insurgent* Some 
sMhi'ideii oetiainljr ctossed I>s Walton's mind. 
¥eitilie eppareaft ooobiess^ and absence of alarm, 
widi wJudhtthe stnnger. sat at the board of an 
finglisk -ottcery at>l2ie same iime being* wholly in 
hid power, bad much in itwhieb was irreconcilable 
widitanysiiohsiiggegtbn* DieWalton,and several 
ctf^hoseabcKit hiniy had iRthe eourse of the day 
obqeirvcd that this: tattiered oavBlier, the most re- 
nmtkable' parts of wlaiose garb and equipments 
conaisAed of an. old coat^of^^iail and a rusted yet 
massive partisan about eight feet long, was pos- 
sessed erf superior dull in llie art «£• hunting, to 
any individual of their numerous party. The go* 
vemor having looked at this suspidQus figuro-tm- 
til he had rendered the stranger awtu^ of the 
special interest whichbeattraietedyat length fill- 
ed a goblet of ich^ee wine, and requested him, 
as one of the best pupils of Sir Tristrem who 
had attended upon the day's chase, to pledge him 
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in a ymtage superior to llutt sappHed to ike ge- 
neral company. 

^< I suppose, however, sir,'' said De Wdtoi^ 
^ you will liare no objections to pot off my 
cIudleDge of a brimmer, until yov oaa answer 
my pledge in Gascoigne wine, which grew in the 
king's own danesne, was pressed liar his own l^)^ 
and is therefore fittest to be emptied to his ma* 
jesty'is health and prosperity*" 

^ One half of the island of Britain," said the 
woodsman, with great composure, ^^ will be of 
your honour's opinion ; but as I belong to the 
other hal^ eren the choicest liquor in Gaseony 
cannot render that health acceptable to me*" 

A. murmur of disaqpprobalion ran through the 
warriors {nrestnt; the priests hung their heads» 
loo|i:ed deadly grave, and muttered their patera 
nosters. 

^ You see, stranger," said De Walton stemlyt 
^^ that your speech discomposes the company/' 

<* It may be so," replied the man, in the same 
Uunt tone ; '^ and it may happen that there is 
no haim in the speech notwithstanding." 



CASTLE BAJTGEROUS. 19 

^^ Do you consider that it is made in my pre* 
sence ?' answered De Walton. 

** Yes, Sir Governor." 

'^ And bare you Aovgkt wbat must be the 
necessary inference ?' continued De Walton. 

^^ I may form a round guess^" answered the 
stranger, ^^ what I m^ht have to Hear, if your 
safe condact and word of honour, when inyiting 
me to this hunting, were less trustworthy than 
I know full well it really is. But I am your 
guest — ^your meat is even now passing my throat 
— ^your cup, filled with right good wine, I have 
just now quaffed off — and I would not fesff the 
rankest Paynim infidel, if we stood in such re<* 
lation together, much less an English knight. 
I tell yon, besides. Sir Knight, you undervalue 
the wine we hove quaffed. The high flavour 
and contents of your cup, grow where it will^ 
give me spirit to tell you one or two circum* 
stances, which cold cautious sobriety would, in 
a moment like this, have left unsaid. You wish, 
I doubt not, to know who I am ? My christian 
name is Michael — my surname is that of Tum^ 



I 
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bull, a redoubted ckii» to wbo0$ bonoun, even 
in tbe field of hunliog or of .batde^ I bave added 
something. Mjr abode is.beiseaih ithe mouiH 
tain of Rubi^Iav, by thefair stream&of Teviot. 
You are surprised that I know how tO/bimt the 
wild cattle, — I^ wbo have inad^ them my sport 
from infancy in tbe lonely forests of Jed and 
Southdean, and have killed more of them .ihaa 
you or any Englishman in your best ever saw,' 
even if you include tbe doughty deeds oi this 
day." 

The bold borderer made this declaradon with 
the same provoking degree of coolness which 
predominated in his whole demeanoiv, and was 
indeed his principal attribute. His efiontery did 
not fiEul to produce its effect upon Sir John de 
Walton, who instantly called out, ^^ To arms ! to 
arms ! — Secure the spy and traitor ! Ho ! pages 
and yeomen — William, Anthony, Bend-the-bow, 
and Greenleaf — seize the traitor, and bind him 
* with your bowstrings and dog-leashes — ^bindhim, 
I say, until the blood start from beneath, his 
nail3 !'^» 
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*^ Here is A gfoodly summons 1*' said Turn- 
Inilhi wkkf jt sloit<irf'*h^i:^^'-laiig:Ii. ' ^< Were I as 
smretofi beiligi 4R8i#ei*eiA ly^ twenty meir t eould 
name^thdie^wottld'b^'l^mftU'iionbt of the upshot 
ofiifaiBfdily^ ''"•' '''"'^ ^ "' ' "' ' ■' " 

The /Sicheii' Aii^k%])^(i arotind thtl hunter, 
yet>laiiitno< htiSd on hiinV'^ofne of them being 
^nrittit^iiobe^e first trbd* br6k« like peace pro*- 
pet/te tbeooeadon;* 

.f^!TieU4ttc^^ said D« Walton, << thou traitor, 
for what waitest thou here 7* 

<^ Simply/atui' solely,^ said the Jed' forester, 
<^ that I Bsay* ^kKv^ up t» the Douglas the castle 
ofbis aneestois, «0d that! I may insure thee, Sir 
En^islHaan^^1Jie:|)ayment of thy deserts,' by cut- 
ting thal'very tkrqsrt; which thou makest such a 
bawlinp'U9e< bf." • 

At the siine time, perceiving that the yeomen 
were xarowdiag behind him to carry their lord's 
comiaands iaio exeimtiOn so soon as th^y should 
be reilsetated, the^mttsman turned himself short 
round upon those who appeared about to surplrise 
him, and haying, by the suddenness of the action, 
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induced diem to step back a pace, he proceeded 
• — ^ Yes, Jolin de Walton, my purpose was ere 
now to-liave put thee to death, as one whom I 
£nd in possession of thafr castle :euid territory 
which belong to my master, a knight much mort 
worthy than thyself; but I know not why I have 
paused — thou hast g^ven me food when I have 
hungered for twenty*f our hours, I have not there* 
fore had the heart to pay thee at advantage as 
thou hast deserved. Begone from this place and 
country, and take the fiiir warning of afoe; thou 
hast constituted thyself the mortal enemy of this 

« 

people, and there are those among them who 
have seldom been injured or defied with impu- 
nity. Take no care in searching after me, — ^it 
will be in vain, — until I meet thee at a time which 
will come at my pleasure, not thine. Push not 
your inquisition into cruelty, to discover by what 
means I have deceived you, for it is impossible 
for you to learn ; and with this friendly advice, 
look at me and take your leave, for although we 
shall one day meet, it may be long ere I see 
you again.'' 
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De Walton remained silent, h<^ing that his 
pnsoner, (for he saw no chance of his escaping,) 
might, in his communicatiye humonr, drop some 
more information^ and was not desirous to pre- 
cipitate a fray with which the scene was likely 
to conclude, unconscious at the same time of the 
advantage which .he thereby gave the daring , 
hunter. 

As Turnbull concluded his sentence, he made 
a sudden spring backwards, which carried him 
out of the circle formed around him, and before 
they were aware of his intentions, at once disap- 
peared among the underwood. 

" Seize him — seize him !" repeated De Wal- 
ton; ^^ let us have him at least at our discretion, 
unless the earth has actually swallowed him." 

This indeed appeared not unlikely, for near 
the place where TurnbuU had made the spring, 
there yawned a steep ravine, into which he 
plunged, and descended by the assistance of 
branches, bushes, and copsewood, until he reach- 
ed the bottom, where he found some road to 
the outskirts of the forest, through which he 



24 



CASTLE DAN.G£SOUS« 



jnade liis escape, leaving the most expert woods- 
men among the pursuers totally at fault, and 
unable to trace his footsteps* 
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CHAPTER 11. 



This interlude carried some confusion into 
tke proceedings of. the hunt, thus suddenly sur-^- 
prised by the apparition of Michael TurnbulV 
an armed an^ avowed follower of the House of 
Souglas, a sight so little to be expected in the 
territory where his master was held a rebel and 
a bandit, and where he himself must have been 
well known to most of the peasantry present 
The circumstance made an obvious impression on 
the English chivalry. Sir John de Walton looked 
grave and thoughtful, ordered the hunters to be 
assembled on the spot, and directed liis soldiers 
to commence, a strict search among the persons 
who had attended the chase, so as to discover 
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whether Tumbull had any companions among 
them; but it was too late to make that enquiry 
in the strict fiushion which De Walton directed* 

The Scottish attendants on the chase, when 
they beheld that the hunting, under pretence of 
which they were called together, was interrupted 
for the purpose of laying hands upon their per- 
sons, and subjecting them to examination, took 
care to suit their answers to the questions put 
to them ; in a word, they kept their own secret^ 
if they had any. Many of them, oonscioos cf 
being the weaker party, became afiniid of fool 
play, slipt away ham the places to which they 
had been appointed, and left the hunting-match 
like men who conceired they had been invited 
with no friendly intent Sir Jdin de Walton 
became aware of the decreasing numbers of Ae 
Scottish — their gradual difl^>peaiance awaken- 
ing in the English knight that degree of snapi*' 
tion whi^ had of late become his peculiar dift* 
racteristic. 

<< Take, I pray thee," said he to Sir Aymerde 
Valence, ^ as many men^et-^urms as thoa caaat 
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get together in fiye minutes spaee» woA at least 
a hundred cxf the mounted archeffl^ and lide 9$ 
fast as thou canst, without permittii^ them to 
straggle from thy standard^ te retn£urce die gar« 
lison of Douglas ; for I have my ewb thoughti 
what may hare been attempted on the castiei 
when we observe with onr own eyes sueh a nest 
of tmitors here assembled.'' 

^^ With reverence, Sir John,'' replied Aymery 
^ you shoot in this Inatter rather beyond the 
moiiu That die Scottish peasents have bad 
thonghts against us, I will be the laat to deny ; 
but long debarred from any silvan q^ort, you 
cannot wonder at their arowding to any diver* 
mem by wood or river, and still less at their 
being easily alarmed as to ike oertainty of the 
«ife footing on which they stand with us. The 
le»it rough nsi^ is likely to strike ikesx with, 
fear, and with the desire of escape^ and so" — 

^^ And so," said Sir John de Walton, who had 
listened with a degree of impatience scarce con-^ 
sistent with die grave and formal politeness which 
one kni^t was accustomed to bestow upon an- 
other, *< and so I would rather see Sir Aymer 
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de Valence busy his horse's heels to execute my 
orders, than give his tongne the trouble of im- 
pugning them.'' 

' At this sharp reprimand, all present lo<^ed 
at each other with indications of marked dis- 
pleasure. Sir Aymer was highly offended, but 
saw it was no time to indulge in reprisal. He 
bowed imtQ the feather which was in his barret- 
cap mingled with his horse's mane, and without 
reply — ^for he did not even choose to trust his 
voice in reply at the moment — ^headed a con- 
siderable body of cavalry by the straightest road 
back to the Castle of Douglas. 

When he came to one of those eminences 
from which he could observe the massive and 
complicated towers and walls of the old fortress, 
with the glitter of the broad lake, which sur- 
rounded it on three sides, he felt much pleasure 
at the sight of the great banner of England, whidi 
streamed from the highest part of the building. 
'* I knew it," he internally said ; " I was certain 
that Sir John de Walton had become a very wo- 
man in the indulgence of his fears and suspicions. 
Alas ! that a situation of responsibility should so 
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much have altered a disposition which I have 
known so noble and so knightly ! By this good 
day, I scarce knew in what manner I should de- 
mean me when thus publicly rebuked before the 
garrison. Certainly he deserves that I should^ 
at some time or other, let him understand, that) 
however he may triumph in the exercise of. his 
short-lived command, yet when man is to meet 
with man, it will puzzle Sir John de Walton to 
show himself the superior of Aymer de Valence, 
or perhaps to establish himself as his equal* But 
i^ on the contrary, his fears, however fguitastic^ 
are sincere at the moment he expresses them, 
it becomes me to obey punctually commands, 
which, however absurd, are imposed in conse- 
quence of the governor's belief that they are 
rendered necessary by the times, and not inven- 
tions designed to vex and domineer over his 
officers in the indulgence of his official powers. 
I would I knew which is the true statement of 
•the case, and whether the once famed Oe Wal- 
ton is become afraid of his enemies more than 
'fits a knight, or makes imaginary doubts the 
pretext of tyrannizing over his friend. I cannot 
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say it mnM make mnch cUfference to bm, but I 
ifOttld rather hare it that the man I once loved 
had turned a petty tyrant than a weakHspuifted 
eowatd; and I ironid be content ^t he ahoirid 
atody to y ex me, ralherthan be afraid of Us mm 
ahadoir» 

Withtheae ideas paasing in his mind, the yoong 
knight croflaed the causeway wUch ttareraed ikt 
{deoe of water that fed the meat, and, peaaing 
nnder the strongly fortified gateway, gave strict 
orders for letting down the porteollis, and elev»* 
ting the drawbridge, even at the appearance of 
De Walton's own standard before it. 

A dow and guarded movepient from ^ hunt* 
ing-ground to the Castle of Doogbs, gaye liie 
goyemor unple time to recoyer his t^nper, and 
to £»iget that his yoimg Mend had shown leas 
alacritythannsnalin obeying his commands. He 
was evten disposed to treat as a jest the kngtii 
of time and extreme degree of ceremony witli 
-which eyery point of martial discipline was ob» 
serred on his own re-admission to tiie eastie, 
tiliongh the raw air of a wet spring eyeniag 
whisded aronnd his own imsheltered person, and 
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tkofle of hiB followers, as they waked before the 
oastle-^ate for the exchange of passwords, the 
delivery of keys, and all the slow mumtiss attend* 
ant upon the movements of a garrison in a well* 
guarded fortress. 

^* Come/' said he to an old knight, who was 
peevishly blaming the lieutenant-governor, ** it 
was my i>wn £etult ; I spoke but now to Aytn^ 
de Valence witfi more authoritative emphasis 
Aan his newly dubbed dignity was pleased with, 
and this precise style of obedience is a piece of 
not unnatural and very pardonable revenge* 
Well, we will owe him a return, Sir PhiUp^ 
Shall we not ? T^ is not a n^ht to keep a 
man at the gate/' 

This dialog^e^ overheard by some of the 
squires and pages, was bandied about from one 
to another, until it entirely lost the tone of good 
humour in which it was spoken, and the offence 
was one for which Sir John de Walton and old 
|[ir Philip were to meditate revenge, and was 
said to have been represented by the governor as 
a piece of mortal and intentional offence on the 
part of his subordinate officer. 
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Thus an increasing feud went on from day to 
day between two warriors, wbo, with no just 
eause of quarrel, had at heart every reason to 
esteem and love each other. It became visible 
in the fortress even to those of the lower rank, 
who hoped to gain some consequence, by intor- 
mingling in the species of emulation produced 
by the jealousy of the commanding officers — an 
emulation which may take place, indeed, in the 
present day, but can hardly have the same sense 
of wounded pride and jealous dignity attached to 
it, whidi existed in times when the personal 
honour of knighthood rendered those who pos- 
sessed it jealous of every punctilio. 

So many Uttle debates took place between 
the two knights, that Sir Aymerde Valence 
thought himself under the necessity of writing 
to his uncle and namesake, the Earl of Pern* 
broke, stating that his officer. Sir John de Wal- 
ton, had unfortunately of late taken some degree 
of prejudice against him, and that, after having 
borne with many provoking instances of his dis- 
pleasure, he was now compelled to request that 
his place of service should be changed from the 
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Castle of Douglas, to wlierever honour cqiild be 
acquired) and time might be given to put an end 
to his present cause of complaint against his 
commanding officer. Through the whole letter, 
young Sir Aymer was particularly cautious how 
he expressed his sense of Sir John de Walton's 
jealousy or severe usage ; but such sentiments 
are not easily concealed, and in spite of him an 
air of displeasure glanced out from several pass-» 
ages, and indicated Im discontent with his uncle's 
old friend. and companion in arms, and with the 
sphere of military duty which his unele had him* 
self assigned him. 

An accidental movement among the English 
troops brought Sir Aymer an answer to his let- 
ter sooner than he could have hoped for at that 
time of day, in the ordinary course of corre- 
fipondence, which was then extremely slow and 
interrupted. 

Pembroke, a rigid old warrior, entertained 
the most partial opinion of Sir John de Walton,- 
who was a work as it were of his own hands, 
and was indignant to findXhat his -nephew, whom 
he considered as a mere boy, elated by having 
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liad'the dignity qf IiHiglithood conferred upoA 
liim at an age unusually eaily, did not absolutely 
coincide with him in this opinion. He replied to 
him, accordingly, in a tone of high diq)leasare, 
and expressed himself as a person of rank would 
write to a young and dependent kinsman vpm 
ike duties of his profession ; and, as he gather* 
ed his nephew's cause of complaint from his 
own letter, he conceived Ihat he did him no in- 
justice in making if slighter than it really was. 
He reminded the young man that the study of 
ddTolry osnristed in the faithful and patient 
discharge of military service, whether of high or 
low degree, according to the circumstances in 
which war placed the champion. That above aH, 
Ae post of danger, which Douglas Casde had 
been tenned by common consent, was also the 
post of honour ; and that a young man should 
be cautious how he incurred the supposition of 
being desirous of quitting his present honourable 
<eommand, because he was tired of the disc^Kne 
<^ a military director so renowned as Sir John 
^e Walton. Much also there was, as was natural 
in a letter of that time, concerning the 4aty of 
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young men, whether in eouneil er In ann% to 
be guided implidtly by their elders ; and it 
vae observed, with ju^ce, that the commanding 
offieer» who had put himself into the dtuation of 
being responsible wi& hk honour, if not his Ufe^ 
for the evani; of the siegie <Hr Uodkade, might 
justly^ ajQMl in a di^;ree more than oonunon, claim 
ibfi implicit direction of the whole defence* 
LtSfitly, Pembroke reminded his uiq^w that his 
was, in a great measure, d^eadent upon the 
repoH of 1^ John de Walton &r the eharaetcar 
wUeh he was to sustain in after life ; and remind-* 
ed bimy that a few actions of headlong and in^ 
eonaidemte yalour would not so firmly found his 
military reputation, as months and years spent 
in cegular, humble, and steady obedience to tht 
ttanmaaids which the govenHxr of Douglas Cas<p 
tie might think necessary in so dangerous a 
ranjuncture. 

This misrive arrived within so short time after 
the dea;>at<^ of the lettea: to which it was a reply^ 
that jSir Aymer was almost tempted to suppose 
that his uncle had some mode of eorrespcmding 
mth De Walton^ imknown to the yauB^ knigbj; 
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liim^elf, and to the rest of the garrison. And 
as the earl alluded to some particular displeasure 
which had been exhibited by De Valence on a 
late trivial occasion, his uncle's knowledge of 
^isy and other minutise, seemed to confirm his 
idea that his own conduct was watched in a man- 
ner which he did not feel honourable to himself, 
or dignified on the part of his relative; in a 
word, he conceived himself exposed to that sort 
of surveillance of which, in all ages, the young 
have accused the old. It hardly needs to say, 
that the admonition of the Earl of Pembroke 
greatly chafed the fiery spirit of his nephew ; 
insomuch, that if the earl had wished to write a 
letter purposely to in<»rease the prejudices whidi 
he desired to put an end to, he could not. have 
made use of terms better calculated for that 
effect 

The truth was, that the old archer, CUIbert 
Greenleaf, had, without the knowledge of the 
young knight, gone to Pembroke's camp, in 
Ayrshire, and was recommended by Sir John de 
Walton to the earl, as a person who could give 
«uph nunute. information req>eGting Aymer de 
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Valence, as he might desire to receive. The old 
archer vrosy as we have seen, a formalist, and 
wken pressed on some pqinte of Sir Aymer de 
Valence's discipline, he did not hesitate to throw 
out hints, which, connected with those in the 
knighfs letter to his uncle, made the severe old 
earl adopt too implicitly the idea that his nephew 
was indulging a spirit of insubordination, and a 
sense of impatience under authority, most dan- 
gerous to the character of a young soldier. A 
little explanation might have produced a com- 
plete agreement in tiie sentiments of both ; but 
for tills, fate allowed ueitiier time nor opportu- 
nity ; and the old earl was unfortunately induced 
to become a party, instead of a negotiator, in 
the quarrel, 

** And by decision more embroird tbe fray.** 

Sir John de Walton soon perceived, tiiat the 
receipt of Pembroke's letter did not in any re- 
spect alter tiie cold ceremonious conduct of his 
lieutenant towards him, which limited tiieir in- 
tercourse to what their situation rendered in<fis- 
pensable, and exhibited no advances to any mo^e 
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frank or mfzmate connenon. Thni) as may 
aomedmes be the case between officen in their 
relative sitaatioiiB even at tiie piesent day, liiey 
Temained in lliat eeld stiff degree of official eom- 
nimieation, in-wliicli tbeir intercomseiras limited 
to as few ezpresrions as the respeetihre dotieB cC 
their situation absolutely demanded. Omit m 
«t8te of misunderstanding is, in &et, worse llam 
a downright quarrel; — the hitter nay be cts* 
plained or apologized £sr, or become the subject 
of mediation; but in sudi aease as the fbmer^ 
an ^2(ilrctMemfii^ is as milikely to take pkK» as 
general ei^agement between two amies wbaA 
hBC¥e taken up strong defensive positions on bolk 
sides. Duty, howev^, obliged llie two principal 
persons in the garrison of Douglas Casde, to he 
« often together, when they were so £ar from seek- 
ing an opportunity of making up matters, that 
they uSurily revived ancient subjects of debate. 
It was upon such an oceasien that De WahoB, 
'in a very formsi mani^, asked De Valenee kt 
wbat capacity, and for Ivow long time, it was his 
pleasure that tiie minstrel, called Bertram, skoiild 
remain at the eastie. 
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^^ A xreek)'' said the govemor^ << is oertatnly 
liKQg enougb, in this time and plaee^ to expiem 
the hospitality due to a minstrel.'' 

*^ Certainly," rallied the yonng man, ^ I have 
not interest eno«gk in the subject to form a 
smgle wish upon it" 

^ In that eaae^" resumed De Walton» <^ I shall 
iKiqnest of this person to cot short his visk at the 
Castle of Donglas." 

^ I know no particular interest," replied 
Aymer de Valenee, ^^ which I can posnbly have 
in lliis man's snotions. He is here under pretenee 
ef making some researches after tiie writinga 
of Thomas of Eseeldoua, called the Rhymer, 
whiiji he says are infinitely curious, and of 
windi there is a Tolmne in the old Baron's study^ 
saved somehow &om the flames at the last em. 
flagration* This told, you know as much of his 
errand as I do ; and if you hold the presence €£ 
a wandering old num, andHhe neighbourhood 
of a boy, dangerous to the 'castle under your 
ekai^e, you will no doubt do well to £smisa 
them,-— 4t will cost but a word of your rnouA.** 

^ Pardon nte," said De Wakloa; " the minstrci 
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came here as one of your retinue, and I could 
not, in fitting courtesy, send him away without- 
your leave." 

" I am sorry, then," answered Sir Aymer, 
<^ in my turn, that you did not mention your 
purpose sooner. I never entertained a depend- 
ent vassal or servant, whose residence in the 
castle I would wish to have prolonged a moment 
beyond your honourable pleasure." 

" I am sorry," said Sir John de Walton, ^' that 
we two have of late grown so extremely cour* 
teous that it is difficult for us to understand each 
other. This minstrel and his son come from 
we know not where, and are bound we know 
not whither. There is a report among some of 
your escort, tiiat this feUow Bertram upon the 
way had the audacity to impugn, even to your 
face, the King of England's right to the crown 
of Scotland, and that he debated the point with 
you, while your other attendants were desired 
by you to keep behind and out of hearing." 

" Hah !" said Sir Aymer, " do you mean to 
found on that circumstance any charge against 
my loyalty ? I pray you to observe, that such 
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an averment would toucli mine honour, which 
I am ready and willing to defend to the last 
gasp." 

" No doubt of it, Sir Knight," answered the 
governor ; ^^ but it is the strolling minstrel, and 
not the high-born English knight, against whom 
the charge is brought. Well! the minstrel 
coines to this castle, and he intimates a wish 
that his son should be allowed to take up hia 
quarters at the little old convent of Saint Bride,^ 
where two or three Scottish nuns and friars are 
still permitted to reside, most of them rather 
out of respect to their order, than for any good- 
will which they are supposed to bear the Eng« 
lish or their sovereign. It may also be noticed,, 
that this leave was purchased by a larger sum 
of money, if my information be .correct, than is 
usually to be foimd in the purses of travelling 
minstrels, a class of wanderers alike remarkable 
for their poverty and for their genius. What 
do you think of all this ?' 

" I ?" — ^replied De Valence ; " I am happy 
that my situation, as a soldier under conmiand, 
altogether dispenses with my thinking of it at 
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alL My post, as lieutenant of your eoade^ is 
sach^ that if I can manage matters so as to call 
my honour and my soul my own^ I must think 
that quite enough of fiee-wiU is lefitat my comr- 
mand ; smd I promise you shall not have again 
to refwrey or send a bad report of me to my 
nnde, on tliat account.'' 

<< This is beyond sufferance P' said Sir Joikn 
de Walton half aside, and then proceeded alood 
•<— *< Do not, for Heaven's sake, do y oorself and 
me the injn^ce of supposing diat I am endear* 
Touring to gain an advantage over you by these 
questions* Recollect, young knight, that when 
you evade giving your commanding officer your 
advice when required, you fsdl as mudi in point 
•f duty, as if you declined affbrdii^ him tbe 
assistance of your sword and lance/' 

^ Sudi being the case»" answered De Va- 
lence, ^* let me know plainly on what matter it 
m that you require my opmion ? I will deliver 
it plainly, and stand by the result, even if I 
should have the misfbrtune (a crime imparddn- 
abie in so young a nMui, and so is^erior asi oSt^ 
eer) to difer fiom tliat oS Sir Jdm de Waltipu' 
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«< Z ^fouid tsk ywi Aen, Sk Knigiit ^ Va> 
lenee,** aittmnered the governor, *^ whnt is yoior 
iq^ioa witk respect to -this suBStrel, BevtndM, 
mid wbetfaer Ae saspidonB respecting kim aad 
hiB 8on are not sadi as to eall -mjpen me^ in pei^ 
formaace of my dntjr, to pnt Atm to a close ei»* 
aination, -Witt tlie qnestion oidinary and ^ctn* 
oidnmry, as is tunal m sach cases, and to aspel 
Aem not only imn tiie castle, but from tiie 
wkok territory of Douglas Dale, imder pain of 
scomging, if they be again found wandering in 
these parts.'' 

^< You ask me my opinion," said De Valence^ 
<< and you shall have it. Sir Knight of Waltai, 
as freely and fairly, as if matters stood betwixt us 
on a footing as friendly as they ever did. I agrea 
with you^ that most of those who in these days 
profess the sdenee of minstrelsy, are allogeHlier 
unquaiMed to saj^ort the higher pretensions sf 
that noble order. Minstrels by right, aro men 
who hare dedicated themselves to the xMible oecu- 
;nition of oelebiating knightly deeds and gene- 
rous principles ; it is in tbeir veiro that the valiant 
knight is handed down to £me^ and the poet has 
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a right, nay is bound, to emulate the virtues wMch 
he praises. The looseness of the times has dimi- 
nished the consequence, and impaired the mo- 
rality of this class of wanderers ; their satire and 
their praise are now too often distributed on no 
other principle than lore of gain ; yet let us hope 
that there are still among them some who know^ 
and also willingly perform, their duty. My own 
opinion is, that this Bertram holds himself as one 
who has not shared in the degradation of his 
brethren, nor bent the knee to tiie mammon of 
the times ; it must remain with you, sir, to judge 
whether such a person, honourably and morally 
disposed, can cause any danger to tiie Castle of 
Douglas. But believing, from the sentiments he 
has manifested to me, that he is incapable of play<» 
ing the part of a traitor, I must strongly remon- 
strate against his being punished as one, or sub- 
jected to the torture within the walls of an Eng- 
lish garrison. I should blush foe my country, if it 
required of us to inflict such wanton misery upon 
wanderers, whose sole fault is poverty ; and your 
own knightly sentiments will suggest more tiian 
would become me to state to Sir John de Walton, 
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unless in so far as is necessary to apologize for 
retaining my own opinion/' 

Sir John de Walton's dark brow was stricken 
with red when he heard an opinion delivered in 
opposition to his own, which plainly went to 
stigmatize his advice as ungenerous, unfeeling, 
and unknightly. He made an effort to preserve 
his temper, while he thus replied with a degree 
of calmness. " You have given your opinion, 
Sir Aymer de Valence ; and that you have given 
it openly and boldly, without regard to my own, 
I thank you. It is not quite so clear that I 
am obliged to defer my own sentiments to yours, 
in case the' rules on which I hold my office — 
the commands of the king — and the observations 
which I may personally have made, shall recom- 
mend to me a different line of conduct from 
that which you think it right to adopt." 

De Walton bowed, in conclusion, with great 
gravity; and the yoimg knight, returning, the 
reverence with exactly the same degree of stiff 
formality, asked whether there were any parti- 
cular orders respecting his duty in the castle ; 
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and haying received an answer in the negaliT^ 
took his departure. 

£Sr J<^ de 'WaIton5 afler an expresBion of 
impatience, as if disappointed at finding that the 
advance which he had made towards an ezplan»* 
tion with his young Mend had proved unex* 
pectedly abortiye, eamposed his brow as if to 
deep thought, and walked several times to and 
fro in the apartment, consodering what course 
he was to take in lliese circumstances* ^ It is 
hard to censure him severely," he said, *^ when 
I recollect that, on first entering upon li£ey my 
own thoughts and feelingB would have been ike 
same with those of this giddy and hotheaded, 
but generous boy* Now prudence teaches me 
to suspect mankind in a thousand instances, 
where perhaps there is not sufficient ground* if 
I am disposed to venture my own honour and 
fortene, rather than an idle travelling nrinstrel 
should sufier a little pain, whidk at all events I 
m%ht make up to him by money, still, have I a 
r%ht to run the risk of a conspiracy against tiie 
king, and &us advance the treasonable surrender 
of the Castle of Douglas, for which I know so 



•\ 



iUSTLE DA»GXB098» 47 

many sdiemes are fonned; for whieh^ too, none 
can be imagined so desperate but i^ents will be 
fonsd bold enougb to undertake the execution ? 
A man who holds my situation, although the 
slave of c(mscience, ougbt to learn to «et asida 
those &]se scruples which assume the appear^ 
anee of flowing from o«r own mond feeling, 
wbereas they are in £ict instilled by the sugges- 
tion of affected delicacy. I will not^ I swear 
by Heaven, be infscted by the follies of a boy 
such as Aymer ; I will not, that I may defer to 
his caprices, lose all that love, honour, and am- 
bition can propose, for the reward of twelve 
mMmths' service, of a nature the most watchful 
and unpleasant. I will go straiglit to my poin^ 
and use the ordinary precautions in Scotland^ 
which I should employ in Normandy or Gas* 
coigny. — What ho ! page ? who waits there ?'* 

One of his attendants replied to his summons 
-— << Seek me out Gilbert Greenleaf the archery 
and tell him I would speak with him toudiing 
tiie two bows and &e sheaf of arrows, conoernii^ 
which I gave him a commission to Ayr.'' 

A few minutes intervened after the order was 



48 CASTLE DAKGfiROUS. 

given, when tlie archer entered, holding in his 
hand two bowHStaves, not yet fashioned, and a 
number of arrows secured together with a ^nrig* 
He bore the mysterious looks of one whose 
apparent business is not of very great conse- 
quence, but is meant as a passport for other 
affairs which are in themselves of a secret nature. 
Accordingly, as the knight was silent, and af- 
forded no other opening for Greenleaf, that 
judicious negotiator proceeded to enter upon 
such as was open to him. 

** Here are the bow-staves, noble sir, whieh you 
desired me to obtain while I was at Ayr with 
the Earl of Pembroke's army. They are not so 
good as I could have wished, yet are perhaps of 
better quality than could have been procured by 
any other than a &ir judge of the weapon. The 
Earl of Pembroke's whole camp are frantic mad 
in order to procure real Spanish staves from the 
Groyne, and other ports in Spain; but though 
two vessels laden with such came into the port of 
Ayr, said to be for the King's army, yet I be-? 
lieve never one half of them have come into 
English hands. These two grew in Sherwood, 
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whidi having been seasoned since the time of 
Bobin Hood, are not likely to fidl either in 
str^tigth or in aim, in so strong a hand, and with 
so just an eye, as those of the men who wait on 
your worship " 

<< And who has got the rest, since two ships' 
cargoes of new bow-staves [are arrived at Ayr, 
and thou with diflSculty hast only procured me 
two old ones ?'' said the governor* 

<^ Faith, I pretend not skill enough to know,'^ 
answered Greenleaf, shrugging his shoulders*^ 
** Talk there is of plots in that country as well 
as here. It is said that their Bruce, and the 
rest of his kinsmen, intend a new May*game, 
and that the outlawed king proposes to land near 
to Turnberry, early in summer, with a number 
of stout kernes from Ireland ; and no doubt the 
men of his mock earldom of Carrick are getting* 
them, ready with bow and spear for so hopeful 
an undertaking. I reckon that it will not cost 
us the expense of more than a few score of 
sheaves^ of arrows to put all that matter ta 
rights." 

^* Do you talk then of conspiracies in this part 

VOL. IV. C 
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of iite eoantrjf Greenkaf ?' mad De Waltoii« 
^ I knoir you are a iagacknis teJlow^ well bced 
jGmt aiMiy a day to die use of the bent stidc «dl 
•tniig^ and will not allow sudi a praotiee to g» 
on under thy nose, without taking notice of it." 

^* I am old enonf h. Heaven knows,'* iaid 
Greenkaf ^* and have had good experience o£ 
these Scottish wars, and know weM whether 
these native Soots are a people to be trusted to 
by knight or yewnan. Say they area £edse gene* 
cation, and say a good archer told you so^ wk^ 
with a fair aim, seldom missed a handshreadth of 
the white. Ah ! nr, your honour knows ^ow to 
deal with than, — ride them strmgly, and rein 
them hard, — ^yod are not like those simple norioea 
who imagine that all is to be done by gentle- 
nesB, and wish to parade themselves as eoorteona 
and generous to those fidthless mounlaineets^ 
who ne ver,^ in the course of tibeir lives, knew any 
tincture either of courteousness or generosity.'* 

'^ Thou alludest to sonMi one^'* said the govern 
nor, <^ and I eharge thee, Gilbert, to be pbw 
and sincere with me. Thou knowest, methinks^ 
lihat in trusting me thou wiU cone to no harm?* 
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^^ It 18 true, it is true, sir,^' said the old rem« 
naiit of the wars, carryiiig his hand to his brow; 
^ bat it w^re imprudent to eommunicate all the 
remarks which float through an old man's brain 
in the idle moments of such a garrison as this* 
One stumbles unawares on £uitaffles, as. well as 
realities, and thus one gets, not altogether unde* 
senrediy, the cbaraeter of a tale-bearer and mis- 
chief-maker among his comrades, and ynethinha 
I would not willingly &11 uq^ that accusa* 
tioa/* 

<< Speak firankly to me,'' answered De WaltoUi 
<< and have no fear of being mssoonstrued, who* 
soever ihe conversation may concern.^' 
' <> Nay, in plain truth," answered Gilberti ^ I 
£ear not the greatness of this young kaigh^ 
being, aslam, the oldest soldier in IheganisoOf 
and having drawn a bowHstzing long and many 
a day ere he was weaned from, his nurse'a 
breast." 

** It is then,'' said De Walton^ ^^my lieutenant 
and Mend, Aymer de Valence^ at whom your 
•ui^cions point ?' 
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*< At nothing,'* replied the archer, ** touching 
the honour of the young knight himself, who is 
as brave as the sword he wears, and, his youth 
considered, stands high in the roll of English 
chivaby; but he is young, as your worship 
knows, and I own that in the choice of his com- 
pany he disturbs and alarms me.'' 
' ** Why, you know, Greenleaf," answered the 
governor, << that in the leisure of a garrison a 
knight cannot always confine his sports and plea* 
sures among diose of his own rank, who are not 
numerous, and may not be so gamesome or 
fond of firolic as he wouU desire them to be." 

<< I know that well," answered the archer; 
•* nor would I say a word concerning your ho- 
nour's lieutenant, for joining any honest fellows, 
however inferior their rank, in the wrestling ring^ 
or at a bout of quarterstaff. But if Sir Aym^ 
de Valence has a fondness for martial tales of 
former days, methinks he had better learn them 
from the ancieot soldiers who have followed 
Edward the First, whom God assoil^e, and. who 
have known before his time the Barons' wars 
and other onslaughts, in which the knights and 
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archers of merry England transmitted* so many 
gallant actions to be recorded by fiime; this 
truly, I. say, were more beseeming the Earl 
of Pembroke's nephew, than to See him closet 
himself day after day with a strolling minstrel, 
who gains ius Uvelihood by rearing nonsense 
and lies to such young men as are fond enough 
to believe him, of whom hardly any one knows 
whether he be English or Scottish in his opi- 
nions, and still less can any one pretend to say 
whether he is of English or Scottish birth, or 
with what purpose he lies lounging about this 
castle, and is left free to communicate every 
thing which passes within it to these old mut- 
terers of matins at Saint Bride's, who say with 
their tongues, Gpd save King Edward, but pray in 
their hearts, God save King Robert the Bruce. 
Such a communication he can easily carry on by 
means of his son, who lies at Saint Bride's cell, as 
your worship knows, under pretence of illness." 
*^ How do you say ?' exclaimed the governor, 
^^ under pretence ? — ^is he not then really indis- 
posed?' 

Nay, he may be sick to the death for aught 
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i know/' nid the archer; ^ bnt if am wero it 
not then more nataial that the fadier Aonld at- 
tend his son's ndc4>ed, than duit he should be 
ranging abont this oastle, iriiere one eternally 
meets lum in die dd Bar<m's study, or insome 
eomer, where you least expect to find lum.'' 

*< If he has no lawful object*'' replied flie 
longht, <<it might be as yon say; bnt he is said 
to be in quest of ancient poems or prophecies of 
Meriin, of die Rhymer, or some odier <dd bard ; 
and in trudi it is natural for him to wish to aw 
large his stock of knowledge and power of giring^ 
amusement, and where should he find the means 
save in a study filled widi anciCTit bwdES ?' 

<< No doubt," replied die archer, widi a uat 
of dry civil sneer of incredulity ; << I have sel- 
dom known an insurrecdon in Scotland but dat 
it was prophesied by some old forgotten rh jme^ 
oonjured out of dust and cobwebs, for the sake 
of giving courage to those Nordi Country rebeb. 
who durst not odierwise have abidd^i the whist- 
ling of the grey-goose shaft ; but curled heads 
are hasty, and, widi license, even your own 
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train. Sir ^Knight, retains toe mudi of the fire of 
jnmth £oT such nnoertain tinief as the present.'^ 

'^ Tliea hast eonvinced me, Gilbert Green- 
leaf, and I will look into this man's business 
and occupation more elosely than hidierto. This 
is no time to peril the safety of a royal casde for. 
tiie sake of aSecdng generosity towards a man 
ef whom we know so litde, and to whom, till we 
receive a very fidl exj^anation, we may, with** 
out doing him injustice, attach grave suspi* 
eions. Is he now in ike apartment called the 
Baron's study ?' 

. '^ Your worship will be ei^tam to find him 
there," replied Graenlea£ 

" Then follow me, with two or three of thy 
comrades, and keep out of sight, but wkhia 
liearing; it may be necessary to arrest this 
man." 

<' My assistance," said the oldardier, ^ shall 
be at hand when you caH, but" 

^ But what?' said the knight ; <^ I hope I am 
BOt to find doubts and disobedience en all hands ?'^ 

^ Certainly not on mine," replied Greenleaf ; 
*^ I would only remind your worship tliat wiiat 
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I liave said was a sincere opinioir ejqpressed in 
answer to your worship^ question ; and that, 
as Sir Aymer de Valence has avowed himself 
the patron of this man, I would .not willingly 
be left to the hazard of his revei^e.'' 

•^ Pshaw !'* answered De Walton, " is Aymer 
de Valence governor of this castle, or am I ? or 
to whom do you imagine you are responsible 
for answering such questions as I may put to 
you ?' 

<* Nay,** replied the archer, secretly not dis- 
pleased at seeing De Walton show some little 
jealousy of his own authority, ^< believe me. Sir 
Knight, that I know my own station and your 
worship's, and that I am not now to be told to 
whom I owe obedience." 

^ To the study then, and let us find the man," 
said the governor. 

, ^^A fine matter indeed," subj<nned Green* 
Jbaf, following him, << that your worship should 
have to go in person to look after the arrest of so 
mean an individual. But your honour is right ; 
these minstrels are often jugglers, and possess 
the power of making their escape by means 
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which borrel* folk like myself are diqposed to 
altribute to necromancy." . 

Without attending to the^e last words, Sir 
John de Walton set forth towards the study, 
walking at a quick pace, as if this conversatioh 
had augmented his desire to find himself in pos- 
session of the person of the suspected minstrel. 

Traversing the ancient passages of the oasde, 
the governor had no difficulty in reaching the 
study, which was strongly vaulted with stone, 
and furnished with a sort of iron cabinet, intended 
for the preservation of articles and papers of 
value, in case of fire. Here he found the min« 
strel seated at a small table, sustaining before 
him a manuscript, apparently of great antiquity, 
from which he seemed engaged in making ex- 
tracts. The windows of the room were very 
small, and stilL showed some traces that they 
had originally been glazed with a painted his- 
tory of Saint Bride — ^another mark of the devo- 
tion of the great family of Douglas to their 
tutelar saint. 
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Tbe minstrel, who liad seemed deq^y viapt 
in the coutemplation of his task, on bring dis^ 
tnrbed by the unlooked-for entrance of ^ John 
de Walton, toae with every mack of respect and 
knmilky, and, temaiiiing standing in the gover- 
nor's presence, appeared to wait for his iaterDO" 
gations, as if he had anddpeted that the visit 
oanoamed himself particolaily* 
. << I am to suppose, Sr Minstrely" said Sr Joku 
4e Walton, ^^ diat you have been sneoessM is 
your search, and have found the roll of poetry 
«r prophedes that you proposed to seardi after, 
amongst these bioken shelves and tattered vo- 
kmes?" 

f ^ Mo»e saocessful than I could have ex- 
peeted," relied the minstrel, /< eoosideriiig the 
effects of the oimftigration. IMs, 6k Knight, 
i$ apparently die fatal vdnme for which I songht, 
and strange it is, ^considering die heavy chance 
of odier hookA contained in this library, that I 
have been able to find a iew though imperfect 
fragments of it" 

~ ^< iSinoe, therefore, you have be^n p e imitfce d 
to indulge your curiosity,^' said the governor, 



<^X trust, «b0fcrel, ymt wifl have no olfectioa 
to satasfy mine ?' 

l%e iBuiBtrel implied widi ike mme hvmilityv 
^ 'Aiat if there wM any thing within the poor eem* 
pass «f hie ridU wldeh conld gratify Sir John de 
Walton in any degree, he woold but reach kit 
Inte, and presently obey his oogaisiaJMis.^ 

^ Yon mistake, sir/' said S&t John, somesrhat 
harshly. ^^ I am none of ihose who hare kowrs to 
wipetkd in Inteniiig to tales or mtnie of fonner 
ia^; my li£i has hardly giren me time ^oaoagh 
for learning the dodes of my professioOf &r less 
has it allovred me leisure for enA twangling 
follies. I casre not who knows it» but my sfir ia 
CO ineapaUe of jadgii^ of jonr ait, arkfteh yaa 
^akdess think a noble one, ihat I can soareeiy 
iM. the moduktiosi of one tone hem aiio4i»er.*' 

^ In that ease/' replied tk« minslin^ eampo* 
aedly^ ** I ean hardly pfomma myself the plM- 
aase ^ «ffi»dittg yonr worship t&e aaausea»ejM; 
l^deh I might otherwise hare done." 

^ Nor do I look for waj at yoor hand,*' ivud 
At goyeraor, adrancing a atop nearer to him, 
and speaking in a sterner tfmt* ^ I maxt in&rma* 
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tion, sir, whiclk I am assured you can give me, 
if you incline ; and it is my duty to tell you, that 
if you show unwillingness to speak the truth, I 
know means by which it will become my painful 
duty to extort it in a more disagreeable manner 
than I would wish*" 

<^ If your questions, Sir Knight,'' answered 
Bertram, ^^ be such as I can or ought to answer, 
there shall be no occasion to put them more than 
once. If they are such as I cannot or ought not 
to reply to, beliere me that no threats of vidience 
will extort an answer from me/' . 

*^ You speak boldly," said Sir John de Wal- 
ton y ^^ but take my word for it, that your cour- 
age will be put to the test I am as little fond 
of proceeding to «aoh extreimties a. y<» am be 
olf' undergoing them, but sudi will be the natn- 
-ral consequence of your^wn obstinacy. I there- 
fore ask you, whether Bertram be four retl 
name — ^whether you have any other profession 
than that of a travelling minstrel — and, lastly, 
whether you have any acquaintance or connexion 
-with any Englishman or Scottishman beyond 
'the walls of this Castle of Douglas ?' 



CASTLE DANGEROUS. 61 

.' ' ^* To these questions," replied the minstrel, 
f^ I have already answered the worshipful 
knight, Sir Aymer de Valence, and, haying 
fully satisfied him, it is not, I conceive, necessary 
that I should undergo a second examination ; n6r 
is it consistent either with your worship's ho^ 
nour, or that of the lieutenanfr-govemor, that 
such a re*examination should take place/' 
" You are very considerate," replied the go- 

c 

vaiior, " of my honour and of that of Sir Ay- 
mer de Valence. Take my word for it, tiiey ar^ 
both in perfect safety in our own keeping, and 
may <£spen8e with your attention. I ask you, 
will you answer the enquiries which it is my 
duty to make, or {tm I to enforce obedience by 
putting you under the penalties of the question ? 
I liave ^eady, it is my duty to say, seen the 
answers you have returned to my lieutenant, 
and they do not satisfy me." 
- He at the same time clapped his hands, and 
two or three archers showed thenraelves, strip- 
ped of their tunics, and only attired in their shirts 
and hose. 
. <^ I understand," said the minstrel, ^< that you 
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intend to infiidt upon me a punishment wMdk is 
foreign to the genius of die English laws, in that 
BO proof IS addttoed of my guilt I hare aireadf 
told that I am by foirth an Englidinian, by fito* 
fession a nunstrei, and that I am totally unomi* 
nected with any person Hkely to. Bourisk any de« 
fi^n against diis Castle of Douglas, Sir John de 
Walton, or his garrison. WhataDsamasyoafl»y 
€Xtort from me by bodily agony, I caaoot, to 
speak as a plain-dealing Christian^ hdd myself n»» 
^onnble for. I ihink that I ean eiidnre as much 
pain as any one^ I am sure that I nerer yetfelt 
a degree of agony, l^t I would atot wiBii^ly 
prefer to breaking my plighted womI, or beco^ 
Bong a fabe informer against innooest pers«» ; 
but I own I do not know the extent to which die 
art of torture nnty be carried; and tibougk I do 
not fear you^ Sir John de Walton, yet I wmt 
acknowledge that I fearmysdf, rince I kaowsat 
to what extremity your cruelty may be capable 
of sul^ecttng me, or how fsa I may be enaUed 
to hear it* I, therefore, in the fixat place, fyso* 
test, that I shall in no manner be liable foer any 
words which I may xMer in the course ^any ex- 
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aminalion enforced from mel>y tortnre ; and you 
must therefore, under mich circumstances, pro* 
oeed to the execution of an office, whidi, permit 
me to say, is hardly that which I expected to 
Imve found thus administered by an accomplish- 
ed knight Hke yourself." 

« Hark you, air/' replied the governor, *^ yoa 
and I are at issue, and in doing my duty, I ought 
instandy to proceed to the extremities I have 
tfai^eatened ; but perhaps you yourself feel less 
xelnctB2iceto midargo liie examination as propo«^ 
aed, than I tibalil do in commanding it ; I will 
therefore censign yoa for Uie present to a place 
ef confinement, suitable to one who is suspected 
of being a spy upon this fortress. Until you are 
pleased to remoye sudi suspicions, your lodgings 
and nourishment are those of a prisoner. In the 
meandme, before subjecting you to the question, 
take notice, I will myself ride to' the Abbey of 
Sttbrt Bride, and satisfymyself whether tlie young 
pevBon whom you would pass as your son, k poek 
«essed of tihe same determinatioB as that which 
you yourself se«m to assert. It may so happen 
iiuit his examination and yours may Axcfw such 
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light upon each other as will decidedly prore 
either your guilt or innocence, without its being 
confirmed by the use of the extraordinary ques- 
tion. If it be otherwise, tremble for your son's 
sake, if not for your own. — Have I shaken you, 
sir ? — or do you fear, fof your boy's young smews 
and joints, the engines which, in your own case, 
you seem willing to defy ?* 

*' Sir," answered the minstrel, recovering from 
the momentary emotion he had shown, ^ I leave 
it to yourself, as a man of honour and candour, 
whether you ought, in common fidmess, to form 
a worse opinion of any man, because he is not 
unwilling to incur, in his own person, severities 
which he would not desire to be inflicted upon 
his child, a sickly youth, just recovering firam a 
.dangerous disease.'' 

** It is my duty," answered De Walton, after 
a short pause, '^ to leave no stone unturned by 
which this business may be traced to the source ; 
and if thou desirest mercy for thy son,' thou wilt 
thyself most easily attain it, by setting him the 
example of honesty and plaiuKlealing." 

The minstrel threw himself back on the seat, 
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as if fully resolved to bear every extremity that 
could be inflicted, rather than make any £Bur- 
ther answer than he had already o£fered. Sir 
John de Walton himself seemed in some degree 
imcertain what might now be his best course* 
He felt an invincible repugnance to proceed^ 
without due consideration, in what most people 
would have considered the direct line ofjxh duty, 
by inflicting the torture both upon father and 
son ; but, deep as was his sense of devotion to- 
wards the Eang, and numerous as were the hopes 
and expectations he had formed upon the strict 
discharge of his present high trust, he could not 
i:esolYKe upon having recourse at once to this cruel 
method of cutting the knot. Bertram's appear- 
ance was venerable, and his power of words not 
unworthy of his aspect and bearing. The gover- 
nor remembered that Aymer de Valence, whose 
judgment in general it was impossible to deny^ 
had described him as one of those rare indivi- 
duals, who vindicated the^ionour of a corrupted 
profession by their personal good behaviour ; 
and he acknowledged to himself, that there was 
gross cruelty and injustice in refusing to admit 
the prisoner to the credit of being a true and 



koBett mMO, until, by way of prmng bk 
tule, he had strained erery anew, and cniahed 
erery joint in his body, as well as Ihose of his 
son. ^^ I have no tondistoiie,'' he sud internal- 
ly, *< which can distinguish truth firom fidseheod; 
&e Bnice and his followeis are on the alert, --he 
has oertainly equipped the galleys which lay at 
Badurin daring winter. This story, too, of 
Greenlea^ about arms being procured for a new 
insurrection, tallies strangdy withihe appeanmee 
of that saTS^e-loddng forester at the hunt; and 
all tends to diow, that something is upon the 
anvil whidi it is my duty to i»oyide agsinsit I 
will, therefore, p»» oyer no dreuaatuce bj 
which I can affect the nmui through hope Of 
fear; but, please God to give lae ligfait from any 
other source, I will not think it lawful to toooairt 
these unfiirtanate, and, it may yet be, honest 
men.'' He aoeoidingly took his departare final 
the library, wfaiq[>ering a word to Greenleaf fe? 
specting the prisoneai 

He had reached the outward door of the study, 
and his satellites had already taken the old man 
into thsir grasp, when his voice was heard ealiiBg 
upon De Waltim to return foar a single momeoL 
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^^ What hast tboa to fsmy, sir ?' said the gicH 
veniOT ; ^ be speedy, for I have already lost 
iBOt^ tine in listening to thee than I am answer* 
able £dr, and «o I advise thee for thine own 
sake** 

^ I adviee thee,'' said the minslrel, <^ for thine 
own aake^ S6r John de Walton, to beware how 
thou dost insisi on thy present purpose, by which 
t^n thyself alone, of all men livings will most 
severely saffer. If thou harmest a hair of €hat 
young man's bead — ^nay, if thou permittest him to 
undergo any privation which it is in thy power 
to prevent, thou wilt, in doing so, prepare for 
thine own suffering a degree of ag<my zoore 
acute IJian any tMng else in this mortal world 
eould cemse iJiee. I swear by the most Uessed 
objects of our holy rdigion ; I call to witneas 
thai holy sepulelure, of which I have been an 
unwordiy vkitor, that I speak nothing but the 
truth, and that thou wilt one day testify thy 
gratitide for the part I am now acting, it is 
my interest, as well as yours, to secure you in 
t^ safe possession of this castie, although assu- 
redly I know some things respeetiug it, and 
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respectiiig your woiship, which I am not at 
liberty to tell without the consent of that youth. 
Bring me but a tote under his hand, consenting 
to my taking you into our mysteryi and believe 
me, you will soon see those clouds diarmed 
away ; since there was neyer a ddlef ul uncer* 
tainty which more speedily changed to joy, or a 
tbunder-doud of adversity wJiich more instantly 
gave way to sunshine, than would then the sns- 
pidons which appear now so formidaUe.'* 

He spoke with so much earnestness as to make 
some impression upon Sir John de Walton, who 
was once more wholly at a loss to know what 
line his duty called upon him to pursue. 

^ I would most gladly,** said the govenMV, 
*^ follow out my purpose by the gentlest means iu 
my power ; and I shall bring no further distress 
upon this poor lad, than thine own ob^anacy and 
his shall appear to deserve. In the meantime, 
think, Sir Minstrel, that my duty has limits, and 
if I slack it for a day, it will become thee to 
exert every efiort in thy power to meet my con- 
descension. I will give thee leave to address 
thy son by a line under thy hand, and I will 
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await his answer before I proceed fiurther in 
this matter, which seems' to be very mysterious. 
Meantime, if thou hast a soul to be saved, I 
conjure thee to speak the truth, and tell me 
whether the secrets of which thou seemest to be 
a too feithful treasurer, have regard to the prac- 
tices of Douglas, of Bruce, or of any in their 
names, against this Castle of Douglas ?'' 

The prisoner thought a moment, and then re* 
plied — " I am aware, Sir Knight, of the severe 
diarge under which this command is intrusted td 
your hands, and were it in my power to assist you, 
as a fEdthful minstrel and loyal subject, either 
with hand or tongue, I should feel myself called 
upon so to do ; but so &r am I from bdng the 
character your suspicions have apprehended, that 
I should have held it for certain that the Bruce 
and Douglas had assembled their followers, for 
the purpose of renouncing their rebellious at- 
tempts, and taking their departure for the Holy 
Land, but for the apparition of the forester, who, 
I hear, bearded you at the hunting, which im'-^ 
presses upon me the belief, that when so reso« 
lute a follower and henchman of the Douglas 
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was sitting fearless among you, his master and 
comrades conld be at no great distance-^^kow &r 
liis intentions could be friendly to you, I must 
leave it to yourself to judge ; only believe me 
thus far, that the rad^ pulley, or pincers, would 
not hare compelled me to act the informer, or 
adviser, in a quarrel wherein I have little or so 
share, if I had not been desirous of fixing the be« 
lief upon you, Aat you are dealing ^th a true 
man, and one who has your welfiure at heart. — 
Meanwhile, permit me to have writing materially 
or let »y own be restored, for I poaseas, in some 
degree, the higher arts of my calling ; nor do I 
fear but that I can procure for you an ezplaoa^ 
tion of these marvels, without mudi mefe hm 
of time*'* 

<< God grant it prove so," said the governor ; 
^< though I see not well how I can hope for so 
&voiirabIe a termination, and I may sustain great 
harm by trusting too much on the present ooca* 
sion. My duty, however, requires that, in the 
mean time, you be removed into strkt confine* 
ment.'* 

He handed to tiie prisoner as he spoke th^ 
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tmting materialB, which had been seized upon 
by the archers on their first entranccy and then 
commanded those satellites to unhand the min* 
strel. 

<< I must then," said Bertram, ^^ remain sub* 
jected to all the severities of a strict captinty ? 
but I deprecate no hardship whatever in my own 
person, so I may secure you from acting with a 
degree of rashness, of which you will all your 
life repent, without the means of atoning." 

<^ No more words, namtreV said die gover- 
nor ; ^^ but since I have made my choice, per- 
haps a very dangerous one for myself, let us carry 
this spell into execution, which thou sayest is to 
serre me, as marinefB say that oil spread upon 
the rising l»lIows will assuage their fury.'' 
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CHAPTER III. 



» * 



Beware ! beware ! of the Black Friar. 

8^ stin retuBt lili sway. 
For he is ^ ike church's heir by ni|>^. 

Whoever may be the lay. 
AmunAeville is lord by day, 

Bat the sMMik 10 kwi faf jnilil^ 
Nor wine nor wasad could raise « vassal 

To question that friar's right. 



. The miQstrel made no yain boait of the d^ 
wMcb he. possessed in the use of pen asid i^lu 
In &ct| no pnest of tho time could have pcodiiced 
his little scroll more qpeedilyj m(»:e neatly com-* 
posedj or more^iiatirly writteut than ^w«r$.: the 
lines addressed ^^To the youth caUed Miguatisy^ 
son of Bertram the MinstreL^' 

<< I have not folded this letter/^ Sfddihe, <^ nor 
tied it with silk» for it is^no^.e2]qresae4 so -as to 
explain the mystery to you ; nor, to speak frank* 
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If, do I tUnk dMt k em eomrey to 7011 uj 
itttell%«ace ; Wt k nn^ be gatkiictory to sboir 
yon wliat the letter ioee B0t eentftiiit and diet k 
k wikten fiwHi and to • peieon wko botfiaMatt 
kiadly te ^ wde yea and your ga^rriwm.** 

«« TbU»'' attd tke gawmm^ «< k a deeeptMB 
iriiich k eaefly piaetieed^ k te»k| lioireinery to 
sWw^ tiMNigh not wkb certeintyy that yoa are 
dkpoaed to act upon good fiitdi, and until the 
contrary appear, I shall eonfiider U a pomt of 
doty to treat you widi as maeh gentleness as the 
matter admks of. Meantime, I will myself ride 
to Ike Abbey of Sidnt Bride, and in person exi^ 
mine die yonng prisoner, and as yon say he has-- 
the power, so I pray to Hearen he may have 
die win, to read thk riddle, which seems to throw 
US all into confusion*'' So saying, he ordered 
his horse, and while it was getdng ready, he* 
perused wi& great composme die mastr^s 
letter. Its contents ran thus : — 

» 

^ D£Am AUGUStlKE, • 

'* SSr John de Walton, die governor of thk 
casde, has conceived those suspicions which I 
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pyiW ovt.w UIr^ lD.be ibe cMayeqncaicQ of our 
cQMig to tius c«iiatty wflMmtaaamiradlenqaid* 
1 4t leoBt; m. seiK6dy.4Bd Ihf^taie^ with otani- 
niitioA.iuider totM^e^ to*£wc» ine-tetafl ike pw9- 
pooe of out jMrM]( 5^bo( ti#j AtH-Uammf SeA 
hfmmy hcrn^ ero A^jr foree ne.to liredk'lhe 
oatfi.whidi I h»re tokei^ And Ae p«qpfiiii of tils 
loiter 18 to apprise you of ^ danger am irlydft 
yen stand ef being placed m similar civcanir* 
staneea> ualeas y4Mi are disposed to anthnie 
im to nalM tike disoevery to thia kniglkt ; b«t 
oa ibia sod^lei^ you baye only to eapmas y««r 
OKDi wiabea^ being asaved tbey abaU beia^ety 
rta pc et attended to by yaur devoted 



Tbia letter did not throw ihe saoaUaBt Ii§^ 
u^atbe mystery of tbe writer. The governor 
raad it nuffe tb^a once, mid turned it repeated^ 
in his bandy as i£ be bad hoped by that med»- 
nical proeess to draw something froni the mis- 
siye, which at a first yiew the woads did' not 
eic^ss; but as no result (rf this sect iqppeared, 
Qe . WalM^ redlired to the baU» wbese he m^^ 



k^ dlbcwNl as .£k aaCke Abbrf of Saiiit Bride, 
andthttlilui vmUi be «b%Qi bjr Ua lakiiigr upon 
Imh like dftiiea ^ gmpemor iai«iig Ua abaoiae. 
fiar AjaaozV of ooune^ intSBialed liia a4Niaie86ence 
iia Ae dua^^imd'tlie atate af -daaarakm in wUeli 
Ibef stood to each dtber^ penittiteditio fiiiAer 

r Upontheaorrivalof Sir JohndeWakoB^attiie 
^Hafodaled akrine^ the «bbe^ widi tvembMog 
baste, made it bis bittineBaJBunediataly toattetid 
Ife eemmamdef of the EngMih ganriaoa^ u{)on 
^aduQDiy for die present, their house depesidedfbr 
every iiidG%exice they eo^rienoed^ as well aa 
S^ Am aobaistence azxd protectioa ZKceaaary to 
them in so'perikHis a period* Haying interro-^ 
gSlted thia aid alaikre^MedtH^ the youth residing 
ia the . abbey, De Walloii iv«tfi inianaied Aat 
ha had beazi kidaipoaed'siiiae left Aere by his 
iMiher, BaitcaniyaiiiiniBtneL It appeared to the. 
abbot, iHmlb hia lOBdispoftEtioa might be of tha& 
eotttagi a na Ubd whkh, ait that pezkid, vaTagedf 
liie ExigUsk Borders, and made soBie inaaTaioni( 
into Scotland, \i^here it afterwards worked a fear- 
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iiiLpnigimss ' ^ A^ t ioine^j ft i l i frt ^ tottvematii^tt'^ 
iSir Jolm de Walton put ixM^ iti^ Pt^hd^s^i^Qoa 
tbelrttBir»li &e<rjniiii)g> <tw«i«m^iuldteti4ii^'t%fy 

gOTcn^HT^/ aoibal4' An* iur'iVQs^MA liy'b^ ^fliiy 
bearer ioC.iftiM Ifcisifnifiedviilnl^dfe^yfllti&^CNyifM 
iH<t» jpiiilJwniilA.iioty «(4Ut»iiiome]ity<tfe<9i^^ 
lEM^HaklaJt^l bo&thaii^ i£h« <ttttte WaftltOn A«> 
monw aftar ituuB^ ituM probable karin^lr letM^ 
ggmething of wliat- wa» rtqtiitadi . • .. 

•i^^jlliifria iiot an answer/*^ <«iid Sk^'John^^^ 
Wdta^i f^ to be scoirt by a buy Jike 4i»4o^ a'p^^ 
aUttiSn^niy^ckirger andinw^ddka^-Fkibet AM^ 
yoDicdnadte jmmr *oafii «afetf but siMdterljf-in^ 
de^Teridi^^aindLjaiyinaaleBi^iBeMige/'^ ' ^ ^-^ ^^'> ^^ 

tbii^ 'UiiL (dismoB^oanrBi tivBSr ^ihk ^tauEiuiipictiti^ nf ^ 
gi61tP)r)if<^at^i dObed' tipbn '}iiB^ta<>'ienitaib0lr^ ^ ^ 
dvtiesliirbicbj J/f^. okvsA tfriBnghiid^^lii^ btimfiW'^' 
Itiucbibelladlreteililid )fhiBt'bfauM^ i»yt>Uti0^^ 
pimUiUa cnriaatpiffHRfr^ lUdngjpaMiJiV'a'pff'l^^ 
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4 ^^ 3%e; iabbMi[i:v&idKfi^ed''lunw Aom tLese 

, 0]mrge»)Wkki tbfitttti9o&ft aoaletif. .Jib pledged 

Us aan^dtireiidyitbftt (die itic«nlBi4md» «lmaoter 

j}^|i(»)igriliDg'£ro4) mdfspooitifUiiVHb reiiiAded the 
.go^ievnpr.tbatr a»arGIuf»lttQ<.imd an- B^^ 
jQilii, .bei]aMi4 'dulses to loketTzretoiiqaA ooni" 
^ni^ty i^ ( . Swit : fixldfv wUcli. liad nerer given 
the English gov^ovfteiil the leastmibjeeir of ceoDB^ 
p^i^»;.iiA04ieitpeke) the >cliinrclnnmn. seemed to 
Satjifj; oqmrfege from tiieiwmimkiBS of iiis ofdet. 
Ib^^fMi heieeeldMilipenmfea mA b^^irboJiad 
takeaf r^6ig#'Mnthm the^saaetnaiy of the dmrdi^ 
to be seized'(H^^|nlb)e€tBd>fa^an}rBpfef9er0frfbYce» 
ii^si^be m$t» ao<tesed ofi a bpeddk erime j icafia]>le 
o£;be«^iiilraedibtdy|Arbt)^ MFhe^BonglasBes^ 
a Jt^adet0Q^'Calft9 iild^ fmrnier^aif^^iini^^ 
jro^^Qfeeddl^ »aao^tnir)r lof'iSain^'firicks'and It 
,wacRMl)tt> fa^i^ipcMBsdlhat tbe/King ofiBkigkafd^ 
4lk<& dutvfiil A6di€6itdieni>chU«l of'tbbi Chxurch of 
rB>ome>4;WcmH acl^ywilb lees, veneradon fior her 
^ightS) than the followers of a usurper, hoxxur 
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cide» and cxcgmmntiimted p^mon like IRbbert 
Bruce. 

Wibon vsfstB conssdleniiijr dttkcB tpkh ^m re^ 
mOiMbranee. Heliieirthat,fai1&'edr<niBi6la»ees 
of the limes, the Pope had great power in every 
'Controrersy' in whidi it wns Us pleasure to inter- 
fere* He kneur tliat even in Ae dispute respect- 
ing the svpremacy of Scotland, his Holiness had 
set up a claim to the kingdom, which, intfaetem^ 
per of the times, might perhaps have been deen*- 
ed superior both to that of Robert Bmoe and dn^ 
of Edward of England, and he oonceired his mo- 
narch would gire him litlle tibanks for any tatA 
embroilment whidh might take place with llie 
church. Horeorer, it was easy to place a wat(^ 
so as to prevent Augns6ne from escaping during 
the night ; and on the fbllowingmoming'he wouM 
b^ still as effectually in the power of the Englidi 
gover n or as if he were seized on by open force lit 
the present moment. Sir John de Walton, how*- 
ever, so far exerted his authority over theabbo^ 
that he engaged, in consideration of die sanctiH 
ary being respected for this space of time, Aat, 
when it expired, he would be aiding and 



ing wndi loB f^iritual authority to sairefider tlie 
youth, should he not allege a suffideiit reason to 
'the i^ontrary. llugar,iwg€anent, which mppewred 
'Still to flatter the governor with the prospect of 
^A^^iasifrtenBiQation of this troublesome dispute, 
in&uced him to grant the delay which Augustine 
Tather demanded than petitioned for. 
r ** At your request, Father Abbot, whom I 
hare hitherto found a true man, I will indulge 
this youth with the grace he asks, before taking 
Lim into custody, understanding that he shall 
aot be permitted to leave this place ; and thou 
srt to be responsible to this effect, giving thee, 
Bs is reasonaUe, power to command our litde 
-garnson at Hazdside, to whidi I will send a 
Teinfercement on my return to the Castle, ih 
«case it should be necessary to use the strong 
hand, or circumstances impose upon me otbeir 
measures.'^ 

« WorAy Sir Knight,** replied the abbot, 
•f< I have no idea that the firowardness of this 
youth will render any course necessary, saving 
43iat of persuasion; znd 1 /venture to say, that 
you yourself will in the highest degree approvt 
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of the method in which I shall acquit myself of 

mf {^tesi'ni&"s<.'* ''^'^ "''' ""^ ''''"^"'^ ^ ^'"' 
une aoDOt went tnrough the duties of nospi- 




ng: 



illfilciiM^ 'd M'^e^ W^tU^^lineMVo'S4 
of reiresnnient, however — took a courteous leave 
of the churchman, and did not spare his horse 
Uiitil' the* 'n6t)le aniim^ naii' brought niiii again 
before tie 'Castle of JDou^las. * Sir Ayiner Ae Va^ 
lence met him en the draw^n^ge, and reportea 
the state of the garrison to be the same in wmcn 
he hadlefl it, excepting that iiitiniation had been 
received that twelve or fifteen men were expected 
on their way to the town of Lanark; and being 
oil march from^the heighbourhood of Ayr, would 
^hat night take up their quarters at the outposC 
^Ha2elside/^'^^ "^-^'- '^ "'; ^ "•" ^ ^' 

« I ^'^lad of It;^ replied the gOyernoi^^ «1 * 
WBk aboit to' sirerigtheii ihai detaehinent. This 
stripUiig, tiheson of 'Bertram the minstrel, or who- 
ever he is, has engaged' to deliver himself up for 
examinatioii m the^m5rriing. As'this party of sol* 
iJiers are frflowers of your uncle, Lord Pembroke;^ 
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1 " .-/.ft ni.i./j; 1 >* I li^Jii/v.iM ,w i'- . .. ■ • • 

may I request you will ride ;to^ in^^ theip^i and 

comms|nd them to Remain a^ ^{azel^id^ until ^you 

nmke farther ^nqiurieg s^bQUt thi^ youth^ who jbas 

^m, an^ reply |to a letter whjch 1 4eliyered,with 
my own hand to the Abbot of .Sfiint Brid^. . I 
have shown too much forbearance in this matter* 
and I trujit to youf li^okln^ to the security of this 
^o^n^'man, a^^^ withaUdue 

pare and attention, as Win^ a prisoner of som^e 







Certainly, Sir John," answered Sir Aymer ; 
<< your orders shall be obeyed^ since you have 
uone.^f greater importance ^r one wJk) hat|l 
uie hononjr to be second only to youifelf in this 
place." , / , 

^^ I crave your mercy, Sir Aymer^^^^et^me^ 
the f^overnor, <^ if the commi^ion be in any de- 
ffree beneath your dignity :. but it is purmisfor- 
tun,e to misunderstand each other, when we enr 
deavour to be most.ii;itelli£rible." , ' 

« But what am, I to do/^ said Sir Aymer>r-, 

** (no way Idispjutin^ ypur^onim^4 h^ onlly 
- D 2 



Abbot of Saint Biide oIKm cfppwU&tf ?» 

: '^^ Hd^P nHsirenii m JoiA ^« Walto*:; 

:««ivldi the teMfiit«<ttii<fitt'&Mii tUf Iiofftof Belb- 

hMsik^ yo&itpiH txnfitDSiifd* at ieaat tvtatf wir- 

Jnen, Vitti bonraiid spekri agidntt five<ir«ui^aiid 

^U mosfci; widi indj gowA anid beod*^' 

: «' Ttm/^ flftid Sb Aymer, << b«t bw add «^ 

ocniimulicatioii-ate saknettines, in tlie pi«MBt 

'dayy iooliard'fer ^e bm^I coat, and I "^i^iNild aot 

iivillmgly be thrown out of the pale "of the din^ 

:tian«himA/' 

^ Well^ then, thou yerj wmpicMum and 
Ipnlbus young maa," replied De WaltOD^ *^ 
ithatif ihis youth ddes not delir^r Umadf tip to 
lliee of his own accord, the abbot has pronmed to 
put himftkto thylyoids*'' 

llhere wa6 bo f liiiher answer to be laade, and 
^Die Vakncei though stUl ^mking huueif an- 
nece9saril])^ harassed with the ehaige of a pet^ 
commission, to6k the «ort of hsdf anns which 
were alwajrs tugied when the hnighls stirred^be- 
yond the walls of the garrison, and proceeded 
to execute the commands of De Walton. A 



fto tliei«^^v«i»/bf .Ii9^«rT fim^ the pafli 

rirreathdd. .la v^pwrs^. .wd imote rdifl^imlt to loh 

metse; aadiaH 4be little petty iiiconraneacadi 

iWJachrendeg^tiavelHiigthKwgfa 

wi uncettaiay wese augooeiited by tlie denatyof 

<tlie i9g wluGk^TeihBOg every ibaiigk 

Sir Aymer, tberefore, ocoasiondUly anended loB 
tpece^ and eftenincmztedthe &te of.ont/irtib m 
^crrerJate^ d^layiqg' Jumself ly lub ^erts to 
make greater expeditaoa* The knqphtiie*- 
iAiHiglit hiaiMlf -that he would get into *>tnd|^ 
toad by passing throtigli the iahBostdeserted town 
(Ot Dottglas»-*4he inhabitantB ixf wUdb had been 
« floated BO severely by the £])g^i9h> in ^the eomae 
Jo£ llieae fieree trolible^s that miM o£ those who 
t w«re capable of beanog aans had left it, aikd with- 
drawn tbeiBselmi to di&rentpaxtB of the coiui- 
*try. Tins abneet deserted 4>laee ^ilaa d efrnded 
by a rude patisade^ .and i^roder dnwbndgei 



ttiMti, .or. fffttlkfir the |^(¥% np^eidaiBb ]HitiE>94i 

(into IS^of^BMi^yrm. «t tbb ime in fbIL fiwee iii 
'BuA pai:U 4>f ;S«[i0iumI a^.VQre ih0»ghU doubtftd* 
and libeiy ,t6 ffuhel; uiid«f wihJii^b.dewiHptioniil 

Douglas wei^«i'ii^st eqp^iaUjr T^^lird^ Tbe 

Chureb, wboeer Gotbic juoiBUixi/eiiCB rvitre «f a 

jnagnificent .chafaQter^ had .beao» a&> fteas paa- 

usiblei deatroyed by fire; but tbe ruuub bebi 



Ae'^ilc^llbiAi ihi|^aitt^'<Kf tU^ ^e^^et^tytxf the 

df 4AiM|tt0%'fiMti«ra6'ef^iilit^y t6{^^ to by 
sotiids^lAeUytiii^ ISkit tho»e^ ttuydi^r ItiMglitly 

iv^irtf toiUMtliitt.' V^bo^ittotinibtetoeoti^ 
jtetltfe what miglM bd'tiie iAuse^of dk^^i^Muiike 
gmmdsjv^&el vkig ami Ae tlBtng of urmour ^os 
distinct^ and tkie toarvy ti^dnip <fl a wai^-^oirts^ was 
not to be mUtakeh by the earof ttwaAri^f. iThe 
dififeulty of kee^^g twMiera f^om firfracfing' out 
of quiaartota'byi»glif, woiiM hafi^d'Mffiftiehtly aK>- 
ccfiiiited for the* ai^earam^ df^^tr&g^ixag to6t» 
soldier | bat 4t win iiioie difficult to aocattnt fbr 
anioittted horseman, in fall a»kM»cr$ andsudi 
was the apparition which a peculiariy bright 



•AyiMfftdtt y«l«HiBe audi liiftttpfceJLi fiBttwrfiiiM. at 

-flt^aoiweTa of ^' St Gemg e J^ion liie,.«iie adf , 
i«id^< 71w Doagfan J" on die otfaev, amiaamA 
;43ie. still -edboQs nf the fliiaU wd niiiMNui stiMl, 
land thfi silnit wefcies •£ tbe dikif icbrted diud. 
.JistooiAed at « war-«tf with ipUeb 80'iiuR^ 
Mlfefitim if«e ocQDeettd, die EBglUi Ai^ht 
;spiimd.U8^ise at iall grilop 4oinL Ike sfteip 
.4Md iroken ioatmnk leading >Mdb at tbft «Mtk «r 
fBOQlk-^ast g^» cf ihie toira; aad it viB.llie 
iwrk of an imtafrt ta «dl tfoA,. " H<|i SMttt 
lOeeage ! ipaa iIm laaaleBt nllaui# ail^f yoa !• — 
fTa thegate» Fabias^^uid out lamoS.i[emMf^\ 
;«t-*SHHtt6e(Hf^J I Ayy for Eaglatid! Boips 
*and bilb l-*4iow8 and faiUs f ' AtdbaflameluBe 
«• Aymer de Valence laid in neat liia ovm khig 
'Jlanee, wUcli ke faiatiAed frcm tke sqaka J^ 
rarfaom it was canried* But the liglit lias seen 
:aiid gooe ia an instant^ and tluRigk De ^aknae 



tdfO'fbif 4fa^ tm^nmrn-, wtlieaa>bf.m&i4'gfaiM, and 

liir pttrs&Jl ' OSis mde^ iitt' i5li<lrt»' lat^ « Ivroken 
gallops a decent of iabout ^tty 6f matty ytctdk, 
iHtHott<r*iEa^ng> «ay treason to 8H{»pose tkat lie 
4i&d'm^i%[e>%tire'tK4ikh hftl appeared Do }iia% 
altlitmigh the narrownesB of "dift street Marodjr 
-adiakted'kcb liavingpaflsediiiiiiy «ile«ilMdi horse 
-aiid !boMMi&ii ocmld;liaTe oteliiGd at tiie momoort 
^ etifeMAb^ 1&2e wi Bht4ivMiBi, Hie tid^is.ef 
Ms stdtej' aeatiwUUe^^were straek widi a feeli]^;' 
•Site siq^ematsral terror^ -^lAaA a niunker 4£ ahk- 
gidav advcsitixi«B liad caused laeet^ them to at- 
tach to^die name of Songlaft; and when. he 
^reached the gate bj whieb the hrokeii street was 
"f^mniiated,' theze was none clase* behind. him bnt 
(FafaaaDy in tdiooe head no saggestiaiiB of a tim»> 
•arons nature coidd cmtlrre the Bonnd of Ma dear 
onasler'aToioe. 
' BJere there TRis a postal 'English areheis^idio 
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'Were tuniinir out in considerable alann^ .when 
De Valence and his paf^e rode in amongst tkenit 
** Villains !'* shouted, De Valence, " why were 
ye not upo4 your duty? Who w^s it passed 
thiQueh your pos^ ev^n ;qo^. with the traitorous, 
cryof *l)ouelas?" ., ., 

*^ We know of i^o.such," said the captain of ^ 
the watch* 

<' That IS to say, you besotted iriliains,*' an^* 
awered the young knight, '^ you have been djrmk- 



' • ', ••* .:i'>ii 



ing, and have slept ?^ . 

The men protested the contrary, but in^ con- 

^ fped manner, which' was &r from oy^>»k^'' 

De Valence^s suspidiond. He, called loxully to 

bring cressets, torche9, apd candles; and th^ few, 

remaining inhabitants began to make their un- 

willing appearance, with 9uch various mefms ot 

giving light as they phanced to posselto. . I'hey 

heard the stolry of the. young English Imight 

With wonder ; nor,, although it w^ confirmed by 

-all lu^ retinue* did they give credit to th^ story* 

more than that the Englishmen Wlsh^d somer 

how or other to pick a quarrel wita thej^eople. 

^nf the place, under the pretence of their having 
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V.H»Jl.i»i'^/ (I :f • ' -/ .# 



admitted a retainer, pf their ancient lord by 
night into the to^Moi. They protested, the^eforeg 
their innocence of the causer of tujnult 8119, ep- 
deavoiu^eq to seem activQ m hastening from house 

to house, and coraer to corner, with theit torches^* 

. sjcnu.iL-fj'jjjj iltiv/ .7^011, i'^;^a J"*'^! '";;' ■•"fj;^,' =' 
in order to discover the invisible atvalii^. , The 

English suspected them no l^ss of tres^cherty 

than the Scottish imagined the whole ipatter a 
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pretext fpr brmgmg an accusation, on the part of 
the young knight, agamst tnp t^tizens. Ihewo* 
men, however, who nOw begfin to issu(e from the 
houses, hfA £^ key for the solution of the appari- 
tion, which at that time was believed of efficacy 
sufficient to solve any mystery. " The devil> 
they'said, ^^ must have appeared visibly amongst 

them; , an explanation which had already occur- 

• 'j(f v 'lb v'jv'"' ''** •' -• '■•i - ■ • • V ♦. t' '"t* 
red to the followers of the young knight; for 

.that a livmg man and horse, both, as it'seemed, 

of a. gigantic size, could o^ conjured iH the 

twinkling , of lui eye, anu appear In a street se- 

cured at one end by the best of the archers, and 

. at the other by the horsemen under Valence him- 

,8elf, was altogether, it seemed, a thing impos- 

sible. The inhabitants did not Venture to put 
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^llieir Ao«ghtB«n the siAyect m^^imgonigBrfiit 

(fcar <if giving offeveB, and >0iily indkalted hj a 

pasuriiig annovd to Mdhi- other ike teeveC degi«ee #f 

pl«BS«re mid A tkey felt in the wu^vmom, anid esi'* 

tlmrnMmeiit of die EogKidi garnboa^. StiU, kov- 

'^^tiver, *they eondBia^d to affoct & great deal of 

(interest in the alarm which De Vaience had it^ 

ceiled, and the anxiety which he expressed to 

. discoFer the cause* 

At length a female yoioe spoke abc^^ the 
'Babel of eonfiised sounds, sajrii^y ^ liVhere is 
• the Southern Knight ? I am sure that lean tdl 
liim where he can find the only person who 
'oan help him out of his present diffijcnlty." 

<< And who is that, good woman?' said AynMr 
de Valence, who was growing every moment 
' more impatient at the loss of time, whidi was 
<iBying fast, in mi iuTestigation which had some- 
thing in it Texatious, and even ridiculous. Atliie 
same time, the sight dfan armed partisan of the 
Douglasses, in their own native town, seemed to 
' bode too serious consequences, if it should be auf- 
dfered to pass without being probed to the bottom. 
<^ Come hither to me," said the female voice, 



^ JuutJiinifl nttiM iwyim ii» wilyprnKm who 
<flB3i e jiptaia an intftteiii'^'tfaisi'ld&d'tibat; oluaiee 
in dxfe couMry.** On>tlAi>tlwkiii^kt'fiwtriuMl^ 
toriek froMi fome ofikose HAa y^^v^ptmnttj imd 
jMri^fing it T^ '«tod<»i0& the penl^if ^viKy«p(»ke, m 
4aU WttnttEnyirko dvidetitljr enidMt«»ed:tO¥«iier 
Ji^rsdf reifitfrkable« When he tsppHUidked Imt, 
fihe isommtuiiifiated her iftiteHigefiee in a* grave 
and gententioiis tone of voice. 

^^ We had once wise men, that oonid have 
imswered any parableB irhich might hare been 
])Ut t^ them for explanation in <^is countr jr side. 
"Whelher you yourselves, gentlemen, have not 
had some hand in weeding them out, good troth, 
it is not fbt the like of me t6 say; at any rate, 
good counsel is not bo easy come by as it was in 
this Douglas country, nor, may be, is. it a safe 
Idling to pretend to the power df giving it." 

<^ Good woman,'' said De Valence, ^ if yon 
wai giv€ me an estpfanatfon of this mystery, I 
wiU owe you a kirde ol'ihe beet rapioch grey.** 

^ It is not I,'' se£d the old woman, ^ that pre- 
tend to possess the knowledge which may assist 
you; but I wo«ild fiJn know tiiat the man whom 
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I^. . Upon y QW ^igtv^md iMdi (]roiiR hoMoi-, 

pr9^ti<;fSir.Q? be€« coiH^^ed.iA afty i^otscf' '^ t 

«* Ob ! not W'.r^^e4,tbe,feiiudei|i^it iadU 

Goodman Powheid, who liaB9.;(b0i cdiiNi^a)((if Ttke 

mimim^nto/' (memiog; probsiUjir. .m^tliiiMAlsO 
.<^ tb^ iK>.i^i^c^ paxj; of ifi^m ASty'^niSni^iA hasm 
lefj^ sli^^g,; . I mew. tb^ .old' 90Ktto icf >tte 
kirk qC Doi)gila%..iiid&a.|9a9.rteUvmoi^8tQiia^<^ 
these old folk, whom your honour is noti^any* 
foq^ pf Jt^f)9P:ib;^.p?paoedr:thw kMhol fediti 

this day^itm,yql9,'%. ..,.-. ••-.,. ..'.r-i-n !i.<m«;- 

^^.I)()^ p»y bo4y|l'^Ba|d..ibe'kil%Dbl) i^^fawnr 
wbojyi it ifL irt^^t, jbiSi ,^^w9fmn .mmiU?'\ < - » 

" :I f .9^W<rtwe^" T WpUed|.;E^bjtt»^ ^he 

spe^ ,pf (PW, qI4 idi^t^rijl^ jwi^ 4% ,ti thmlt^^ tlie 
general referee^qf^^r^iog^bo^biflMlt and^ati^ 
quities^pf .tbi^,/)bl^t(Ki«|il9 owiid^f rlii«.m7age^Btey^ 
that lived here^ peihaps befoto dse floods'- 
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*^iaum flfli<ii|ubh%lbMir^liiktteV fastiihfe lierfiielf 
does. But wlifei^4ii'^tbfi3 i)i&6? ti^±ij6ii hhe? 
£b(|na^te l&oqiiait^d ^idt pilacei; 6f ^biiceal- 
tteidv \Hii&iai^'^lte& fti!bricdt«din 0ot3iicbtiild- 
2iig8^«'aid<lui«it^%)'!9tose{Whd8e1^ calls 

them :/(p:AeiQWii« A«tf. ^ Coriie.^tty g^ood old 
dame/bringl 1^ itiafl 't6iA&; 6r; wliat may be 
bfiiteiy I'tdU^g^'tbhim, for we bare already 

: f^fTsMMil'^ tepHedibe #ldwonmtr, — << id time an 
objedL witkyour honour ?*I am i^nre I canbardly 
get^soimucb for mine at( wiilhold soul and body 
togethavi 'Yott ar(a not &r &om tbe old man's 

iSfaxi kdJdid Way fi(ceor£]igly, bltttedetltig over 
heaps of rubbish, and encounterhig'ali'llie em- 
baireflsmentfr of w ndiidnflr-stre^^ in ligbfitig the 
way to Sir Ajninet, who^^gK^^l^s'hbtse ioone 
of vhss isttenditfis, a&d' d^miHng Fb!bi^ io^be 
reader ati-a ^aS, #crtffilillle4 aftar 'aa'\fr^^as the 
llowMBt^of ]|i»fuid6 Hrxmld pek^t. ' '^ 
• Bo^ii^e«M9»&iVoh*dlJtr^e^r^ii^ 
pld churehi mud^ dikj^tdlaii'Sitlmdbe^nby 
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nwinloa daatag^edoore iodt|i)y the ^oUKbejq taoA so 
aiiidb impedfid'bytcmbbisAiv'thttbdieiikiBg^ 
veUeflkhair Ike did wonflii>^eoaUk fiiukibhe wasf^ 
She kept talking all the while as she-stanfaiad 
«iLvaid* SflotifitiBid* sh«/€aA^ oofedn :a «er#edi-< 

tiaea' mutterad^-^^ Ay, ay,- tkre moU .'naii -will bd 
biisy iriftka(Mciiet9f'bittdtitiii8,;aBiw^cii^ I 

wonder he fashes wl' them in tbeae tbneiu • Bat 
never mind, I warraat they wiH knfedbi his 'day,: 
and for mine ^ and the tiiAei^ Loidlielp.nai'&r 
all thait I can see, are- weUenfivgh for thofie that) 
iore to live in themw'' . 

^^ Are you sure, goad wonao/^ replied 'tihtf 
knight, ^* that there is any inhabitant lit. tkese 
rains ? Fet my part, I should xatiber sappoaeihat 
yeu^are taking me to the icharoelMMiiise of Ae 
deacL" 

^ Maybe yott «re lagbt," satd^dneold wotaaof 
with a ghastly ko^h ; ^ catles.and oaiUnesragree 
weel wifek funeral vandta and ehaurnel*koiiaasy 
and when an auld bednd dwells lietar the dead, 
ke is living, ye ken, among his eustomeis — 

HaUoo! Powheid! Lazunis Powheid f &6re is 
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a goalleoBnA'VoilLi ispeak imikfyrnkf and Ae 






' Aji^old/]Daii^sBM{iiMui'Bbw.IieiflHi adii«a«Mi|^, 

se« (8k>tviy> tbat tb» fiiflimcduigf' light whieh' lie- 
lield iaUftlilitid waa ipssibld oa l3ie nii&ad waikh 
of ike yauU saoM tmeibeftureit shoved Ibe f«ff— 
8#a whdi bore iJL 
' ISid ftliadeir of the didiMui waBakope^oeted 
i^ofiL Ae » .ilkiminated > wall eve hk' person came ^ 
in view s Mb dreaa waa ia considetaUa eonftisioii, > 
owing to his having been roused from his bed >; 
andfiiii^eartifidal light was forldddea by the ne- 
gulatiaaaaf tliegainaoii, ike nativefi of J>Qi]glas> 
iQaiespeiift hi.skep^ thiei time that they fcoidd not 
very weU get rid of by aay other means.^ The; 
sexton was a tall thin man, emadiated by years • 
apd by ptivaliojia ; his body waa beat habitually : 
l^r hia/ocnqpatiott of grave4diggiBg# and his eye 
aatiualLy isaliued downwards 4o the seene of hia > 
laboiuia. Bis hwuLsuus^tadned the oruisa^ or little 
lamp, which he held ao as'to thvow light upon hia>j 
visitant; atthe same time it displayed to the young 
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pendente* 
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««»WlHtiimM you nM ne, 7^m|r^iliitoH 
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i^^" ,^^^PfT^^^^^^"^^^F^^*^^^^- '^^^^^^'*3f ^^^^^^^^P **^^|»»^^^^** 

fiULjMftB hrlA w^irfi fii^a i^ Itidntt m^U^ ^m 
wretdied and ftolilary dir^a^^* The floor, «•»•( 

A-^^ Mid hi^inMriinotfa» oa tf 4i|HBV laA'^BBff'iaDflBi 

jjjiwiniHy jwri l wi i f fc < i i i |i fi f i rt i* "ff ' end 

ilui.U>i-iiii — 4w Mill [i Mil iitiiiiiii i%^ im% 

vitik « nide ttod or JvM^ aid a tMr, mktpm ntrnfi- 
inezporiciioed hand had QoqiM^^ 
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Ike labonrs of tke joiaeiv m^B^^nevlydie only 
figmiture, if We mdude the eld nun's bed ofstew, 
Ijriog in a eornerv atad dseompoBed^ as tf he had 
been jvst caised from it* At tiie ilover eaA ^ 
theapurtmeiit 'tbeirall'waa aimoat efttbelj«e« 
F«ed by a large eseatchemv sac^ aa is vmaUf 
hong e^er the grarea of men >ef Teary h^h laak^ 
having 'tbeapptoprialie qaarters^ to the namhtf 
df ata^een, each properly blazoned and -diiliact^ 
jdaeed a^ oraaxDeots anmnd the pnneipal. 
sUl eeat teidf: 

> *VLet nsait,'' said' tl» old nuui;'<<^ 
will better enable jny fiiiling ears to a p ped ia n d 
yonr meaoiag, and the asthoMi witt ileal with me 
aiore ntereifoUy in pemitdag me to make yon 
anderstaad mkie.^ 

' A peal ef short asthmatie coughs atteiftad die 
fielence of the disorder whieh he had last namedy 
aiHl the young kii%ht foUoiwed his host's ex- 
ample, in fitting domi on one af the Tidkety 
flteohr by Hhe aide of the fire. The' old man 
l^koft^bt frcm one comer of the apaiim«it an 
i|^iOB, which he eemsktially wore, fiiM ef baoken 
boards in irregnlar pieces, some of which were* 



Mvosed wkhUack cbthy or 4&ifiea fidl af iaub# 
black, as it^»%ht Jiapped, lOr.giUedL 
* <^:Yott \viU'fiodidiia ifreik foelineees^ 
At old ]iiaii9'^^1;a keep some^idgceeof lieat witlkM 
lids waste afparfcmeat ; not are tliempott«ft.of jBor« 
ttdity, wkk wMch tlik Toult is ^t to be fiUed^^if 
iIm iire is permitted to beoame estina^imtXLSbtmost 
to the lungs of the dainty and. the healthy, iilra 
yimr vnvrdApi though to me ikey ace. become 
habitool* The irood will eateh Sxe^ althonghdt is 
some time ere the damps of the gsaire me fiysaig^ 
eMM b^ the daer aiir and the wustrntik of lim 
chimney." 

; Accordingly, the relies of mort^ty v^ wMch 
liiO'aU.maii^had heaped his ^nipi&eej begmhj: 
degrees to send forth a thidi un<^Qiis Y9fmr^ 
IrhkhvattlcngthiieBped to ligiht,.aiMl Uamg up 
Hioapectiive, gate a degree sf Hueliness ^/di« 
gloomy seene« The blazonry sf the huge escoU 
dbaon metiandietumedthe myisiivithiaabrllliant 
a>xeAectioa as ^that iugubrisus olfcet?'MfW cai^ 
paUo'Of, aad thendMie jq)«riineiit! looked with 
a AaBtasfie gaj^ty^ stoaiagdyniiglel' mlhjtiM: 
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gloMijr ^^as" whidh 'its ixIrnnNtatar immi >csdiqa^ 

f«C}Mif(»taUer.nr^rike^ 

scnry, old man^ t» kno^'tidt i^^liad )ii'4x>g'tlkfr 
TO at indiftiretflly qttla<ltt«d'a»l^<ni(&]^^hdse 
gr«f liaiwbareoMamlf 9»^U'4»^it^ 

auqr lie "OtiievwlBft; tmt 4t'iMu»'iidt,'<i<JpMini|«; 

secbicKLdEspiiBei/toi aakiaHJ^saiaiii qoifes^diiB^Jaaidf 
I^vitaldJYentiiMl ibi>eiiiii|be^iidief«fo^ii|)^<tieltoiffi 

liave ey6tttiioiriii8tfinoi|ttatiMMrte^« iU^ 

'V 




J 



^i(p^(HkmlrA^mmii»^&hy\wmffii fiaik of 
light, wlicul^A§r»ftfl%rftyi^4ii|)l*y.iheBntto- 
]fWini}igjM§ito4iH4tetJ Afeh¥aiH?ry i«f Ibe^ Dou- 

^ i4Et^f;^(f»ifM/tF')li9Aoi^lf^^ iflad the 
^IpbQlmiAwWli.pn^rotb 4h^{]DQiifli8if*>^ I; am 
ffl^fjomeditfdb lliM'>a4ita(ioiift itrh^ j jiMBralBMfr means 
of explaining this extraordlbtejiriocirfiiDBataDdey 
n^cl^ atf^1CiigU9fe)Jmig]it,'todlote'lu^^ a 
^i||^finAid|r>Ki«igbIiiitar^i I «m fiaD&ndariy 

M>M^Jte(iIrll»h(teak^ai!diat^ old 

man.^^$iThi^inciag)a0aQd>ttf ;fiKmer gwiesations 
9td>ni9^4iparji»fiig^ilo«»^ an^^ to my 

n»pGr9litipi3^iUmws$ieti9 m^y aequobittmoei and 
Yfttflorft^ Itaaa lake itiapcm myvonadifiiaeto bo 
dn8ieexid)l6!lbr>t]iM^gpoadJhakfivi^ be- 

OQmeffoiMlndttbaliitin&iiIrthe>oU bamns^/tdMrlunii 
the roots of that mighty tr^'<^ ma)Sfii1riflr^d^ b<^ 
tiidised^ itipll c^g^Hn/didturbrwil;^ ihtqp itfaft^ciy the 
l(xffiia>9iirflla^9Ql&4hfi^^^ iaaairtigrvfHmit 

<m& sHfl-'FAiflkie iiit^rmcMiAiiie: 
which Jiaa loitg imated ^lon t^satr tamha* 
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Their soob are with the saints^ we trust.* 

Look aroundf db Kiiigfai^ you liave -dbo^^' mA 
avoun^ yon the men of whoni'we speilL B^' 
aeaA us» in a Cftle'&iile, (wiiidi' Uadi not be«» 
opened sinoe tiiese thin grey lodsweiie'tbidfe 
and brown,) thete lies the first man whom I eair 
name as ihemorable among ^se of Aia ndghty 
lme» It 18 he whom the Hiane of Athid poiiit^ 
ed ont to the'King of Scotland as Sholto Dhn-* 
gbssy or the dark ircm-colonred man^ whose ex- 
ertions had gained the battle for his native 
prince ; and who, according to Ihb h^nd^ be*4 
qneathed his name to our dale and town, thonglk 
otheifiB say that the race assnmed the name of 
Douglas from the stream so called in nnreeord«' 
ed times, before they had their fastness* on* ks 
banks. Others, his descendants, called Eachain^ 
or Hector the first, and Orodh, or Hi^h^ 
William, the first of that name, and Oilinoilr^ 
the theme of many a minstrel song^ commemo^ 
rating achievements done nxider the onflsoumtf 
of Charles the Great, Emperor of France, have 
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all consigned themselyes to , their .l^at. sl^p» 
lias their memory b«e»ett'MffieiMrtly»''pi«Benned 
from the waste <^ time. Something we kmiw 
cqii^ia;4«g,.th^ir,gr;?i^ dfif^ ;^^|t great pow«r, 
a«4i alas.! t^eir.giqe^ /9^^iff^^ , Somnthing wt 
al^ Jknow of, A X^d^ei Doughy wjxo .sat ia a 
puriiwie^t.at JFpr^.h^JA by K^ng^ ^alpolm 

ilH^ F^st,, aod we fure^ {^Ti^e,.the^t.&om h^ s^ 
tn^^e^t to hpntipg tb^ .wild hart> be. buih 
liijl^^iidjf a.tQwer ca]]ied|BIsi(Qkhoi](se, ia the forest 
of ,^trick» vhich pfsrbapf^ still e^ts/' 
. '^ I curate ypur forgivoQ^ss^ old man/' said the 
kolgbt) ^^ but I hav^ no time at present ix> bet 
^tojHr iq^n the recitation of the pedigree of the 
Home of Douglas. A less matter would hold 
a If ^^breatbed minstrel in subject ^for recitar 
timiffor a. calendar months. Sundays and holydayi 
Ufiuded^''. t 

. ^<. What other ioformatioB can you. exped 
fircm me," aaid the.sext^ny y than that retspeeb- 
ing; those, heroes^ some, of uriiom it h^ beeamy. 
hkiy^ C9^gn to that eternal rest,, which, will 
f^r «vw divi^c^ th^ dead irom the. duties of tlsii 
world ? I have told you. where the race sleep. 



teU you also of ^.Q^?y,T|jji^4H ^)^ |j|^,^ 
bald, and a^^^ T^V^glJiff}^^ bDr.i(9Hi)4(tfi<m(» 

jpnances of 8j^l^n^<f j^,^d ^i^jf, ij}a»lx,bflio*gii 

were m the sopn^, .J^,F<>?fl4- n*lt%HWfl t(»,Jt«fpir 
Bfjr boDoiffa^le f^w? and ^« y^iLflny^fpiiPK 
of disho^4^an]l^ his ire^l^ ?.. It.TviUl.^,9-piiMf 
victory ; nor does it beooipe,^.]afjgil}t;44*d.^iffM^ 
Stan to ocune yi perfoq to eiyj9jr-,j^ich.4.|)4i9B]»h 
over the dead^ a^ost whopi^ ifh^,JiQ,>Uviw(!d 
there were, few kiughts.dpi^d. sfijm ^t^.hn^sie^.- 
He fougH.in 4«fejDfle of his. cpttntry^^lntt iu^Jind; 
not th^ goodfoi;ti^^ <^£;n^pjf biai9iip€(l9ff|r9,..f0^ 
die on, li^,fieW^of . b^)M^e. .CffljftuHitir, .mtofW 

in the land, Qf .% l5f^^J^^^/^, ,. , ^ , . . - 

The old Qwii> y9iAe ^q-^ ; 1^?c^im rittt#cmpteA 
by emotion^) and the.^EIpglisb l^qighti A>w)d. it 
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ffiff<^tf6ddi!r^^^ ^ikiiiiiis^on in'tKe 8tem 

-^•^Ift Wri«1ife^^fe^*,'^^l a^^^ from 

flil^t&^'a^teiri tlrfiteFiiliist be useless to ine/ai? 
#ttll iti'^ifirifiA id ' tHyielf: ' itTibii 4ost feiit tlijr 
dMy Ki'tfeiiMiri^'j'aiiiice to tliy ancient' lord J 
}>kC ^ Md 'iMt 'i^ift fk' eipfeinelJ «6 me why I 
iai^^WtifttfelstWrtt, ti&V^r)r'n^ anA not 
Kdlf^l^'lMitii^f^d^,'^ pe/scin in'tlie armk, and 
felMtfirig ihe 'edmtfldxlbii, of one cif the Black 
BiMiglai^^sry^ hiWid cried ^his war-crjr as if in con- 
tempt' V)f *fe ' coiiqti^rori/' " 

f « Sirirelyi^ tepKAd the ^xtori, ^ It is notiny 
1y^Afesa^%ii!t]i>&in''suck'a1an^^ otherwise than 
by'imp^dyih^ Qidit die natural fears of the !§outh- 
rbti^wHl^*feklseltli(S''i^6fCtr6^ of a i)ouglas at any 
tliiiej ^h^ fee'^b trttlilti sight 6f tJieiif 8e|)ulchre, 
Metbinks, in sruch 'a hl^t 'as 't&1s,''the fairest 
ctfnafer t^^oiiM'^^&f 'thfe c64n^^^^^ 
si^Rriftfy *aee^ i 'r^t'kstn'T-iidlA i\ ^^iinderfui-that 
the war-cry which was ^te Ih iHfe throats of so 
itoy^th^M^d^ici t^af bdhi^ti^; shMS issue upon 
<)dcAilim^tmm^ ^dkh^kV^ik^e feliaiii^ion.^^ 
■ f ^ You are bold, old man," returned the Eng^ 

e2 
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fisli knigiit ; ^ m ' you' ^oM^^ thaf ^oar fift % 
in my power," ^nft'diat it'tiii#;iil iettiiri 6a^^ 
be itiy duty to' infltcif <featk witlb' tl[at deg^^ '(rf 
pain at ij^&ich humanity sKuikC^rs ?' ' ' ' '' '* 

'Tke bid man rose uj) slowly bx ttfe Bgkt of* ttf* 
blazfng fire, (displaying Us emadafted fcattiirea^ 
wliicb resembled those ascribed by aurti^ts to S^ixA 
Antbony of the desert ; and pointing to the fee- 
ble lamp, which he placed upon the coarse tadSIe, 
iihus addressed his itkterrogator, with an appear* 
ance of perfect firmness, ' and something ereii 
resembUng dignity :— 

^^ Yoiing knight of England, yon see diat 
utensil constructed for the purpose of dispensii^ 
^ght amidst these fatal vaults, — ^it is as frsol as 
uuy thing can well be, whose flame is supplied 
by living element, contained in a frame composed 
.of iron. It is doubtless in your power entirely 
to €nA its service, by destroying 4c iirame, or 
extinguishing the light* Threaten it with suck 
annihilation, Sir Knight, and see whether your 
menace will impress any sense of fear either on 
the element or the iron. Know that you have 
no more power ove^r the final, mortal whom you 



%flff^.,iyi^b,^^ip^il^ apR^^^ Toil inay 

V^ii^tWy ]^pdy,t^ej^lfjir^,ip, whicli it ia now 

#Wtb«4i t>^** ^W^ ^y .?»PT^?^ W«^t glow 
mih agQny id^l^^^^^\^\^ it 

ftffjiwft w ,t;^c./8i;(iV yWpb.ajfj wf^owjii^ preiiif 
offjjy .piejt»e4 tkw|^. tlie h^^t^ My age seta 
Ift^ beyond. TOur crurfty :^if you think othtrr 
ipie» cpU yx>ur agents, and oomnieiice your ope* 
i;9tiiani^; neither threats nor inflictions will enii^ 
i»le. ycru to extort ^oni me any thing that I aa| 
Biot ready to tell you of my own accord.'' 

f' Yqu. trifle with mtf , old man,** said De Yit* 
.]^.ce; ^^ you talk as if yoi^ possessed some secret 
jeilM^tipg the motions of these Douglasses, wlio 
we to you as g;ods, yet you communicate nQ in<*> 
ieUigence to me whatever/' 

^ YouL may soon know/' replied the old mtM, 
^ all that a poor sexton has to communicate; 
amd it will not increase your knowledge rei^eel^ 
ing the .Iiving^ though it may throw soma light 
iqponi my proper domains, which are those ci the 
jtead. The spirits^ of the deceased Douglasses 
^ not rest in their graces during the diahonoBr 



|(i^.« #il^A/ffl IWffJ^y #i\l»lfco»ftd6flrQHh^ 
rity, we must suppose th«)^t|^m ^RpM^tmiy 
wlu^Jiayi^b^M^iu^i^^ of 

aaiD|t^?iaQ4ia^fr|fa«e i4^toi9l»^9iw^{/X<mim» 

pQ«^r^ taipF0|4ti^ IIe%ir^>lAK>tiye,|r'?|^^ 
ffg tj^eif^vikr, joii)i9|FQ:«tteriQed;t])^p99jr«r^ Hoill 
«(opft J^e ' i4wi9i ^by 4^ ja^94M^ 

^iTEsA of Heaven, in h^kniifft Ikek tabcoitdrii 

^ulgacted ta ezplataryirjE^ 

t;i;\^ ,tQff|neQted.spmt^t. ll|^ d^pvive^ o£ «die t^^mC 

graves? Can you wondgrjl^^^bottid fthotyrfliog^ 
selves Vikeir Him^w^^ff^ lpat0tears, jfte9ir.;4let Ithe 

Jiavi^ prosecuted joia^ ti^iOKtf^eles^ viNur&r^.ixn^ 
Jmve ere now afforded tbem rest? Or do you mar«> 



Jb&ll!^^^^»ideM>«^^ly 'y W'.^^^^ ^' aim 

^iSMKteM^ ixp^et'illtat< IH^ WVk& for TLn^kt a 
mty^iAd tktsy bi^Shgf 'ft 'ifoigim iM gros$ ta charm 

iMib tr mie^nnrtlMti^Ks^ I <liadt'Ot>d ilmt'Ay do0i& 
d4«ftiiQL)(M:^ekate lift my 4is(iid». My fiqulri; afad twib 
;ii«li6«» 4|i|dl «<]jbr#y 4fcee t«if]^tH^ id the WoiiMj^ 
^SBriJolm^b WaltM, Oi^y^k'iior of th^ Cbrtle 

Upparitioiis and' ghobtb fiM^ |^ui^tb]^;^W& 
lio ! M>lfttti! &^m }ithm\6aA tiring ^firitftttbet 

' Fttbidii^ flcd<xrdk<gly, ^ 'Wbd^ ^ Ikiltr Waited ^ thb 
iBn^aAM «f > ihe tttiMd buMnlg, ntrw f(nxtid his 
iiiayyb]^ ihl9 )%kt of Ae^>M d^ietDAfd lamp^ todAe 
sound of his masteir's' voiee, into the singular 
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of which struck the yovth with grt$k0ftafm^di§i 

^ IhlBBlibe .tn Bsskmi witki&eei fafate^p'^ 
said ih» Kaigkfc tf iVdncd^ f' «iui»i mtl^tiMk 
awistaiicc^ eonwy^Afe ddiaiuaiy xuiihMMbttd^ 
or in a litter, to the presence cf ^iWovhipM 
£ir John de Waltab TcU him wliat we havi^ 
aee», which thou diiit wkneaa^ wdl aa 1} .aad 
iell him that Ihis old sexton^ whom I aeodla 
he examined by hia ai^erier wisdom^ 4ia«na la 
Jdbow m<»e 1hanbei8wiUiDgtD.dHsekHienMpeel^ 
iag our ghostly eandiery though hat w3l pviaua 
-B0 account of him, exeq>t iatime^ag ifaat he if 
a Bfnrit of the old Douglasses firom piiisgatQty» 
to which 1% John de Walton will give what fia& 
he pleases. You may say, that^ for my par^ my 
Jielief is, either that the sexton is esaaed bytg^ 
want, £md entihusiasm, or timt he .is eonnebted 
with some plot which the ceoatry people are 
hatching. You may also say that I shall i^.use 
much ceremony with the youlh under the care of 
the Abbot ci Saint Bride ; there is something i 



* 



cA^ttm Wijt9^maansp lit 

Fabian promised obedience; andtkekn^t, 
pnlKlig bim ^edde^ gs^n&^bhn an addkifiiMd csiu* 
tim^ tit bebiive witb' IUI»n4ioi» i& tbia badiness, 
aeefing^'be-ttnttt-TacMdliMst, tbsit ncidiar iba* jiidgt 
BMdt''«^'biiiiself| Bor thals of bis zaaster, were 
appareiKtly: beldin very maeb esteem by ibe 
goternor; and Ibat' it iroaUl ill heoome tbeA t0 
make an^ mistake in a matter wbere tba safety 
4f At €Bstle wift pefba^ eoncemed. 

'^^ ;Feiaar me not» wc^sMpful air/' xeplied tbe 
yoatb; *< i aaa retarmng- to pure air in tbe fioiil 
place, and a good ifise i? die seeond* bolb aeo«pl«- 
able exdianges for tbis dungeon of suflSaoalaBg 
▼lipbiRS and exeerable smeifai. ' You may trust 
i» my -making no< dekvy ; ai vesy abort time will 
carry me bads, to- Castie Dougkui, e^en moviiig 
with suitable attention^ to tbis. oM. man's bones**' 

^< Use bi^' kumanely,'^ anai^effed tbo kn%ht. 
^< And tbott, old' man» ^^ ^^ &^ insensible to 
Ibeats of personal danger in tbis matAer^ rememr 
•ber^ AsLt if thon art found paltering with us^'^tby 



<« Can you adminUto^iliBrtDtfttBt Ik AdiM^ 
8M&il^0'fiCKtaH[j to Jno -jhoUf? vnn/A .)iai^Ba oii • 

tkatr .piiipqi»| — ^wBivdU'ditiUvte d b Myl inwhnihwj fg/^ 
orretigi— si kiiaMfiliiHhnt ^Ud'^nriifieiioidk^f j 
tkcM D»i^|^M8e%.{|aidf win pnlyji^^o^ Ae - nl b l > 
gi0nsp«opleto^h»14<h<fr'W«iJ^ii€Mitb«r^iipdiia 
coiiditi9n;ii£ tb0b*pB«yQi|i^>fair'A^'floiil«f 'fiii||pi 
Edward die Fiifliii£'gkripli£(iiiciBfarjr^(^cdntU^ 
2^ fiexilimrai ; atidifthtt BoiiglBte9tpadepiiraAi 
of iihe ghortlj beacfitof idi€| ptaJiteiBfiupddfcifiBCBi) 
ofsaohfllitiiies, they maytoRii liiydbiftiHuijr tlnn 

<< SucH a spedesiof trepgeaiiee^ mu J ami i d the 
oUnnui^ iftthe same >botd niwuk J M i dA tawpArhSflli 
he faaBd'lntlMVto ttfitod^ -^ werb minre woirt^r of !iU 1 
iiiSiinaL fieiidb^an of -ChflbfciasiweliAVi u ■. i^ I i . 

' 3^ is^itmiBiacd^ hil9 Jaildrf ! iTSwifai^^ 
poaedt tff'BaflMBihitfi^M h0«tiidj <f^ ShbMfiani JUI 
yery.old^ imd'peihapaiiMlaB«i4^«<Aiid'yo^ iaioii(/. 
rencitilieDtfaaiidiBartiflqpeafibe jlU^BatedddABawH>J 
faUyi^diraetaditiafWaB^di ibBiiyiifdusU haKe<iiBm« • 






rebel, who mur9eBecb^e;;fIRaAc{GdDT^iatjrth»/ 

So saying, Aymer strode out of tlwtiiifnfiyjiicBi^c 
i]qriM»w^ciidt|iiB6mfadiffied^7»^WMiik htr^^ 
yi^ith^^nf^psiB aoir/IdisetbeiiliDUfiov — ^r^«K^<i^^a( < 

d€iiBe-$Htei]^>^|AS|Iiig ttivr tibnih^riaedfli^istaariE » 
gHts{ugfaT8i{t]»iJB^iHigeB&/liDJiliiiifimisI' )^^ 
iqgtifte'ioioeBskjbcfi&ftep^i^] a?nri|^ 
bdfc*yipj|1jidmaii*i)y ifatiiiiBting *ti 

tH&mqebiBBm^'Aai ^tr o&iisi} ihsUrb ' be?xI^ negledied ' 
dmkgiikhtpr^saeil^Bag psfarttofitbe fivmiagi The 
rneob fnniminfac^ 'aniiiqpto^[^,( thfe eonfitaiiin' iif 
which seemed to express that there had ejdated 
sonde hR3cniint^fS6i7i'lhe'^^pp9tiilaiidi > - . 

.iSiiJ Agn»eii tWnJ.pfoc^ddiid miiflijianiey.t^^ 
Hatelnd^) htir tadiD dimianshbii' by libe > absence , 
of Fabian ahd'l4B<a«&rtaiil8J' A/Usr^ihskt^f^^hfiA 
notadiaiHi jifmtne^ th6kfld§^ aligktedatPiMilis 
DiekBdi^^'iiihkr^ bcii&nrid liittftdstaduiablitik^ 
Ayp'faad anr^M/befove^Ulll| jaakd-wbrei snn^y 
homed for die night He aent on^ of the archerft 
to annonnce his i^proac^ to the Abbot of Saint 
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Bride and his ymmg gucs^ intunadng ck iHm 
tame timt^ that like ardier mast keep sight of Ihe 
latter until he himself amved at the ehs^pe^ 
vlttdi would be kMaifily. 
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. -.' .lit ::" ■ *.' ii: ' /--sj:. v,i}p.» . •< I t 

Wliea Ae nigliteiigale siages tKe wodet waxen greney 
Lef, and gnus, and blosme, springetli in April I wene, 
Aad love h t» myne herte gone with one ipeare so kene. 
N*iglit and day my blood hyt drynkes, myne herte detb me teoe. 

MSS. Hail Quoted bif Warton. 

Sir Aymer de Valence had no sooner follow-* 
ed liis arcber to the convent of Saint Bride, than 
lie summoned the ahbo t to his presence, who came 
with the air of a man who loves his ease, and 
who is suddenly called from the couch where he 
has consigned himself to a comfortable repose, 
at the summons of one whom he does not think 
it safe to disobey, and to whom he would not 
disguise his sense of peevishness, if he durst 

'^ It is a late ride,'' be said, ^^ which has 
brought your, worthy honour hither from the 
castle. May I be informed of the cause, after the 
arrangement so recently gone into with the go- 
meraot T* 

*^ It is my hope," repiEed the knight, <^ that 



11« CAOTI^ p/^p^lf^flS, 

yon, Father^bbot,.^!^^ nif^,^^epdjf ^fp^f^fimpi 
of the obstinat? f^lff^^^ ,l^i9,^wSa^IW»,<lgP»i 

Ml requital of ^papy-feTftflJF? n^ii)?^,frffi^,rti*» 
English monardh^ 7914, ^ wftt^roerit , Wft tfeftHlftFt 
and protection^ by pqj^\^v^tp^4^i%}^ pfiwgvwy 
of the designs qf his eiiopju^.'! wf^.t '. ^ >o tn^ ;^ 

" AssnreiUy so,** ai^^er^ ^^i^^.Jcir^li^Gly.iQ-. 
an agitated voice, ^''l^oa^ti yp. q^ftf >3ff|i l} ^pcr fen 
fono^tion should stand at, y,9|W^<^<W^9M^»''A^ 
is, if I knew any tt^ng i the ; rg^yniw i ff p tf j » ^ MSi 
which copld.be of advai^t^^.tpyoPf^^ .b ^mi? 

" Fath^ AbboV' repUe4.lte,ffilg>ybf*?%Mf . 
«* although it is jash p> anake p^y^f^.z^nH^mbl^ 
for a . Kordi-^ountvy. nuiQ in thein^^^f^.'^^^^ 
own I do consid^ir^you asioxve Mrho Jmi^yQ^'bOfsa 
&ithfully subject to the Kjng ofi TRPg^ffi'^ fwdl 
willingly hoperthat you will fttill coi^iiU(^3pr«". 

" And a fine enco^^ge^)^ I b^re i". ,|ifi|d..the^ 
abbot; << to be called out pf Jiqr bed i((r<imdr 
nighty ]|i this raw weather^ tp updexgo tfae.esca^ 
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]iliiiMib)i(<'Uf ^"k&M' ilpiiy'is the youngest^- 
lJ«^i^iii''o^'iai''b>W''l{6ft(Juratle and who 

Vi«%<it'telF'iiiy fliy"'8til!>j4rof'the mterrogato- 
jSkii%^'ie&iM'M%ii ^ colcl pavement, till, 
^^attg*46 '^e^dj^bi of Cel^m, the podagra 
wlii^>4(l(&^1fi^iriy' ^itr'iiiky be' ctHven into'mjr 
^tlkbimi^iki'msh '^dM-i^^hi'^-io' abbacy anfl 
es3WaiJ^«by'fr<ifa'li6ricfefotw*r«.'*'" " " 

f.Ta'&m fltfH^tjP-'sbii ^e ybiing man, «* the 
spirit of the times In'd^t'^teacli tliee patience; 
re^eefi^* I'feaA fed litf^feasiire in this dutjr, 
easi l9tf^t<if'^ii!i^t^ieebtibn^1iould take place, the 
r«b^^ Wlie^Wei^siMSfc&eiltly displeased with thee. 
£to ddh^b^f^i^^ th^ Btig'ii^^ woaljl 

liang thee irdm Cthint^'dwil Steeple to feed the 
cit^ti^^'W^t^if^^Gtu hast secured thy peace 
by^ ' fiidtiiei-pftiWfctfev ibiii;|mct wltlt the insurgents, 
tfciBfagniK^^dV^e!frion'T**o \rill sooner or liter 
g^'Hh^ adtiitit^^^, ^i^'^fidt^f!^ to treat thee ai$ 
ft!riM<iaidi-«oV^e%ii.'^ -'^ " ""'•'•" ' ■'".:;;' 
** •» TAJAfUpp^t^ W j^tf, ' i6jf' noble sbn,'*^ an- ' 
swcifed'liie abbot, ' ofevibiiiSy discomposecl, **^ that 
I ambiffigTip, itilM ca^e; on the horns of the ' 
dilemtoi ^bSeh yott Ha^ si^t^^jnevefttiefe^ I'' 



lis cJiBtiM^Binsfi^*M^& 

protest ix> ycia, that if mtf one nconseBine ef 
cttBsptfiiig *«vitli 1^ filbeis sgjaiiiBt the King' of 
England, I am ready, provided you gm^ttie 
time to simUiiwa pbUdn'secolinMaded^by C^ 
MS in my perttous csMy to tln»ti^eriritk temrt 
perfect smcerity ^ery qn^stioA^Ucii thoatcaiit 
|Nit to aie upon fkat sabject/' - Sor^saytii^ he 
called upon a mosik ndio luri atteariM '4it ioM 
lev^e, and giying liini a large key, irikispeted 
something in his ear. The cap nineh- the mmk 
brought, was of such caqpadty as prored CsboA 
draught required to be administered us eon^der* 
aUe quantity, and a strong snmli whieh it ly ie o d 
through the apartment, aocredited the hwigWt 
suspicion that the medicine chiefty ceniisted of 
what were th«i teriaed distmedwateiB,' a ]pr«pa* 
latioii known in ihM itoena»taries &r so8se time 
before that comfortable secret had reached the 
kity ja genend. The abbot, ne^er owe^Bmed 
by the strength nor by the quantity of the peliony 
took it-off with whait be htmself wouhi harre cdied 
a feeling of soface and pleasance, and his voice 
became much ulore composed^ he signified hon* 
ielf as^omforted extiaordinanly by themedieinef 



*^ At pnesdiiti'^' aaid> 4li# lmglit» ^-^ yoaare 
anrart) lalheiv <A«I alraogers tmydUiiag^ ihrragli' 
im ^0iii]ili7v 'Oeraii )>0 > the ^i9t <^^ 4)£ «ur 
0ii8|>iGNaifrim<l ^s^trfei. Wiiat ki^ fiw emmplOf 
fomtivWQi^fkiwa^GE tbe yonih terniad Aagug-: 
tfsf, die soOf or eBlUiig himself so, of a pecsoit 
eiHrAiBflitram the sninstiel, who has resided for 
some id^rs in; your e^Hvrent ?'' 

13x^ abbot^ hoard the ^uislioa with eyes ox* 
fiMSSiTe €if fliirpffise at dio ^oactor ftom whkL it 
csHooe* ..... 

<< iissiire<By,*' said he» ^^ I think of him aft a 
jootth who, from any thng J hanre seen,: is. .of 
that e^LoeUeojt dispositioni. both with respeet to. 
loyally a&d r^ligio% which I shoiild have «x>* 
ptotedy were I to judge &om the estimable per*- 
SOB who oommitted him l» my eare/' 
• Widi Ihia the abln^t b^wed to the knight, .99 
if he had oonoeired. that diis ropattee ga^o hin^ 
a^ siWaoiag' s^va&tago in any . question whkih 
could follow upcm that subject; wad ho 
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and at so unwonted an honri? <04f ?uij ^d b^vitif^ 
. ^ I^aaoi— 1| iwiiillijiMpiMildlj aW%1ha 



by thk yooiy BnB» I kave 
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part of die money yoa bad rebeired T* 
vol- lY. p 



. ,^.Tk^r tesfOfii.^ fOiMv^^ Wpp^ 
tytfkiA Is p^ tQ' the tr^wprr of f fSfffi^ uBrifeet 

MBtortcL But, noble kni^t, there ww J» 
n^G^tttom far tlua; a cr«$t of white )}ire94 ^nd a 
^kiugfat of iftflk ireve diet eufficie^j;, to x&o^vjidi 
tUpi poor youth for a day, and itf^wBS^ oay^cmm 
Wil^ty ibr his health diat dictated the^fonuah- 
^»g of his cell with a softer bed and covipdet 
<disii are qoite consistent wilh the rules of av 
^er*** , 

* ^ ]^w hearfceDi ]» what I say, S$r AUba^ and 
answer me truly," said the j^ght of Vah^nee 
«.^«jc< What communication has tib& youth held 
c^th the inmates of your conyen^ oor with those 
^dyond your house ? SearcL your memory oon- 
-^enui^ thi% and let me hare a distinct answer, 
tfi)? your guesf s safety and your own depend 
-'^poQait*" 

* ^ Aal am, a. Christian man/' said tiie abbot, 
<^ I hai^e observed nothing which coujd gvfe 

{gt^ufid for your worship's suq>icions» The boy 
is&agustuie, unlike those whom I have obs^rred 
who have bera educated i& the wodd^ shawvd a 



marked ]prfeference to d^ comptoy ofradi sistem 
^ i^e lioQse of Skint Bride contains, rather than 
fer liat df'thtf AoiikiB; my breAtefa, dAotigli 
ihen vte ztdong iUdm pleasant atid -eonYenSUo: 
ifleti.'^ ' ' ' '- 

• « Seafadal,." iaifl ikti fonng height, '^'^tmght 
tod a reason ftr that preferenee/* ^ 
" "« Not in tiie case of tbe sistdrk of SaiXit Brid- 
getr^ said the abbot, ^^ niost of trhom* hari^ bleea 
eitlter sfnrely misused by time, or tiieir domeBfiest 
lestroyed by som^ mishap preyi6u$ly to their 
being received into the seclusion of the house.'' 
This observstioh the good &&er made with 
some internal mo^ment of mirth, which Was 
^parently excited at the idea Of the sBterhckxt 
ef Saint Btidget becoming attraetifye to any on0 
by dibt of their person^d beauty, in which, as U 
}iappened, they ^ere all notably^ and almost 
Ittdierously, deficient. Hie English knighty to 
whom the sisterhood were well known j felt alsQ 
inclined to smile at this conrersation. 
, "I acquit," he said, " the pious sisterhood of 
planning, otherwise than by their kind wishe^i^ 
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and attention '^'^e 4inkotteil^rf^^$&^i^ 




^^ Sister Beatrice," continued itl^^i 
mi^gks grai^ty; '^& I'lldetfii'biekW^Mf&'aH^. 
niiig gin of makiiig comets 'an^sytla{)uf>^;'^1^<^ 
on minute 'enquiry, t* do'no^'fihd iKat'^d'^^^fiii' 
Las tasted any of'tl^einl' ttfeitl^er is'sisierVrsiil^i' 
so liard ^aroured By nature, as 'from^e'effecte of 
an accident; 1)ut your honour luiovbs'ttiat Wlietf 
a woman is ugly, tbe men do noi trbiit)Ie Ai^^ 
selves at>out the cause dr her hard favbu'ri'lHv&l 
go, with your leave, and see in What state' the 
youth now is, and summon mm hefore'yOul ' 

*^ I request you to do so, father, for tni a&lir 
}S instant ; and I earnestly advise you to watcH, 
in the closest manner^ this Augustiiie^s 'beha- 
viour : you dmnot be too particulaf'. I wm wait 
your return, and either carry the boy to the casue) 
or ledive him here, as circumstances may seem uk 
require. 

I he abbot bo^s^ed, promised iiis utmost exer-» 
tions, and hobbled out of the room to wairon 
the youth Augustine in his cell, anxious tomvour^ 
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looked upon as rendered by circumstancea.his 
^?«»": t^.Hl?f.^r??Vi that the'deL^; ^as sua. 

''a¥% l^I'm m^^}^hf''.^^^^^ and vexed 
^,^p^^ces^y fpifmal^tles and sc^ruplea on the 

j^a^^t (oj^ tb^ peevish boy. In the firs( place, 
bea^ins^ my |bpt approaching, bis bedroom^ my 
youth, ijnstead of updoing the door, which ^ould 
hf^ve beep but Proper rpspect to my place, on the 
contsary draws a. strong: bolt on tiie inside : and 
fhis ^tening;, forsooth, has ,been placed on hia 
9]^mbei{ by Ursula's commaijLd, tl^at his slumbers 
ijp^ghV be suitably respected* I intimated to hiiioi 
as I best could, that he must attend you without 
delEgr^ and preppe to accpmpaijiy you to 'the 
Castle of Doufi^las : but he would! not answer 
^single word, sfive recommending to me pa* 
tience, to which I was fain to have recourse^ 



tentliig bimisdf with th^ ^emutMeor^^f ^In'^Sm 

A^xldori^ti^ng, iita^iiiyyi^ad^ MMIw^piMMii^ 
himself fiiBy'ibtay^'rdr lift jdumejr; Th^trad^ 
is, I dkiltk Maod fi«sh ttftadr of hk iMladty'Ite* 
affbeteii Aoe yMiA $ hettmypethaqps be dktiii%«d 
irhh^otde touclf of hypoehondria, or bbticu^holer; 
« St)6cie8 of AdH^ge df the mlttd, which is sMtfe^ 
llm«8:fi^d cottcomitwt wkh and syiBptMoatra 
w'fSxid fISflOfder; bat'h^ id at present coiiipaM^ 
and if jromr worAfp chooses to is^ him, heia at 
yotfr dooiittatid/^ 

^ Oilthini tefh^r,"" add thc^ii^lKl. Andi^ 
IKmslderable sp^ce of ^t&iie again 'clipsed ens die 

* ■ * 

doqne'nee of the abbot, laM chiding* and* 'half 
^b6&&ng^ ptevailed on tiie lady, in her adople# 
characteri ti approach "flie jmiioiir, -in which at !aSt^ 
^e madeler appearance, Vitih a cotihtenance on' 
which the marks of tears might irtffl be discoVei*e(^ 
and a petBshsuUeilnesSj'IlKe thdt of aboy,or,wltV 
rcVerencb, that or a giri, who is detctmibed txpmtf 



iHiioh. her fVigofiflin^A^^my^W^^a^^ 

alter bet appewwicti w>4f<MtwJty4»^ li«i 

}|ii|ge4loli«bed haA» fi)ie «i^48«|fily,.€i;;[rpo»ed lies 
(9MAtenaiioenu«e then in jth^peo ejr; end thnpgfc 
Ibe^ knight beh^eld e^ sm^ lor^Ifr. 9et of ieetpmw 
ye^ tbejr^viereBotsiiGh ae ^yere iofiqBiiiateiii ipa<tr 
t|ie«faa»areter sIm lia4.adoptfid^fuid wluc^ 
resobred. u^on. xaajatftinitig to the lest. &^ Im^ 
eocor^glyi cniieteKed pp a degree, of ooimBpe 
which was not natural to her, and whicil 1^ 
peilmfB si]^yported hj hopes whjch hei: eHiialabn 
hardly adnaitted. So sogp as she, found henidf 
la the- same- aparliM&t vvitb Be Yaleiice^ eke 
UnmEied a style ,<tf meeneis^ holder. aad abut 
determined then she had hitherto ifisplayed. 

<< Your wpiehjp/f she said, addreasiiig him 
e^ma be&rci heeppfce, ^'. la a Ipoight of Englaiidy 
end possessed^ dodbtless, of the yiztiiee wbkh 
heeo»e that ;aeUe ht^iiimu I em an. unforturtfie 



neoesuCj of keeping secret, to travetiira 'tei* 

ind' >eM8piMicSes{ whkb ' ^^^ c^ttaij^ to^df^>o#il 

tctfU^iHAt ^iMM of ^ttttt^U^mi akid'I^Aoaii-* 
cbgf ali lis pMttuMs^ if i w^ atteasctfj ^ MdK 
4e«gii0 !& Awgkt, vw^ or de^ ' N^ves^dii^e^ 
]^% Who^ Wfift not h^^ifiasy a^Aemtk'fHde^tBt:* 
tfod, srenbiMit ^ iptoettd ugainstm^ ttt^te jg«Aty 
person, and in M^ieingl-mu^ 'wmi j^My^'Sfi' 
i&dgbl, titttytm-^will eotiUidt^ agfeal'iiii^crdel 
xnjostice*" • J'- "-'^-• 

i^^I diidi /endoiirotit < td^ islvoid *1^t,*^«Lid tlie 
farfghl, iH.by «Jfurriiigr thb> dttty to >glr*i Jo&i>^ 

tit^bd d&»^;ti|n^tbl^ 6dd^imy'dnlyMA4%''trilI'b^' 

t^pliPceiyoatte/lib fcdaidfc a^^BoUg;4a^<€sii^lI^'^"'>v 

>A9Must<yoaudd«biB<?'')i«aid<'Ab^^i&^ '^'>^^-'^' 

. •«« <Jei«aitfly^"^repSiidUhrkirfght,'^«*>bt»4kJ>d^^ 

^^ But if I become bouM to answer your losa 



if( ( pp.r^pHKiyj . sii^^^^ if hy^Vi4^%t w^, l<wg€afi<i 

father?" said the youth* ''»•,(«>.»% 

M(^f 3rlMit^''.t^(fplted.tb^tkttigk<HrM.s^ >wffli<;€le|>«tid 

«Wi<>tlMJ»rthe<»atiw*k <^iye|in<!pd&ssybn€md:^iia 

conv^fi4lJ> jji^fo^pd*; l^i«3ati«riyi(>iJ>ig^i*i>wtef«> 
better tQ^§p^iiP,o^',^t'x>f9im *bwo^Pjftffcf Ae 
cop|§eq^Qpoes ^i9f>i»jtr^iiiJfebiyt^ )il'^»riarf of 
no more triAmg^mijlodmt^m^^^ 



Witt be flflltitely fttleii ty ydi»t^lrtf '^ft mAi^ii 

m V 

' << I most prepare, tben, to tnprd at yo^'eHHi^ 

i^diiitifl-i fl till rt a^^—*^*^— iMiiMti 1 1 4 lA^MA ^9a«A4^bl^ » t,. i.* 

Sfe> ittid iaiM*'iflitte i''#aa t««Ub^ 

widck^wai 4Simd ^a^hflSkt IdiidMsa itf Iktegar^ 
Ipison at Hazdiside, lest I li^tbf uUiap Msg 
Ate ooAtagkD amonf 7pi» vaea/* 

M The youdi sayavight^^^ttd dia abba*) <«^lk» 
toraheia and men-«t>«niiB bare mare tboi enoe 
sent to invite tUa lad ta Jain in soaie of tb^ 
^[^laiy gttAied, ^ to saniiaa diem, periiap% wMi 
teene of his minatrelay; bttt be hat amlandy 
declined 'dooig 00^ ^iftid, accoKiing to my belief 
ilia4^ affisete of Aril dbotder «4idi hwr^ pae* 
vented k|^ «co^«faig «a indalgcnoe 10 nattoal to 
bl» age, flftsd ki aa dnU a pla0e4is.&a eonrreut af 
ISBant- Bride nmst 'needs aaaELito a yoadi baad 
Up In il$ war]^'* 

Do you then hold, -3feverend father,'' said 
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ing this youth to the castle to^j^l^Mtl pm^ 

lik<4ffi-ft^ -iMliftKiliMS JbttRBfiT rbflCtt' msdbki lO'll^ 

tni4ut^i Ae.iAfti0tioBi:M(fo8g,4]iiowr. }mmmM» 
gtmioo^ioritriai&flkeseMfa^iRCBt BMM.tbuii^ 
tbe&rti:viQl#iioe>ef4ienGilady, ^trntitTurnkmrn 
liwid iDOsI' coalf^fiuuf ' . ,,, 

'^ TheV said the kii%li1^'<< youniiisl be ooiu^ 
U^ myi fnesid, to ghre^a fikhexe of your room to 
lliiiardbtir, by'Wayof seotisieL'' 
^^•^ loanaot o1{|eet,f seid An^Qstaie, <^pie?iM 
nsyunfortooate vidaity ^oes net ^njangvr .ili» 
heritkof tkepoortoldkr.f' -. ^.j. 

'^ H4M¥i& be w ready 40 d«i^ Us da^»^ fli^ 
^^>bot, ^ vjithotti .ibe ^oforiof tbe apattmoift 
w iRkhi&'it; andiiftlM jiNN4k. shoitld sleep 
eouedlyvwiuek the fxieseBeee .of e gmierd ia bis 
ehamhtf night' peeireDt^ be isik^ momViaAf lo 
answer your purpose on ibe morrow/' 

<< Let it be.so/' s»d £ir Aymer; <f so 7m 



109: aOVUBOUiACOBEDilB^ 

«die^ entrance than that which is gusu!cUfi>%y 
^ ardiW; ' hc^Vty «MteM ^^ft^iiiidulU'MMiie the 

«<ih{s dMe, l4&y»«l£w)114te4l>wii'Withoiit4cAi^ 
tay mail-diktiMand 6^kiXi^-)l decptiU the tmiUy 
down calls ine ti^aSis to ^dvty^ iiliea j^ou, Aagu»- 
tine, will h^d yourself Midy>to Bttondaae to our 
Casile of Bottgtes/' . - 

. The bells of the convent summoned dieiiilHi* 
bitants and hnuates of Saint Bridelo mbming 
pritj^cH 'M the fiist peep of day* Wh«n iImb 
ASty was oiler; tive knight 'den^mdcMi his ^pvisan- 
er. The abbot manihalled -bim > i» ^the •dbsv^of 
Juogustine's chamber. The sentinel who ints 
Mijdotfed thtet^^ tofbf&A ^hi^sihrtfmi^hiAf 'Or^spe- 
dret of)lpa^fisa^5 a9^rted^4guft^%(€iiiad be^ no 
ttotiiyh te^^hc^^pai'fitteMi'dtfitt^t wbsk iiight. 
iTh^ sfib(itiiftt^d at'&6f'doori'b«tt tecseir^ no 
anfift^eri ^^e^ktidtk6d ag«!h*1otid«b^,>iMit<til« «r 
knce WM tmbtokenfrcMwidifai. - ' '^ 



of the convent of Saint Bride ; ^^ my y^9m§; 

pfttiftfttf Ni>i<i^fitfty[]r M^|5tt,twtPr^fy^flop8.o^ 

he may not have made' hj§„^^q%^erij^^,fl|i 

Di^><ought t&th^ve%ept.<$^to£})iuii9.4<l4-df^t^i^ed 
Uii^.m q\q9^ OTi(fepcl3^,i^til;d*ytMfej^V' 
^ <fl4m$tyottH:.wc^bip5" aaiiit^^ aW><rt,, ^*only 
anticipates a misfortune whiph I oani^ot think 

: .. f^tWeuibaUrfipee^ ne^'' mA thft k%ht; 
4iiid f i4$ii^ hij^i . f^oiee, i h^i cnU^ alouid} #o. aa . to 
be hi9fir4i \ritltf«»n^*l Sliog^ j^ro^^lw* ^^4^ levew, 

laodcbui^ti jpojin tbrt i duQniiijfc%#plii>tf^. wiri^out ^ 

Ml Tibe,to4d#«fft<0fiWS^^^^ ft^flijti^jae 

in IfW^ j^f5pakf^jSo«»i>i^j5^1^^#r»^«>^ iwn^ the 

>0fbi»rQW^ pMrtyfcjWh^rirep^ ptef^!^»»Kip:ea- 
|^l9i^9iib^g,tllmr<)h^Qfl5^ iJH ^i»l^wsur^ of the 
young knight ^«3:ia£V[^if^t^ by h^ iuahqdffa* 
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tans, and tike abnipt namwr in whkdi lie again 
repeated Mb comaandft fat btealdag open ikm 
door. Hiis vat apeeSiy pegfijfm ed, iiu«i|^ k: 
required the application of considerable strength,- 
and as the ahatterod remains fell dashing Into 
Ae apartmenty De Valenoe sprang) and the.' 
abbot hobbled, into the cell of the priaonaiV' 
isJudi, to IkeisiSlaDimt'Qilimt^matii^ 
they found empty* 



• • 
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CHAPTER V. 



«> - • 



Or hath, be melted like some airy pbantom 

Tbftt shuns the approach of mom and the young sun ? 

Or hsth he wrapt him in "Cinnnienan daribma^ 

And pass'd beyond <ihe circuit of the sight 

With things of the night's shadows ? 

Anonpmtnu. * 

Th£ disappearance of tlie youth, wham dig^ 
guise and irhose &te hare, we hope, melined 
our readeiB to take some interest in hias, will 
require some explanation eise we pn»oeed widi 
the other personages of Ihe story, and we shall 
set about giving it accordingly* 

When Augustine was consigned to his ceil iar 
the second time on the prece^fix^ ^p^mng^'^lxA 
Ae monk and the young Knight of Valenoe^had 
teoi the key turned upon him,, and had haanl 



hm fiecore the door on tike bmie wijdi the bok 

which had been put onrat his reguest by sister 

.tTToiffi 0117/ 5no*^\(iifi M0U1J8 9VBft Jguftt-'enorioq 

Ursula* inriri^ose aSieetionsr die rvouth ofiAu«, 

fi:iistine« .his ,extreme handsameness, aad, above 

^m^iwg^if) Off! 10 9001 & mn^Iiq Mxcn ooT .7/91 r 

f So soon. accordinj:ly«^ Aus^oistine re-entered, 

the,, sister, who« during; the interval of hisab- 
sence*. h£^ contrived to slk) into the cell..a:ad 
having: tappiced herself behind the little bedL 

the return of the yoiith. The number of little 
atten^oni^i ^ the dispcraal o^ - hoUjr bou^hs^ /^^ 
silph other evergreens as ,di^, season. pe^rmitted,. 
shpj^e^Jlb^an^etjr o( the holy sisters, to deco^ 
rai<f^the c^Mg^b^r, of their j^^st, and the greetr. 
">!;?, ^f«^*^ VW^ ?^^^ssed *ej9am^,frfeii^^ 
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dmerence between their countenances and their 




view. The aark pilgrim s robe of the disguised 
f^nalei^ was' liot d^^riiigeT (6ontrasif't8 tlii %irnite 
woollen garment worn oy the votaress of oaiht 
Bride^ than tup visage or lift nun, seamed with. 




Sightless lummary m %er head, was to tne beau* 
tiiul countenance o£' 'Aiigustine, now ^^nt witti a 
confidential^, ka^. even affectionate look', upon tlie 
extraordinary features of her companion. 

'^^Ybu^k'now,'* siaid! the suppbsell Aiigustme/ 
** the principal part of my story ; can you, ol^ 
you, lend me ^y our assistance ? If not, mjr 
dearestsister, you mi&t consent to witness my 
d^&V^tber'ihan .iiiy'sfijane.^ "Yes, sister tfr^th- 
la,' ' I will not' be pioihtecl! at by 1^6 tfnger of sbdili» 
as tKe tkougliiQess Waicleit^ mucti^ 

for a young man, of whose attm^^m^ni she^wa& 
P^t's6 well assured asi slie ougMt to 'fiavel b^eh. 
I wltf io^b^ ^ag^edii^fcir^ W^ 1\^ten,<brthe 
purpose of being compelled, by threats of torture^ 
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wkidk tf^mf momm wwld-.wi«b te.^itnnwii> 

gmltfj «ft»ii.tboii0h Ui c o mey K Hipw hiy^ btwr, 
at his own^iprav?'' . . - • . 

<^ Kay, my daiBag <kagltfer/* mi wro r cd ^ ihe 
AIM, ^^ocMnfort yomself ; £or> in jilL X cw aidU 
yoa, be aarared I wilL My means are aomevlwtr 
more tiban my prtaMit aitoalaeiimay ^[|ffea|» and, 
beaaainred, ihey ahall be. tarsod tQ ^ uttcnno^t. 
Meiidiika I alail bear Aat lay wjbidiyav. am^.to^ 
Aua oiber aistem and mj9eiE, aitbon^ Jla^oife^ 
tOQcbed by feeliaga bmdned to y wn^ bad lhe> 
adikeas to eonqprebeod th^t it told 'your, tamm 

^. I am yet Mrfviafd^'^ faidi Aiigaiatiiia^> 
9eild]ig)ieiie«th.lier'toe«rt;ky '^bmrl li«4tlMi« 
biikheai^^g'i]^yoiBr4Mtta ^ hsf, vfbicky ia; 
te^ inaa^ tlie bfetary of my >d]q|Me.^' 

^ Uldaa itb^ y^ .vill ^wr 0%*^ rotmed Ml 



tiie^'BM)ksi ^kiiigliWftttil fiiald«iM'%«0p at 

tHWa fey 1lfi» d«iil)ih4f^lMirp«tt^ii^ «tid^^ « 
tke point ef being given away Itt^ niibriagtit to a 
h^aIoA Hf^f^ iting'^JBi^laiid^ whi^m, in these 
Se^^^tifiiif VGAl#yi», we^ASruplemottDoanaperem^ 
tc^ tyfaat.*** ' 

^ i na«Mi»>l Miy'9<H mjr iistar,^ said the jnln 
^tti9'**and' yet^ true it is, tfaat the oonnnof 
th^dbfii^i«^a#a^ Oav^ston^^nt^mi iJie ^jng; 
'vp&he^ to cMfe» my p^of faM«^ varnei&erl^ 
Mrflk, Writ) m dMufiistaiitse, -iroitiiy of jsadk «a 
alU&nce. ' Meantime I heard of tiie fiamb of :flit 
John de Waltbn; alid I heard of it not vidk the 
le^ fiit^lf>0ci^ tfaaihia ifctati oTthiTalty Hime fluiir 
^ to'Mcnrn akil^t, irii^^^iii e^CfSf tUingdie^ 
t^ito poor M <^^^Miy gio#dl^, andlitatlie aaiil» lif 
fertmte. I siawi^ SSrATohn dto WatevacMi: 
adoioi^Iedge that^Hhoii^ -^iddok h^ 



liM cAwamo}usu^waat93% 



t^ iiflte«lw,tob^ApqnBBlutWuilKllcfcTf^ 

liModbid^ibtfitto^ itiiiigmBiedyi0g9^ mMftl^ 
fiMttn^lh ^^ai^tD 8Bgttlhnttn%hfrJa^B#iVS5#t 

tested by Ike #bole IdngJhm d£ifi«g|iwdi Mr^ 
c^iCfag'tlMiifi&tiuled'nbioiBrtthii^^ toitn.:. 

lii^rft^^*''-'' ""'''' '' ^^I'M"! -,••'»'- •'•; '^'' •♦T,»'i // 

8tiffi<!i^tly^ > e3q>laiq»lc> itkel * r»biis^l:l ; in r wUy^ > ^^ 

«ttrel of «w Imftsei dw aafne >wkair it n^yr fmw^^ 
at Dottglas, InidiMd eriiiUife.li toige.fep^ 
Christmas eve, and sent invitations abroad to the 



cbdkiipkft»*)0fe l}ie x9ammA £dj«racdtthe ^i^! 
saM tlnS'ih^iftAr^ ^Tvrkvnt the realm of £n|;lfiii4 
cannot fti^ilMl^|i'i]Ilsn('1Drttre'0llOl|g)^i<CHr.i¥l^ 
ri4htl)r i «x|)ertr ^{b> > ibe vwars^ to ^ 4eftind a miser- 
aM«^iia»kfc« o£ die ^Mimth^ a^wst 4&« 8c(^ti$k 
rcbdbi^Trfta ibMPB .tmred/ ilo vttoke .St .onreir o«r 
sili^^i^kedb die*i|]ie )^edi!./rojfe ilo.1^ end?- 
Where are the noble ladies, whose smiles .99^ 
tiyigive ddtxttteitttiaevtofibe- K9ighls,.i>£..jgaint 
O^if a'«|Ohaf ?. ^Aiifel t]i^ spirit i^f^J^/aHdiOjE 
dhilt^dA^lK i# >aUkttiid«&d^db(iqpl[.tif)M^o\^^jlMaSg^to* 
at^4!Mted« «o ^peltf^iBt8i^ntiKs^r4tmd>ff r>ni]|^ 
h'e&es^^ fti^i giyaty/8GBrt|niscil to?«tniii0<^i> tsiiC 
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w&jMMf B§ a mmrod to eBthnmam by ^tke^mmg 
0iiimimitti^nii nmtpmai idAagJfnfim jtt^ neck 
^BcAahbwS ^aU vliidL'tappQittAArcfiitifiK^ 
i|itiaal'«aiiolBbfi Xanade^iiijriroflr^iafarajrsvDiider 

kMid^ and 'th«.iiilDesitene/«f m^ ftAwfr^ te^lhe 
gMidl kiO^rf, Wsgv'of iiaUt bitlh isnd Wiwifrj 
n^ flkoidi In^ep'tlM C«0<le of I>»i«lw.iadi]ie 
lOogai EiiglMtd'ft «Mne^ &r a.y««r w<i »4qr« 
I Mi diiwn^vy deaoBSl Mieiv doifaieAfvitlblfae 
jnbiee in wkich mygmedltcz^tietwd'lWiiap* 
plnve of. my wpyoowt pafaioligim' -Yet some 
dicgne of pauselo^ pbee* wiidsltbe ymmg 
Isai^tSf wk) miglit r^aionUjihi^^ heea sqh 
posed ready to embsoce thk- offor^ aU^iiglL^ 
the ride of beii^ OBcnmbored witfi Angwafafc^of 
Bedcoly.'' 

>< Shame o& ike man/' swd>fl»tot (JiMdOs 
<^>wli0fllw«]dttiinksol Pat yow beauty oloaey 
flty doareal, into cmmd&miioaf and a, tfU^kaSg^i 
ougbt tohav« embraced the daager&oC terenfy 
Caatlea t)f Dm8^ ratile3^ ihtt let' aodi .a» ^ 



I 



fj 



said' the pdl^ Aid|i (fh hvtiih wmmppttttdiikB^ jBb» 
iai^s A^Mat. aa%l]tJie IhMMx^y: ttoensKkia sieeflied 

-1**1 I II Jl' 1 i-^t^ AT. . J ^^ ^ i1 A ^ - • ^1 

^^iijr^^eiaoii nvka flwdbdolovtiNV :of-ditt oAft I 
diM^aiaid^'iites Sir Jekl de Wak^H; and M]»« 
"^fe tiw fparded tiy aidwad/ssfing aokt^wir- 
iiii% «bi.kM)^8 m pp m lMhm^ I li^ie Jbe^Jhas^iiot 

j-.u \£Mm0i femmdfj neUe and Mngh.'-quntfd 
^^fWog'Uid^^^ it^diod tiiefii« ^tkmtHani^mQ 
"CMP'^^y gttiMMiur'jdavotioiL iuutng Ajri^rv^ 
£^«Mi Aei i^i^ of BnglKUul. iSMiBdiiaf w# 
• ketf t(M«dtiitng' ivroddly ptsttigefl^ crttHb diis 
. remote nook of Saint Bf ide's oloisler ;' and tbe<«^ 
tfMt g^oes moBg the Sn^^lifili jMUitt» tihat tbeir 
Hkiag iMMukHfeed offebded at yvuv pwltu^;! yovr 
:iriU la oppoiiAiDn'tA Usiovb; jrel, an Itte othar 
^hmti ty^pnlicnred lov«ry fiSff Jofcn dd Waitom 
irai a aoaa of aui^iexleiisiTefaiiia, atad yoiuraff^r 
-HW 86 mach ui tbe dbacacter of better but n^ 



Ml 




Mils, «r mdMr die 

my if>t» "mm ■uwn— iuij vMflai'lMglMft^ 

self iiMb ttf o«» «yiHi' ttcB in iiAil-flilH|ti«lfI 
hid f%»Mimf ksif^ Idt&bnmkmd to4AHMih 

iiUy •T'lNii^nriitf^ Mr««igktrtf BoiqglwQiiM^ 

W«iMi^ irffMf«gg«itt P«rUqte^ii,j|ftirf(eiDr- 

I tad liiUtdMni'ivr ttif lowiy II011D191!) ;aadb iM 
^ sny ldi4r$ but dnHUdr, 4«k aqr> iatsolft- 



MS 




If, 

^iifeiwifcp»T«-iiiiVri iiiii iwiM^iini<ii|wrth 
fai< »jj«iH iAid r ^ M^'wirfiiniiipfeiifc WNK 

UMi li M il ii ^ii t n iifc<tfi ,i »i nwi i fci w» 1 .fl nO pKw j ffi p, 

-bMlrwHitat MMnlni*l>db,iM^«a9to<iMMig« .-into 
<yi<kert«lM rii i g w i oii>idb3M»?iPMMi»iii.juit<> 
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your pirtli tbravgh "ikeM'^woedby and pMkeet 
jMi in CBser of any dangeiv too likely to oecsnr 
in these troublesome times. It wfll:liHi» be 
iiigli nkt hour ere yoadspait; raad^smie I am that 
kk BO iMtttNT dm ^yoa spend llie dme better 
than ill' Bsteningf to<dktresfl^ too simibir to jpiov 
own, midfloiriii^fNintbesaaroec^disBpfoiiited 
affeetion whidi yoa must imtds ajmipadiMe 
Irith.'* 

The distresses of the Ladjr Augusta did net 
prevent het being in seme d^reo affected dmoit 
ludicrously with the singular oontiast between 
Ae hideous ooontenance of this vioiim of the 
fender passion, and the cause ia wUcfc she im- 
puted her sorrows; but it waa not a moment fiir 
giving way to a sense of the ridiculous, wliieh 
would have been in the highest degree offensive 
to the sister of Saint Bride, whose good-will she 
had so many reasons to eoBciliate. She readily, 
therefore, suoeeeded in preparing herself to listen 
to the votary wiA an appearance of sympathy^ 
which m%ht vewaid that which Ae had hfftstU 
escpmenoedatthe hands of sister Ubsak^ wUIe 
the unfortanate redose, with an agitation which 
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«uide< her sglBie». stall nomoonipi^tuoiiSf 9ftiv 

' <^ My^ aiirfiiiiDiifiB cQiiimeiioad long' Wore I 
)WM ealkd siftfir Uni^ia&sQola<Mas«v4>ter«fle( 
:irMi]a[ these walla Myi&AtB w^ » noble Miwi* 
'iiittD^ whoy like oMuqr of Uft «oiintr]meii9 .eoughi; 
8&d iauad foftme at tibe oourt of the KIjb^ oif 
Scotland. He was endowed with the sheriff- 
4<MQQi of this coiinl^, and Muirice de Hatt^y, er 
Hautlie% was numbered among: the wealthy- 
and powefAd barons of Scotland. Wherefore 
ehonld I' deny it, that the daughter of tim baron» 
then called Margaret de HaatKeB, was alse 
dfetingaiBhed ammg the great and &ir of the 
land? It can beno censurable vanity whidi pro»- 
vokes me to speak the truths and iinleas I teS. 
it myself yoot could hardly nmpee^ what a 
resembiazioe I once bore ewetk to the loFely. Lady 
Augusta of Beitely. About this time bridge oitf; 
those untfoiicmate feuds of Bsuoe and Balidi^ 
which hare been so long the curse ef -this comH 
try. Myislher^d^smiiiiedinUidioicedf part^ 
by ^ne arguments of his weabky Mnnae& at iim 



iMief ttlte>;£i^idkli»ltaiv)§4.iff^ ,Mf^ 

iiid4ifibarfiferda<iif otft# J^ i<,Nflff# 

«iiioiig:<fto^j|[t9laMed^»Si^tHbi.toU» i>BHt^ WHS 

and'Oioi^Ams iibs intdfertd^tidstodoby fhis.^Mmo-i. 

Saint 'Andrew! aadi diie <patrj^> Wallai:^.. .^mo^g 
'4li6S6'8i>Uiet8'o£.tlie scdl^ Midooha £leitiii^,0f 
Biggsc mM. one of tlie mast di^tui9¥iBh«d..b7 
}m mHUi birth, hia higb acqiiirtoimls» aadiUs 
&Bie is ehi)rabry» . laaw bim ; anddie gba^ttjr 
•peetve wbo now addresses yon nuitt noi by^ 
liAamed to «ay^ tbat sbe loved, aftdwas bdoyed 
hyy ma of the handsmnest yootbs in Scotfoii4» 
Our. attabhmtot vtem dkoovered to- my fotber 
almbgi-^eum bad 09»ed it.ta oaeh. 0tber,t«ll4 
be? wks ifiim^iis >both' i^jpumt my loY0t ««ad .mjfT 
aelf ; be'plaoed meynde]! ^ chai*ge of a ueUgioilp 
wonnm >af this rslei: and I itm iiamiured mtim 
the. ]iaDfieiofu^Saitit^BiU^^..wb0i)e my Julher 
abamed mdt to.BBi»(MuMB iiO'iiHrald ^twtrn nxnM 
take die iveiliibyfolxieiuilefla I agreed te wed. a* 



i^'b^ ketd^t^^oivdd^b^thdihotupeiof Haatliedi ?I 

that d^tiik «3ilooldiWmy<ehole^!atl&ei)<ihqn)aiii^ 

tbeff'Vagl iny loi^Hcfss'faatbfiilj^iiye ftound me^ns 
to c6mbi*»Mckt(s to ffie a paitfeictttef* iligUt/on'^vUck 
kei'py^posidd' tb s^YteHipt tf> «(k>]:iiw tbe^mmbeiy of 
l%&tit^ 'Bride,' >ft»d)<€tory^'nte from henoe to itee^ 
ifkol'miA the gi<ee]dwood, <^f whieh Wallace. \ms 
g^&My lealted the kin^; Ifi ian evil lidiir**-an 
Koirtv ' I t&ink^ > of -m&ttiation and witcbery^^I 
$iiffelr€id th«>ld>bes$ to^fae^dle tlw sebret outpf 
iney ^Meh I migiht^ Imve been seasible .ivsodkl 
tipped iha^fe horribly 'flagidcntsr to her- tkan to 
any othe^wctotm' that breathed; but I had ii()l 
t^kken <th*8 voWi^ and I tlvMight Wallace and Flet* 
wang had ^e 8am<$ ebaniii^ fdt* ovepy body as foe 
aie^ ^iidi the aitfal wbrmah'ga^e ;ne 'i|eason to 
believe '^hailiifaer loyalty to Si^ti^ wsto widuoiit a 
flaw df diliipieloQ, and* ^«h^I took tp^Vmm pUt, of 
irhiob my &eedoia/\fttB Ae cdgei^. ^ The^idibesa 
«&gag^d^to hEKrejtbe Sagligb'gmrds removed,* 
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to a disttmoe, and fn appearand^ the troops wero 
vitbdrawB. Accordingly, in tiie middfe of flie 
night aH)omted, the window of my c^Bi wfaldi 
was two stories firoM the gunxAd, Wte opened 
without noise ; and never were my eyes more 
gladdened than, as ready disg^n&ed and arrayed 
for flight, eren in a horseman's dress, like yotti^* 
self, fiJrest Lady Angusta, I saw Malcolm ¥le* 
ming spring into the apartment He rushed to- 
wards me ; bat at the same time my taAer widi 
ten of his strongest men filled the room, and 
cried their war-cry of BalioL Blows were in- 
stantly dealt on every side, A form Hke a gianl^ 
however, appeared in the midst of the tnmn}^ 
and disdngoished himself even to my half-giddy 
<^y6> by the ease with which he bore down and 
dispersed those who fought against oilr freedom. 
My lather alone offered an opposition whieii 
threatened to prove fatal to him ; for Wallace^ 
it was said, could foil any two martial champions 
that ever drew sword. Brushing from him tibe 
armed men, as a lady would drive away with her 
fan a swarm of troublesome flies, he secured me 
in one arm, used his other for our mutual pxo« 



toctioQ,. «sd I ifaand joajrself in die act of being 
bcnme iasof^ty down the ladder by wbich xny 
tl^verere had a^nded .firom without.; — but aa 
i^iril &te awai^ this ajtt^n^t 

>^ My &ther» whom the Champion of Scotland 
had spared for my sake^ or tather for Flemiug's^ 
gained by hia yietor's compassion and lenity 
a, fearful advantage, and made a remorseless 
oae of it. Having only his left hand to oppose 
$Q the maniac attempts of my &ther, even the 
strength of Wallajce could not prevent the assail- 
ant, with all .tiie energy of desperation, irma. 
throwing down the ladder, on which his daugh- 
ter was perched like a dove in the grasp of an 
eagle. The champion saw Our danger, and ex* 
lerting his inimitable strength and agility, cleared 
himself and me from the ladder, and leaped free 
4>f the moat of the convent, into which we must 
otherwise have been precipitated. The Ch^o^ 
pion of Scotland was s^ved in the desperate a^ 
tempt, but I, who fell among aheap of stones and 
rid>bish, I, the disobedient daughter, wellnig^ 
the apostate vestal, waked only from a long bed 
of sickness, to find myself the disfigured wretch 



.l^J f^^y-i>^^' #%o|iftS^ l«B<*ewr.|W<- 
l^''^M?B^pte°oK.<»4e«fiuiff.faottowi o^ 

ielt ths^t it ;tiroul4b?,aj)r,?ferabJe-Jl<rt tftfewi \ie^^ 
in the sti^e.ts of ^.Scqtti^ vi^lW^ tirai^ai^ Abbesii 

«ven titbit j)op^ .phj^qt jjf ^^tiq??, on whiei »f 
fatlier used to expatiate w^m d^^<>m ^i pes^ 
|ttaduig p^. tp^^o: l^e monasti<$«t^te) hf liiMer 
•^ans t|^^ t^rowj^ TTf^off tbe. bat|)«KQi&nta,' 
long ppe^ to me,, ,Tbe q^iabbf^^diei^aiei^ 
<;aught ^tb^ ^rei^ipg pf . the imy ; ^ andihe placcv 
wliich migbt have been k^pt ^^ii .until r was 
i^fible> QfJ^llipg^ ifi^ v^ d)$piQS6d|0f. odiertvise, 
-when tj^e ,^g)i^ tl^iNigbt.fitjtp vefiwrm, afe ii»y 
iteriR^d |tj,; thSTdispiR|ipfi.-^rth^ 4oi*0.j ^and, inr* 
^t€|ad, of,.€jle^tipg.^ ^ew abbci^s, i^dnt Juther- t«w 
or thriee^fti^E^dly ^po^fcs, inrhp .haw »^w ti»^ abao*- 
lutej^y^rnp^nt of, tb^ y^opwpHnity, .wdi wkld 



iti'ebtfr%lyl i^iir^^ "to 1i!fe ^{il^aduM of the 
Sto^UhV ^Biit I^ M 'W^; ^6 We bad' the 
)M«MY>i>'iMi «^^i^ed^%'ili*6 arinB of ike 
/!&i3tmjfiM ^^ my b^uttby; "Will iSot Wmain ^Here 
t6(tb« c^fi^8Ud^'By'tti{» Afyb'bt J^romel 1 will 
^o fi»^th r fa<>^ ad I'ffiai' to 'find; rtfadoh^^ 
frie&ds^'Wlid M^'t^dvidb W^i^^ ^ttlhg place of 
ieektf^efot MArg^et d^ HkutHclu &an the con^ 
veiU^ Saint Bride ; yoti, too, dearest lady, stiaTl 
obtidn^your ^freedom, and it will t)e well to leave 
Mch iitformation ad wilt make Sir John de Wal- 
ton aware of the derotion with which his happy 
£ite bas inispired yoti/' 

^^ it is not^ then, yotu' own int^ntibn,'^ stud 
the Lady Augusta, <^ to return !ntd the world 
agoing and you are about to renounce the lover, 
in a uniom with whom you and he once «aw 
your joint happiness?^ . i . 
. << It is a questioii, my dearest child,^* jsa^d 
sister Umuh, ^ which I dare not adk myself, 
and to which I ani absolutely uncertain what 
aooBwer I should return. I have liot t^en the 
fiaal and inretoeable vows; Ih^ve done nothing 
to alter my rituatibn with regard tQ Malcolm 

g2 
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T\ermhg. He diso, by the vowd plighted hr the 
Oiancery of Heaven, is my affianced bridegroom, 
nor am I conscious that I less deserve his fidA, 
in any respect now, than at the moment when 
it was pledged to me ; but, I confess, dearest 
lady, that rumours have reached me, which stijig' 
me to the quick ; the reports of my wounds and 
-scars are said to have estranged the Kiiight <^ 
my choice. I am now indeed poor,'' she added, 
with a sigh, <^ and I am no longer possessed 
of those personal charms, which they say attract 
the love, and fix the fidelity, of the other sex. 
I teach myself, therefore, to think, in my mo- 
ments of settled resolution, that all betwixt me 
and Malcolm Fleming is at an end, saving good 
wishes on the part of both towards the other ; 
and yet there is a sensation in my bosom which 
whispers, in spite of my reason, that if I abso- 
lutely believed that which I now say, there would 
be no object on earth worthy my Kving for in 
order to attain it. This insinuating prepossession 
whispers to my secret soul, and in very opposi- 
tion to my reason and understanding, that Mal- 
colm Fleming, who could pledge his all upon the 



service of his country) i$ incapable of nourifihinf 
the verdatUa affection of an ordinary, a coaiae, 
or a venal character. : MetLijoks, were the dif- 
ference upon hii^ part inaitead of inine» he would 
not lose hii9^ interest in my eyess because he was 
seamed with honourable scars, obtained in as<^ 
serting the freedom of his Qhoice, but tl^at such 
wounds would, in my opinion, add to his merits 
whatever they took away from his personal comev* 
liness* Ideas rise on my soul, as if Malcolm and 
Margaret might yet be to each other all that their 
affections once anticipated with so much secnrity^ 
and that a change, which took nothing from the 
honour and virtue of the beloved person, must 
rather add to, than diminish, the charms of the 
union. Look at me, dearest Lady Augusta I— 
look me — ^if you have courage— full in the &ce| 
and tell me whether I do not rave when my 
fimcy is thus converting mere possibilities into 
ihat which is natural and probable/' 

The Lady of Berkely, c(mscious of the necei^- 

^ *Bity, raised her eyes on the unfortunate ntui, 

afraid of losing her own chance of deliverance 

by the mode in which she should conduct he»- 



4li& Jmfi, i^mgl}A ttuK^k. ftp tber{.i^^<H4te«tim the 
Loathly JMf ]|»ifSTb« M9i7^e.<iC|SixX3Faw»V^" 
jmd she conduitted b^ fMi»Tmr>iii the faUMiwg. 
•manner: — 

f* You adk me^ my- dear. Xafy Afocg^Mt^ a 
trying, queation^whioti it vould be uafirtendly 
to .anawier oiherviae Iban edncerely, aacl kn^t 
cvuel lo answer with too inuch- taobness^ . .:It. ia 
true» that what ia caUed beauty . is ^ ,.&tei' 
fquaUty.on whidn we of the weaker aex learn to- 
.aet a yalw ; we are fla^red by the impulatioa 
joi personal ichanna, whether we actually ppeaeas 
^em oor/notj mi.^o doi^bt :we,. learn to.plji^ 
upon .tl)0m. a.great de^ more .oas^ell^eniQe than 
in reality ia foiMid to b^ong to tham. Woi^eii^ 
bowever> eyex^.aiieh a^ are bold. by their own 
ae2^» and . perhaps in fecret by theia8Qlyea> aa 
devoid of all pretensions to. beauty bare h^dea 
Jtnown to become, from their imderstanding. 



tW yOU^Midc^jli^ 'M^taobg ibottld'^b^ ^mAe^ 
thai pc«d«l^'dajr'df'tfie!€ttrt]^:9rilte&fd^ 
the pttsfiisg <^}V£eiii^ii^ ^ dlil>v/diid' ftlhui ^ oidttH 
padMn to th^ tbmii»(a tftte^alfo<*k«H astd ih« 
excellence of talents and virtae ?" - ' • 

The Qaii^ pressed her co>npaiiion'» hand to her 
bosom^ and asi^weved her mtb adeep «igh» 

'^ I Inuv'' 9he said) ^* ydu flatter me, sdid yet, 
ill ak^risk like thus iA does one good to be flat- 
tered, eveit as^ oordsiaU^ otherwise diaig^6iig to^ 
Ah oonsUttStito) are ir&ely given to support % 
patient thi^eiigh a patoxysm of agony, aad enable 
him to etidar^ at least what t^ey cannot ocr^* 
Answer me only one qneistkm, tmd it will be lime 
we drop this conversation. Omld' you, sweet 
lady, ydu upon ^ho^i fortune has bestowed so 
many cbtirms; ooiild any argument make you 
patient under the irretrievable loss of your per- 
sottfld adranlai^s, with the eoiicomkant loss, as 
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m mj case m meet prefcoHey of that lover ibr 
iiriiom yva hare abeAdy* idmie <so QMidt ?'^ 

The EwgH A ladyeartker eyts agaiii ea her 
friend, and eouldl not ikelp dMnMering a little lit 
the thciiigkt of liier lOWti beamlifiil oeuutetiaBce 
being exehanged lor 4e fieamed aiid seaned 
features of tiie Lady ef Haudien, irregolariy 
lighted by the beams of a single eye. 

<< BeHere me/' she said, looking sdemnly 
upwards, *' ihat eren in the case which yon sap- 
pose, I would not sorrow so much for myself, as 
I would for the poor-spirited thoughts of the 
lov«r who could leave me because those transi- 
tory channs (which must in any case ere long 
take their departure) had fled ere yet the bridal 
day. It is, however, concealed by the decrees ni 
Providence, in what manner, or to what extent^ 
other persons, with whose dispositicHi we are not 
fully acquainted, maybe affected by such changes^ 
I can only assure you that my hopes go widi 
yours, and that there is no difficulty which shall 
remain in your path in future, if it is in my 
power to remove it — Hark f* 

" It is the signal of. our freedom," replied 
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Ufsula^ giving tatt^itioft^' MnelhiBg' resem- 
bling the nflmap «f die niglit dwL ^^ We min« 
prepare to leave' the eoBTsnt in a few minutes. 
Have you any tHin^ to> take with you ?^ 

^< Nothing,'' answered -the LaAy of Begrkely, 
*^ except the few>TaluaUesy whidi i 8<»roe know 
why I* brought widi me on my light hither* 
This scroll, which I idiall leare behind, gives my 
fidthftd minstt^l permission to save himself, by 
confessing to Sir John de Walton who the person 
really is whom he has had within his reach." 

^< It is strange," said the novice of Saint Bride, 
^^ through what extraordinary labyrinths this 
Love, this Will-of-the- Wisp, guides his votaries. 
Take heed as you descend ; this trapdoor, care^ 
fully concealed, curiously jointed and oiled, leads 
to a secret postern, where I conceive the horses 
already wait, which will enable us speedily to 
bid adieu to Saint Bride's — Heaven's blessing on 
her, and on her convent ! We can have no ad^ 
vantage from any light, until we are in the open 
air." 

During this time, sister Ursula, to give her 
for the last time her conventual name, exchanged 



her stole, dr loose upper garment, for the mord 
succinct cloak and hood of a horseman. She led 
the way through divers passages, studiously com-* 
plicated, unti! the Lady of Berkely, with throb* 
bing heart, stood in the pale and doubtful moon- 
light, which was f s]unvig< iw^ljjii grpy uncertainty 
upon the walls of the ancient building. The 
imitation of an owlet's cry directed them to a 
neighbouring, large ^Im, and oil appj^oaphlf^ ^t, 
they were aware of three horses, heW by op?^. 
concerning whom they could only see that.. bet 
was taD, strong, and accoutii;Qd,,in the dresi^ of i( 
man-at-arms* 

this place. Lady Margaret, it is so piucl^ the 
better. Ton have only to direct the course which 
we shall hold/' 

• ■ 

, Lady Margaret's answer was given beneaji^ 
her^ breath ; and replied to with a caution frpj^ 
thciguide to r^de slowly and silently fpr the .first 
quarter of an hour, by whiqh timjB! inhabited pl^we* 
would be left ^t a di^ta^c^.. 



» ■ ) « ■* 
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li ti f>K(1^ .JliMl Jr'Ui.J J i» :• '•'1 , I. •• ■•' 

'"GttEAT \^as*the astfoiiislimeht of tLe young 
Kiflght of Valence aiid tte reverend! Tatter Je- 
refine,' wli^n, upon breaking into the eell, they 
disciivered the youthful pilgrim*s absence ; and, 
from the garments which were left, saw every 
Te^on to l&ink that'the one-eyed novice, sister 
Ufistila, MA accompanied hijoi in his escape from 
oils tody. A thousand thoughts thronged upon Sir 
Aymer, how shamefully he had suffered himself 
to be ioutwitted'by the artifices of a boy and of a 
no^ilcfe..' Hiirrevet^nd companion in error felt no 
lesd coniiititki for havlb'g Recommended to the 
kttlglit a^ttild exerclkd of'hxs Authority. Father' 
Jerome had obtained his preferment as abbot upon 
the fidth of his zeal for the cause of the English 
monarch, with the affected interest in which he 
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was at a losi to reeoBcile fais-proeeedii^ of the 
laift night. A hurried enqmry took plaee, from 
which little could be learned, save that tlte youn^ 
pilgrim had most certainly gone off with' the Lady 
Margaret de Hautlieu, an incident at wldch the 
females of the convent expressed soiprise^ min- 
gled with a great' deal of horror ; while that of 
life males, whom the 'hews soon reached, was 
qualified with a degree of wonder, whidi seemed 
to be founded upon the tery different pdrsoiud 
appearance of the two fiigitiTes. 
. ** Sacred Virgin," said a nnn, <^ who coold hsve 
oonceiyed the hoppfiil votaress, sister Ursnla, so 
lately drowned in tears for hor fiithec's Tmtimdy 
firte, capable of eloping witlia young- boy, scBsee 
fonrteen y^irs (dd P' 

'' And, holy Saint Bride," said tbe Abbot Je^^ 
rome, ^ what could have made so handsome a 
yoimg man lend his arm to asskt such anig^ 
mare as isister Unula in the commission of so 
great an enormity? Certainly he can neither 
plead temptation nor seduction, but nnnt lisrs 
gone, as the worldly phrase is, — to ike devil widi 
a dishclout" 



^* I must disperse i&di soldiers i«r pursae tlie 
fiqptiyes^'' flaid De Vi^enee^ *< aalfiss this letter^ 
wUch ike pflgvim mast ^^ve lefi bddnd biniy 
flhall oolttain some es^laiurtioii lesptcting our 
nryBteiaonn priflooerb'^ > • . i 

After viewing the contents wttk some sar^ 
prise, he read aliocid,-*^^^ The anden%ned, late 
residing in the house al Saint Bride^ do yon^ 
Father Jeroi^ie, the abbot of eaid hoase^ to kneW} 
thfl^ finding yea were deposed to treat me as a 
prisoner and a spy^ in the sanctuary to which you 
had received me as a distressed person, I have 
resolved to use my natural liberty 9 with which 
you have no right to interfere, and therefore 
have withdrawnmyscif from yoar abbacy* Moire* 
over, finding that the novice called in your, con* 
vent sister Ursula (whs hath, by monastic rule 
and diiscipline, a fair tide to return to the wcffld 
unless she is pleased, after a year's noviciate, t» 
profess hersdf sister of your order,) is determi- 
ned to use such privil^e, I joyfully take the 
opportunity of her company in this her lawful 
resolution, as being what is in conformity to the 
law of God, and the precepts of Saint Bride, . 



164 CASTLE S^J^GERQVSU 



t 



wUdi gire you jio ft^th5>TitJ .to dertain apy p^r-i^ 
sen in your cojuyepj;, by fyxo^^^ wl^Q Jiatbta(M>t.takea: 
upon h«c irreTpo^bly thfi yow9..Qf tbc^ fTrder^ ,. , r 
" To you^ Sir iJTol^n de W^Jtaa, wd Sk AywiW 
de Yalenpe, knigHte .of, EogJtwdt c^nunas^dk^ 
the garrispn of Dpugl^ Pal^ I )w(^ .^ply.ta.si^y, . 
that you have acted and are acting agaios^txii^^ 
lender a paystoyy^ (the spUrtion. of nrhiph A^: pon^ 
prehended in a (S^qret ]qfowA.a];ily,|Q my Mth? 
ful minstrel, Bertran^ of ^h^ nmny I-ays,.ns.wlwiWt: 
son I have foiled, it cpnvempnt.tq pias^.siy^^w 
But as I cannot ^tt|his time pprjsv^il opoD ;3AJ^1£. 
personally to discover a.acfcret wMdk f9^9Qt W^JtL 
be unfolded without feelix^ of shftio^) J> .Itfyt 
only give permission to tbp said B^iitra^;tli^ 
minstrel, but I cha^e and command him, that he 
tell. to you the purpose with which I came ori- 
^ally to the Castle, of :Do<igIaJ9T..Whp9<iltisi& 
discoyered^ it, will only, xemaui tq ^ssgt^m np^ 
feeling towards the two k»igJ?Lts,.ia,i:e|;vui?n for, 
the p^in and agony.of m^d.whkh.tlM^ir vipj,9fi^ 
and threats of further sfjverities.}^v,eiw5C8^?^^ 

"And first, respectiijg Sir, Aym^, dp. Yajt 



lene«,:l*freefly tod Willingly forgive him fo^ 
likl4tig'1«5ert^'faV61ved'lri k mfeto'Ke'to tt^ich'l 
myself 1^ tbei Way, 'AhS' 1 dhdl it alt tiined be 
h^y^ t6 'nl^^t i^ Ilim ^' ka 'acqiiamt^ce, 
smA tt^t^'tb difhk fettHer bf his part in these 
ieVr dayb^ history,' saving 'as ma^tbif of mirtlr and 
ridicule. 

- ^« Bttt resp^ctJn^ SJf Jbhn de Walton, I must 
jreqtieist 6f hiia to consider whether his condnci 
te^^ards me, stsmding'as we at present do towards 
«aeh 6(%er,'is such a£r he himself ought to forget, 
pi* Tought to forgive; alid I trust he will under- 
stand hie Wheu I tell him, that all former con- 
ne^i^s must henceforth be at an end between 
him and like i^upposed 

<* AUGUSTIKE.* 

"'^Thi^ is madness,** said the abbot, when he 
had read the letter,^—** very Midsummer mad- 
ness ; not unfrequentfy an Accompaniment pf this 
pestiletitial disease, and I should do well in 
'reqtliniig 6f those soldiers who shall first ap< 
prehend this youth Augustine, that they reduce 
hifir Victuals immediately to water and bread. 
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takifig care that tfa^ £et da not «Xeeecl in 
cure what is neoefisary to mistain nastwe ; natf^ I 
should be warranted by tiie learned, did I rep- 
eammend a sufficient' intermixtare «f flagdfak* 
tion with belts, stirrup-leathers, or ««re]ngle% 
and faifing those, iritii riding-^hip% Mrkdies^ 
and the like." 

^ Hush ! my xererend father,^ said De V»* 
lence, ^^ a light begins to break in upon mew 
John de Walton, if my snspidon be true, woald 
sooner expose his own flesh to be hewn fiomhii 
bones, than hare this Augusdse's finger stoag 
by a gnat Instead of treating this youth as a 
madman, I, for my own part, will.be eonteiiled 
to avow that I myself have be^i bewildied and 
fasbinated ; and by my honour, if I send out my 
attendants in quest of the fugitives, it shall be 
with the strict charge, that, when apprehended, 
they treat them with all respect, and protest 
them, if they object to return to this house, to 
any honourable place of refuge which diey may 
desire,*' 

^^ I hope/' said the abbot, lookiz^ strangely 
confused, ^^Ishall be first heard in behalf of the 
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ekurch conceraiog tlds offiar of an abducted 
nim? Ymii see yenxneH^ Si$ JUiightj that thii 
scapegrace of a jninatrel aTeudbee neither re* 
pentance nor contrition lit his ibare in a matter 
s» flagitioiis/' 

^< You shall be secured an opportimity of bduog 
fally heard," replied the knight, ^^ if you shall 
£nd at last that y#a really desire one. Mean-* 
time, I must back, without a momenf a delay, to 
iniorm Sir John de Walton of the turn which af- 
£itrs halve taken. Farewell, reverend fathar. By 
my honour, we may wish each other joy that we 
hare escaped from a troublesome charge, which 
iH'onght as much terror with it aa the phantoms 
of a feaiM dream^ and is yet found capable of be* 
ing dispelled by a cure as simple as that of awa- 
kening the sleeper* But, by Saint Bride I both 
churchman and lajrman are bound to eympathize 
Widi the unfortunate Sir John de Walton. I tell 
thee, father, that if this letter" — touching the 
misave with his finger-*--^^ is to be construed 
literally, so for as respects him, he is the man 
moat to be pitied betwixt the brink of Solway 
and the place where we now stand. Suspend thy 
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curiosity, most worthy chutchman, lest there 
should be more in this matter than I myself .see ; 
so that, while thinking that I have lighted on the 
true explanation, I may not have to acknowledge 
that I have been again leading you into error.-—* 
Sound to horse there ! Ho !" he called out from 
the window of the apartment; ^^ and let the 
party I brought hither prepare to scour the woods 
on their return." 

^^ By my fiadth !" said Father Jerome, *^ I am 
right glad that this young nut-cracker is going 
to leave me to my own i^editation. I hate when a 
young person pretends to understand whatever 
passes, while his betters are obliged to confess 
that it is all a mystery to them. Such an as- 
sumption is like that of the conceited fool, sister 
Ursula, who pretended to read with a single 
eye a manuscript, whidi I myself could not find 
intelligible with the assistance of my spectacles." 

This might not have quite pleased the young 
knight, nor was it one of those truths which the 
abbot would have chosen to deliver in his hearing. 
But the knight had shaken him by the Imnd, said 
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adieu, and was already at Hazelside. issuing par- 
ticular orders to little troops of the archers and 
others, and occasionally chiding Thomas Dick- 
son, who, with a degree of curiosity which tlie 
English knight was not very willing to excuse, 
had been endeavouring to get some account of 
the occurrences of the night.. 

" Peace, fellow !" he said, " and mind thine 
9wn business, being well assured that the hour 
will come in which it will require all the atten- 
tion thou canst give, leaving others to take carer 
of their own affairs." 

" If I am suspected of any thing," answered 
Dickson, in a tone rather dogged and surly than 
otherwise, " methinks it were but fair to let me 
know what accusation is brought against me. I 
need not tell you that chivalry prescribes that a 
knight should not attack an enemy undefied." 

" When you are a knight>** answered Sir 
Aymer de Valence, " it will be time enough 
for me to reckon with you upon the points of 
form due to you by the laws of chivalry. Mean- 
while, you had best let me know what share yoa 
have had in playing off the martial phantom which. 

vox- IV. H 
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sounded the rebellious slogan of Douglas in tlie 
town of that name ?' 

** I know nothing of what you speak," answer* 
ed the goodman of Hazelside. 

^ See then," said the knight, << that you do 
not engage yourself in the affairs of other people^ 
even if your conscience warrants that you are 
in no danger from your own." 

So saying, he rode off, not waiting any answer* 
The ideas which filled his head were to the fol- 
lowing purpose. 

'^ I know not how it is, but one mist seems 
no sooner to clear away, than we find ourselves 
engaged in another. I take it for granted, that 
the disguised damsel is no other than the goddess 
of Walton's private idolatry, who has cost him 
and me so much trouble, and some certain degree 
of misunderstanding during these last weeks* 
By my honour ! this fair lady is right lavish in 
the pardon which she has so frankly bestowed 
upon me, and if she is willing to be less com- 
plaisant to Sir John de Walton, why Aen — And 
what then ? — It surely does not infer that she 
would receive me into that place in her affections^ 
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from which she has just expelled De Walton ? 
Nor, if she did, could I avail myself of a change 
in favour of myself, at the expense of my friend 
and companion in arms. It were a folly even to 
dream of a thing so improbable. But with respect 
to the other business, it is worth serious consi* 
deration. Yon sexton seems to have kept com- 
pany with dead bodies, until he is unfit for the 
society of the living ; and as to that Dickson of 
Hazelside, as they call him, there is no attempt 
against the English during these endless wars in 
which that man has not been concerned; had 
my life depended upon it, 1 could not have pre- 
vented myself from intimating my suspicions of 
him, l^t him take it as he lists.'' 

So saying, the knight spurred his horse, and 
arriving at Douglas Castle without further ad- 
venture, demanded, in a tone of greater cordiality 
than he had of late used, whether he could be 
admitted to Sir John de Walton, having some- 
thing of consequence to report to him. He was 
immediately ushered into an apartment, in which 
Ae governor was seated at his solitary breakfast. 
Considering the terms upon which they had 
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lately stood) the governor of Douglas Dale was 
somewhat surprised at the easy familiarity with 
which De Valence now approached him* 

<^ Some uncommon news/' said Sir John, 
rather g^yely, '^ have brought me the honour 
of ISr Aymer de Yalence^s company." 

*^ It is," answered Sir Aymer, ^' what seems 
of high importance to your interest, Sir John 
de Walton, and therefore I were to blame if I 
lost a moment in communicating it." 

^^ I shall be proud to profit by your intelli* 
gence," said Sir John de Walton. 

^ And I too," said the young knight, " am 
loalji to lose the credit of having penetrated a 
mystery which blinded Sir John de Walton. At 
the same time, I do not wish to be thought 
capable of jesting with you, which might be the 
case, were I, from misapprehension, to give a 
false key to this matter. With your permis* 
sion, then, we will proceed thus: We go to- 
gether to the place of Bertram the minstrel's 
confinement I have in my possession a scroll 
from the young person who was intrusted to the 
care of the Abbot Jerome ; it is written in a de-^ 
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licate female hand, and gives authority to the 
minstrel to declare the purpose which brought 
them to this vale of Douglas." 

" It must be as you say," said Sir John de 
Walton, ** although I can scarce see occasion for 
adding so much form to a mystery which can be 
expressed in such small compass." 

Accordingly the two knights, a warder lead- 
ing the way, proceeded to the dungeon to which 
the minstrel had been removed. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

The dooTg of the strongbold being undone^ 
displayed a dungeon such as in those days held 
victims hopeless of escape, but in which the in- 
genious knave of modem times would scarcely 
have deigned to remain many hours. The huge 
rings by which the fetters were soldered together, 
and attached to the human body, were, when 
examined minutely, found to be clenched to- 
gether by riveting so very thin, that when 
rubbed with corrosive acid, or patiently ground 
with a bit of sandstone, the hold of tl^e fet* 
ters upon each other might be easily forced 
asunder, and the purpose of them entirely frus- 
trated. The locks also, large, and apparently 
very strong, were so coarsely made, that an 
artist of small ingenuity could easily contrive to 
get the better of their fastenings upon the same 
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principle. The daylight found its way to the 
subterranean dungeon only .at noon, and through 
a passage which was purposely made tortuous, so 
as to exclude the rays of the sun, while it pre- 
sented no obstacle to wind or rain. The doe- 
trine that a prisoner was to be esteemed inno- 
cent until he should be found guilty by his peers, 
was not understood in those days of brute force, 
. and he was only accommodated with a lamp or 
other alleyiation of his misery, if his demeanour 
was quiet, and he appeared disposed to give his 
jailer no trouble by attemptingto make his escape. 
Such a cell of confinement was that of Bertram, 
whose moderation Of temper and patience had 
nevertheless procured for him such mitigations 
of his fate as the warder could grant. He was 
. permitted to carry into his cell the old book, in 
the perusal of which he found an amusement of 
his solitude, together with writing materials, and 
such other helps towards spending his time as 
were consistent with his abode in the bosom of 
the rock, and the degree of information with 
^ which his minstrel craft had possessed him. He 
raised his head from the table as the knights en- 
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tered, while the governor observed to the young 
knight : — 

** As you seem to think yourself possessed of 
the secret of this prisoner, I leave it to you, Sir 
Aymer de Valence, to bring it to light in the 
manner which you shall judge most expedient. 
If the man or his son have suffered unnecessary 
hardship, it shall be my duty to make amends — 
which, I suppose, can be no very important 
matter." 

Bertram looked up, and fixed his eyes full 
upon the governor, but read notliing in his 
looks which indicated his being better acquaint- 
ed than before with the secret of his imprison- 
ment. Yet, upon turning his eye towards Sir 
Aymer, his coimtenance evidently lighted up, 
and the glance which passed between them was 
one of intelligence. 

** You have my secret then," said he, " and 
you know who it is that passes under the name 
of Augustine ?' 

Sir Aymer exchanged with him a look of 
acquiescence ; while the eyes of the governor. 
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glancing wildly from the prisoner to the kxiight 
of Valence, exclaimed, — 

** Sir Aymer de Valence, as you are belted 
knight and Christian man, as you have honour 
to preserve on earth, and a soul to rescue after 
death, I charge you to tell me the meaning of 
this mystery ! It may be that you conceive, 
-with truth, that you have subject of complaint 
against me ; — If so, I will satisfy you as a knight 
miay." 

The minstrel spoke at the same moment. 

« I charge this knight," he said, « by his vow 
of chivalry, that he do not divulge any secret be- 
longing to a person of honour and of character, 
unless he has positive assurance that it is done 
entirely by that person's own consent.*' 

" Let this note remove your scruples," said 
Sir Aymer, putting the scroll into the hands of 
the minstrel; " and for you. Sir John de Wal- 
ton, &r from retaining the least feeling .of any 
misunderstanding which may have existed be- 
tween us, I am disposed entirely to bury it in 
forgetfulness, as having arisen out of a series of 
^mistakes which no mortal could have compre- 

h2 
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bended. And do not be oflFended, my dear Sir 
John, when I protest, on my knigbtly fedtb, that 
I pity the pain which I think this scroll is likely 
to give you, and that if my atmost efforts can 
be of the least service to yoa in unrayelling this 
tangled skein, I wiU contribute them with as 
much earnestness as ever I did aught in my life. 
This fidthful minstrel wiU now see that he can 
have no difficulty in yielding up a secret, which 
I doubt not, but for the writing I have just put 
into his hands, he would have continued to keep 
with unshaken fidelity." 

^ Aymer now placed in De Walton's hand 
a note, in which he had, ere he left Saint Bride's 
convent, signified his own interpretation of the 
mystery ; imd the governor had scarcely read the 
name it contained, before the same name was 
pronounced aloud by Bertram, who, at the same 
moment, handed to the governor the scroll which 
he had received from the knight of Valence. 

The white plume which floated over the 
knight's cap of maintenance, which was worn 
as a headpiece within doors, was not more pale 
in complexion than was the knight himself at 
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the unexpected and surprising informadon) thut 
the lady who was, in chivalrous phrase, empresB 
of his thoughts, and commander of his action^ 
and to whom, even in less fantastic times, he 
must have owed the deepest gratitude for th^ 
generous election which she h^ made in his 
&TOur, was the same person whom he had 
threatened with personal violence, and subject 
ed to hardships and afironts which he would nQt 
willingly have bestowed even upon the meanest 
of her sex. 

Yet Sir John de Walton seemed at first scarcely 
to comprehend the numerous ill consequences 
which might probably follow this unhappy com« 
plication of mistakes. He took the paper from 
the minstrel's hand) and while his eye, assisted 
by the lamp, wandered over the characters with- 
out apparently their conveying any distinct im- 
pression to his understanding, De Valence even 
became alarmed that he was about to lose his 
faculties. 

" For Heaven's sake, sir," he said, " be a 
man, and support with manly steadiness these 
unexpected occurrences — I would fain think they 
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will re^ek to luydung^ke — ^wUcli the wit of man 
'cottVi not haye prevented.'** This £dr lady, I 
would hin hope^ canaot be much hnrt or deeply 
offended by a tndn of cireumstanceS) the iSntuial 
coDsequenoe of your anxiety to discharge per- 
iecdy a duty upon which must depend the ae- 
comf^ishraent of all the hopes she had permitted 
^u to entertain. In God's name^ rouse up, sir ; 
let it not be said, thtft an apprehended frown of 
-a fidr lady hath damped to such a degree the 
courage of the boldest knight in England ; be 
what men have called yon, * Widton the Un* 
wavering;' in Heaven's name, let us at least see 
' that the lady is indeed offended, before we con- 
clude that she is irreconcilably so. T^ whose 
&ult are we to ascribe the source of all these 
errors ? Surely, with all due respect, to the 
caprice of the lady herself, which has engendered 
such a nest of mistakes. Think of it as a man, 
and as a soldier. Suppose that you yourself, or 
I, desirous of proving the fidelity of our senti- 
nels, or for any other reason, good or bad, at- 
tempted to enter this Dangerous Castle of Dou- 
glas without giving the password to the warders. 
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.would we be enttdcd to Uame those apim duty, 
ii^ not knowing our persons, they manfully 
refused us entiuncey made us prisoners, and mis- 
handled us wMle renting our attempt, in tenns 
of the ordjsrs which we ourselves had imposed 
upon thejroL ? What is there that makes a differ-^ 
ence between such a sentinel and yourself^ John 
de Walton, in this curious affiur, which, by 
Heaven ! would rather form a gay subject for the 
minstrelsy of this excellent bard, than the theme 
of a tragic lay ? Come ! lodk not tlius. Sir John 
de Walton ; be angry, if you'will, with the lady 
who has committed such a piece of folly, or with 
me who have rode up and down nearly all night 
on a fool's errand, and spoiled my best horse, in 
absolute uncertainty how I shall get another till 
my uncle of Pembroke and I shall be reconciled ; 
• or, lastly, if you desire to be totally absurd in 
your wrath, direct it against this worthy minstrel 
on account of his rare fidelity, and punish him 
for that for which he better deserves a chain of 
gold. Let passion out,* if you will; but cha^e . 
this desponding gloom from the brow of a man 
and a belted knight," 
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Si John de Waiton made an effort to spesk^ 
and succeeded with some difficolty. 

^< Aymer de Valence/' he said, ^^ in imtadng 
a madman you do but sport widi your own life;!*' 
and then remained silent. 

<^ I am glad you can say so mudi,'' replied 
his friend ; <^ for I was not jesting when I said 
I would rather that you were at Taarianoe with 
me, than that you laid the whole blame on your- 
self* It would be courteous, I think, to set tlw 
minstrel instandy at liberty. Meantime, for his 
lady's sake, I will entreat him, in all honour, to 
be our g^est till the Lady Augusta de Berkely 
shall do us the same honour, and to assist us in 
our search after her place of returement — Grood 
minstrel/' he continued, ^< you hear what I say, 
and you will not, I suppose, be surprised, that, 
in all honour and kind usage, you find your- 
self detained for %short space in this Castle of 
Douglas?" 

" You seem, Sir Knight," replied the minstrel, 
<< not so nmch to keep your eye upon the. right 
of doing what you should, as to possess the might 
of doing what you would. I must necessarily be 
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guided by your advice, since you have the power 
to make it a command." 

" And I trust," continued De Valence, ** tliat 
when your mistress and you again meet, we shall 
have the benefit of your intercession for any 
thing which we may have done to displeasure her^ 
considering that the purpose of our action was 
exactly the reverse ?" 

^^ Let me," said Sir John de Walton, <' say a 
Bingle word. I will offer thee a chain of gold, 
heavy enough to bear down the weight of these 
shackles, as a sign of regret for having con. 
demned thee to suffer so many indignities." 
Enough said, Sir John," said De Valence ; 

let us promise no more till this good minstrel 
shall see some sign of performance. Follow me 
this way, and I will tell thee in private of other 
tidings, which it is important that you should 
know." 

So saying, he withdrew De Walton from the 
dungeon, and sending for the old knight. Sir 
Philip de Montenay, already mentioned, who 
acted as seneschal of the castle, he commanded 
that the minstrel should be enlarged from the 
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dangeon, well looked to in other respects, yet 
prohibited, though with every mark of civility, 
from leaving the castle without a trusty attendant. 

** And now, Sir John de Walton,** he said, 
^* melhinks you are a little churlish in not or- 
dering me some breakfast, after I have been all 
night engaged in your affairs ; and a cup of mus- 
cadel would, I think, be no bad induction to a 
fall consideration of this perplexed matter." 

" Thou knowest,*' answered De Walton, 
'^ that thou mayst call for what thou wilt, provi- 
ded always thou tellest me, without loss of time, 
what else thou knowest respecting the will of 
the lady, against whom we have all sinned so 
grievously — and I, alas, beyond hope of for- 
giveness !** 

" Trust me, I hope," said the Knight of Va- 
lence, <^ the good lady bears me no malice, as 
indeed she has ex||ressly renounced any ill-will 
against me. The words, you see, are as plain 
as you yourself may read — * The lady pardons 
poor Aymer de Valence, and willingly, for ha- 
ving been involved in a mistake, to which she 
herself led the way ; she herself will at all times 
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be liappy to meet with him as an acquaintance, 
' and never to thiuk farther of these, few days' his- 
. tory, except as matter of mirth and ridicule*' So 
it is expressly written and set down." 

," Yes," replied Sir John de Walton, " but see 
yqu not that her offending lover is expressly 
.eacQluded from the amnesty granted to the lesser 
offender ? Mark you not the concluding para- 
graph ?" He took the scroll with a trembling hand, 
and read with a discomposed voice its closing 
words- « It is even so ; * AU former connexion 
must henceforth be at an end between him and 
the supposed Augustine.' Explain to me how 
the reading of these words is reconcilable to any 
thing but their plain sense of condemnation and 
forfeiture of contract, implying destruction of 
the hopes of Sir John de Walton ?" 

^^ You are somewhat an older man than I, 
Sir Knight," answered De faience, " and, I 
will grant, by far the wiser and more experienced ; 
-yet I will uphold that. there is no adopting the 
interpretation which yo,u seem to have affixed in 
your mind to this letter, without supposing the 
preliminary, that the fair writer was distracted 
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in her understanding, — ^nay, never start, look 
wildly, or lay your hand on your sword, I do 
tnot affirm this is the case. I say again, that no 
woman in her senses would have pardoned a 
common acquaintance, for his behaving to her 
with unintentional disrespect and unkindness, 
during the currency of a certain masquerades 
•and, at the same time, sternly and irrevocably 
,broke off with the lover to whom her troth was 
plighted, although his error in joining in the 
offence was neither grosser nor more protracted 
than that of the person indifferent to her love." 
^^ Do not blaspheme," said Sir John de Wal- 
ton ; ^^ and forgive me, if, in justice to truth and 
to the angel whom I fear I have forfeited for 
ever, I point out to you the difference which a 
maiden of dignity and of feeling must make 
between an offence towards her, committed by 
an ordinary acquaintance, and one of precisely 
the same kind, offered by a person who is bound 
by the most undeserved preference, by the most 
generous benefits, and by every thing which can 
bind human feeling, to think and reflect ere he 
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"becomes an actor in any case in which it is pos- 
sible for her to be concerned." 

" Now, by mine honour," said Aymer de Va- 
lence, ^* I am glad to hear thee make some 
attempt at reason, although it is but an unrea- 
sonable kind of reason too, since its object is to 
destroy thine own hopes, and argue away thine 
own chance of happiness ; but if I have, in the 
progress of this affair, borne me sometimes to- 
wards thee, as to give not only the governor, but 
even t}ie friend, some cause of displeasure, I 
will make it up to thee now, John de Walton, 
by trying to convince thee in spite of thine own 
perverse logic. But here comes the muscadel 
and the breakfast ; wilt thou take some refresh- 
ment?— or shall we go on without the spirit of 
muscadel ?" 

^* For Heaven's sake," replied De Walton, 
<^ do as thou wilt, so thou make me clear of thy 
well intended babble." 

" Nay, thou shalt not brawl me out of my 
powers of argument," said de Valence, laughing, 
and helping himself to a brimming cup of wine ; 
if thou acknowledgest thyself conquered, I am 
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contented to gire the victory to the inspiTing 
strength of the joidal liquor/' 
> ^^ Do as thou listesty" said De Walton, 
<' but make an end of tat argument which thou 
canst not comprehend." 

♦* I deny thy charge," answered the younger 
knight, wiping his lips, after having finished his 
draught; '^ and listen, Walton the Warlike, to a 
chapter in the history of womenj in which thou 
art more unskilled than I would wish thee to be. 
Thou canst not deny that, be it right or wrong, 
thy Lady Augusta hath ventured more forward 
with you than is usual upon the sea of affection ; 
she boldly made thee her choice, while thou wert 
as yet known to her only as a flower of English 
chivalry, — ^faith, and I respect her for her frank- 
ness — ^but it was a choice, which the more cold 
of her own sex might' perhaps claim occasion to 
term rash and precipitate.-— Nay, be not, I pray 
thee, offended — I am far from thinking or saying 
so ; on the contrary, I will uphold with my lance, 
her selection of John de' Walton against the 
minion^ of a court, to be a wise and generous 
choice, and her own behaviour as alike candid 
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and noble. But she hers^If is not unlikely to 
dread unjust misconstruction ;r a fear of which 
may not improbably induce her, upon any occa- 
sion, to seize some .opportunity of showing an 
imwonted and unusual rigour towards her lover, 
in order to balance her having extended towards 
him. in the beginning of their intercourse, some- 
what of an unusual degree of frank encourage- 
ment. Nay, it might be easy for her lover so far 
to take part against himself, by arguing as thou 
dost when out of thy senses, as to make it difficult 
for her to withdraw from an argument which he 
himself was foolish enough to strengthen ; and 
thus, like a maiden too soon taken at her first 
nay-say, she shall perhaps be allowed no oppor- 
tunity of bearing herself according to her real 
feelings, or retracting a sentence issued with- 
consent of the party whose hopes it destroys." 

" I have heard thee, De Valence," answered, 
the governor of Douglas Dale ; " nor is it diffi- 
cult for me^to admit, that these thy lessons may 
serve as a chart to many a female heart, but not: 
to that of Augusta de Berkely. By my life, I 
say I would much sooner be deprived of the 
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merit of those few deeds of chivalry which thou 
sayest have procured for me such enviable dis* 
tinction, than I would act upon them with the 
insolence, as if I said that my place in the lady's 
bosom was too firmly fixed to be shaken even by 
the success of a worthier man, or by my own 
gross &ilure, in req>ect to the object of my attach- 
ment. No^ herself alone shall have power to 
persuade me that even goodness equal to that of 
an interceding saint, will restore me to the place 
in her affections which I have most unworthily 
forfeited, by a stupidity only to be compared to 
that of brutes/' 

'< If you are so minded,'* said Aymer de 
Valence, " I have only one word more — ^for^ 
give me if I speak it peremptorily — the lady, as 
^ou say, and say truly, must be the final arbi- 
tress in this question. My arguments do not 
extend to insisting that you should claim her 
hand, whether she herself will or no ; but to 
learn her determination, it is necessary that you 
should find out where she is, of which I am un- 
fortunately not able to inform you." 

^< How! what mean you!'' exclaimed the 
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governor, wlio now only began to comprehend 
tiie extent of his misfortune; ^^ whither hath 
she fled ? or with whom?** 

" She is fled, for what I know," said De Va- 
lence, ^^ in search of a more enterprising lover 
than one who is so willing to interpret every air 
of frost as a killing blight to his hopes ; perhapsp 
she seeks the Black Douglas, or some such hero 
of the Thistle, to reward with her lands, and 
lordships, and beauty, those virtues of enterprise 
and courage of which John de Walton was at 
one time thought possessed. But, seriously, 
events are passjng around us of strange import. 
I saw enough last night, on my way to Saint 
Bride's, to make me suspicious of every one. I 
sent to yon as a prisoner the old sexton of the 
church of Douglas. 1 found him contumacious 
as to some enquiries which I thought it proper 
to prosecute ; but of this more at another time. 
The escape of this lady adds greatly to the diffi* 
culties which encircle this devoted castle." 

*^ Aymer de Valence," replied De Walton, in 
a solemn and animated tone, ^* Douglas Gastle 
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xne what list during my life, I will die tite^ji^iffi^ 
lover of Augusta de Berkely, even although I 
no longer live as her chosen knight There are 
cloisters and hermitages'* 

*' Ay, marry are there," replied Sir Aymer; 
<< and girdles of hemp, moreover, and beads of 
oak ; but all these we omit in our reckonings, till 
we discover where the Lady Augusta is, and 
what she purposes to do in this matter/' 

"You say well," replied De Walton; "let us 
hold counsel together by what means we shaU^ 
if possible, discover the lady's too hasty retreat, 
by which she has done me great wrong ; I mean 
if she supposed her commands would not have 
been fully obeyed, had she honoured with them 
the^ governor of Douglas Dale, or any who are 
under his command." 

" Now," replied Valence, " you again speak 
like a true son of chivalry. With your per- 
mission, I would summon this minstrel to our. 
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preienee. Ifit UtSky to Ub mSatnm htm been 
TeamAMt; aad, m natten stand bow, ir« omst 
tak« imtaat mcasuret for tnd^ the pboe of her 
retreat* 
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CHAPTER VII. 

ft 

The way is long, my children, long and roogh— 
The moon are dreary, and the woods att dark; 
But he that cre^ from cradle on to grave. 
Unskilled save in the velvet conrae of fortune. 
Hath miawd the discipline of noble hearts^ 

OidPlay, 

It was yet early in the day, when, after the 
Oovemor and De Valexiee had again smnnum-* 
ed Bertram to their councils, the garrison of 
Douglas was mustered, and a number of small 
parties, in addition to those abeady dispatched 
by De Valence from Hazelside, were sent out 
to scour the woods in pursuit of the fugitives, 
with strict injunctions to treat them, if over- 
taken, with the utmost respee^ and to obey 
their commands^ keepiug an eye, however, aa 
lie place where they might tajke refr|g?» To 
facilitate this result, soj&^ who were msn of dis- 



cretion were intrusted witli the secre tmho the 
snppoBed pilgrim and the fugitive nun really 
were. The whole ground, whether forest or 
moorbrnd, within maiiy miles of Douglas Castle^ 
9/P9S covered ^cod traversed by parties, whosife 
anxiety to detect the fugitives was equal to ibt 
Teward for their safe recovery, liberally offered by 
De Wabxm and De Vaknee^ They spofied ncf^ 
tneantime, to make guch enquiries in all diree* 
tions as nught bxing to light any machinatioiss of 
the Scottish insurgents which might be on foot 
in these wild districts, of whkh, as we have s^d 
iiefore, De Valence, in particular, entertained 
strong suspicions. Their instructions were, 'in 
case of finding such, to proceed against tte 
p^ons engaged, by arrest and otherwise,' in 
tiie most rigorous manner, such as had beoa 
l^mmianded by De Walton himself at the timie 
when the Blade Donglas and his accomplices 
bad been the principal objects of his wakeful 
suspicions. These various detachments had 
greatly tefdueed the streifigih of l!he garrison; 
yet, aKbtmgh'iritmefous, akrt, and (&[patoh!ied in 
eirery direction^, tb^y luMi n&t the fortune eithar 
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to fall on the tracie of the Lady of Berkely* or to 
Encounter any party whatever pif the insurgent 
Scottish. . , , 

Meantime our fugitives had, a3 we have seieo^ 



set out from jthe convent of Saint Bride un^r (he 
inndance of a cavaliei:> of whom the Lady Aw^ 
gusta knew noUung save that he wa^ to gni^de 
their steps in a direction where ^ey woidd not 
be exposed to the risk of being, overtaken. At 
Teneui Margaret de Hautiieu herself spoke upon 
the subject. , , 

^^ You]iave madf^o enquiry/' she said, ^'Lad^ 
Augusta, widther'W ^e travell%; or uuder 
whose charge, although methinksit should much 
concern you to know.'* 

• ' ,/ . -..• ... ..: '• ■ :'J- . *>■ i " 

^ ** Is it not enough for me to be aware," aiw 
swered L^dy Augusta, '^ that I am travelungi 
king sifter, under the protection, of one to w}iom 
yon yourself .trust ^ to a friend ; and why need 
I be anxious for ,anV farther assurance <n my 
satetv:?'' . . \ , ,' 

^ " Simply," said Marg?uret de Hautiieu, " J)e- 
causie the persoi^s with whom, from national jm 
well aiS personal circilmstancesy I stand conne(^t^ 
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«d, are perhaps not exactly the protect^ to 
whom you, lady, ican with such perfect safety 
intrust yourself, 

*^ In what sense/' said the Lady Augi^ta, 
'do you use these wprds r 

" Because^ replied Mar^pret de HautUeu, 
*^ the iruce, the Douglais, Malcolm iFlemIng, and 
othefs of that party, although t)iey a^e incapable 
of abusing such an advantage to any dishonour- 
able purpose,^ might nevertheless, imder a strong 
teniptation, consider you as an hostage tnrown 
into their hands by Providence, through whom 
lliey might meditate the possibility of gaining 
s^me benefit to dieir d^persed and dispirited 

party. 

■/>..'•'■ 
<' They might make me, answered the Lady 

J.J., ,'*■'• '. ► I- 1 f "••',' '■ '4' ' "■ ' ' '■ 
Augusta, *^ the subject of such a treaty, when I 

was dead, but, Delieve me, never while 1 drew 

vital breath* Believe me also that, with what- 

ever pain, shame, or^agony, I would qgain d^li;- 

ver myself up to the poweir of De Walton, yes, 
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to mh ftii y wMi itflpfoes to ^i^oik tniadhief to uneir]^ 

is the envy of every other coontty;, aodt thepttte 
of all who eftn term diemselvesher fladmes!'^ 

" I thought that your cfadlo^ might pmre »^,^ 
sstdLadyMargui^; *^aiid6inceyouha¥«hmooT« 
ed me with your confidence^ gladiy wvuldl I pt»« 
Tide for your liberty by placing- you a» neaily wm 
dientnstion which you yourself destre^ as my poor 
means have the power of aecomplishiDg; In hal£ 
an hour we shall be in danger of beingtakon hjr 
tiie English parties, whkh will be instantly di^ 
persed in every direction in quest of us. N«ub 
take notice, lady, I know a place in which I ca» 
take refuge with my friends and countrymeni, 
those gallant Scots, wha have never even in thia^ 
(fishbnoured age bent'tlie knee to BaaL For-Aest 
honour, their nicety of h<mour, I could m ^tbeier 
days have answered wilii my ^own; butc^kte, t 
am bound to telt you, they have been put to Ummt 
trials by whidh- the most generousaff^ons mo^r 
be soured, and driven to a speeies 'of frensy, th^ 
more wild that it is feunded originaily oti ikm 
noblest, feelitrgs; A person* mko feeh' hhmsielfi 
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d9pciTWcl. of Ida imttHakt birflir%bt» denoiuniaii) 
^»^pj9lied toi coivfiaoatidiiV' Md d^^, becauie h« 
airiHic^&i tka ri^^ta of loa.idngt tjie. canto of liis 
comntryveeasafih oa hit gart torbenice or p^edsa 
in estimiatuig; tlie degree of retalialion which it 
is hvw£ul for .huQQu to exercise in, the requital of 
iwoh' injuries; and, believe me^ bitterly ahoiuld J 
]weiit hai^ng guided you into a situation which 
you might consider afflicting, or degrading/' 

<^ In a word,, then," said the English lady, 
^^ what is it you apprehend I am like to suffer at 
theihands of. your friends,, whom I must be excu* 
seA for terming rebdst?" 

'. ^^ If," said the sister Ursula, ^^ your friends^ 
whom I should term oppressors and tyrants, take 
our land and our lives, seise our castles and con- 
fiscate' our property^ you. must confess, that th« 
rough laws of war indulge mine with the privilege 
of retaliation. Thet^ pan be no fi^ar, that such 
mfto^ under any ciiieiimstanees, would aver ex- 
ercise orueUy or insult upon a. laidyi-of your rank ; 
hut it is anojther, thing, to calquUte that they will 
abstain from such mean^ of extorting, advan^ 
lagiB from y«»ur.iCaplivity.as or^ common in war- 
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fiire. You would not* I iihiiik* wish to beiklw 
vered up to tliq Eng^lisp, on consideratioD. of SiXr 
Jonn de Walton surrendering the Castle ivDmi- 
irlas to its natiut^ lord: yet, were \qou in iha 
Ixands of the Bruce, or Douglas, althouffh J caa 
answer for pri^ bfeln|r^treated y/& ^ ^^^WM 
whicli they iaye tte means of showii^,jj^5|,| 
own- tlieir puttli^ )rou,at^|ict a i^j^flj^ 
be Vyno-nieans unlikely." , ,,; ^,;.^ .,,^,,^^^.„ 

" I would sooner die," said^<Jie_J^y^^gjj^ 
*^ than Lave my name, mixed ^up in ^ t^^^^^^ 
disgraceful ; and De^altoa's reply to it jVfp^^l} 
am certain, be to strike th^ head fropi tlie^^^eg*^ 
sefnger, and throw it from the hig^hest^tpw^^fjlj 
Doufiflas Castle.^ 

<^ where tken, lady, would you now ffo%'% 
said sister Ursula, " yeere the. chjf^ce.ju^^-jr^]^^^ 

^^^wlf • '-"' ""^' ''■'*■' ^'•' '■ '^ •'^' "••■ ^^■*'"'^**''T 
^^ To my own cai^tle,'* an^ere4 Lady Aiuci^^^ 

** wherei if^ necessary, I could t>e defended eyeni : 
agamst the k^^g h^seU^.until I could^yK<f,^^. 

Churchr ^- ^ , M u 

tt In tlmttase;* re^W Mar^aret^d^^^^j^p,^,,, 
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** my power of rendering you assistance is onI\r 
precarious, yet it comprehends a choip^ wnich { 
Wfflf4a»iigt^1.u|^mii to yow'decision/notwit^ 
g)^<}ui^'f' thereby subject tbe (ecrets of my 
tfii^nos "^o some risk' of t>eing discovered and 
^usiraj^ed. £ut tne confidence which you have 
pl^ded'^ me, imposes on me the necessity of 
eoiaMtt&'l^ to' you alike trust It resdst with you, 
whether you will proceed with me to the secret 
rdbd^siVbWitif the Douglas and his friends^ which 
Tiai'j^ l)e l^ame^ for maldng known, and there 
takb'^ljMu^ chance of the reception ^which you 
may 'encounter, since l! cannot warrant you of any 
thing siiaVe honourable treatment, so far as your, 
person is concerned ; or, if you should think this 
totf^'liazar Jouis, Wake the best of your way at 
oAce foi* the border ; in which last case I will 
proceed as far as I can with you towards. the 
E^gllj^^ line, and then leaye you to pursue your 
j<mriiey, and to obtain a g^atd and ^ conductor 
am6ilg your own countrymen. Meantune, it 
wfii ne Weu for me If I escape oeing takep, sincQ ^ 
the abbot would not shrink at inflicting upon mf 
tn^ deatn due to airupostate nun. . 

i2 
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«< SucH crneft^, my sister, cbulct hsrAjr be" 
inflicted upon olie' who had never taken the> 
reBgious vows, and who still, according t<r fke 
laws of the iSiurch, had a right to nmke a. 
choiee bettireen*lhe world and the vwl." 

** Such choice asJthey gave their gallantries 
tims,** said* Lady Margaret^ " who have fiiHen 
into English hands during tibese mercfless WBf9^ 
—such choice as they gave to Wallace, the 
Champion of Scotland, — such as iSiey gave to 
Hay, the gentle and the free, — 'to Sommervilie^ 
Ae flower of chivaby,— and to Athol, the blood 
relation of King Edward himself — all of whom 
were as much traitors, under which name they 
were executed^ as Margaret de Ebmdieu is an 
apostate nun, and subject to the rule of liie 
cloister/* 

She spoke with some eagerness, for she {At 
as'if the English lady imputed to her more cold- 
ness than she was, in such doubtftd cireum* 
stances, conscious of manifesting. 

" And after all,'* she proceeded, " you,.Lady 
Augusta de Berkely, what do yon venture, if 
you run the risk of Mling into the hands of 



ypuE Iwrer? . WMt dreadfiil riapt d^ you incur ? 
Yqu n^d ipiot, metth^nksi, fear being immured 
]|^\fj[eeo.4KW: M^l9» witU.^ba9)(et of bread and 
a*q:^e of wjal^r, wbi^li^ w^e I seized, would be 
the ojily support, allowed to, me for tbe short 
space. that my life would be prolonged* .Nay, 
ev^Ui were you to be betrayed to the rebel SeotSy 
99. you. oall them, a captivity among the hill% 
sweetened by the hope of deliverance, and ren^- 
dej;ed-tolerable by aU the alleviations which the 
circumstances of your captors allowed them the 
means of supplying, were not, I think, a lot so 
.very hard to endure." 

" Nevertheless," answered the Lady of Berke* 
ly, ^ fijghtful enough it must have appeared to 
ine, since, to fly from such, I threw myself upon 
your guidance." 

" And whatever you think or suspect," an- 
swered the novice, ^^ I am aj» true to you as ever 
was one maiden to another ; and as sure as ever 
rister Ursula w^s true to her vows, although 
they were never completed, so will I be faithful 
to your secret, even at the risk of betraying my 



own." 



luiddsefdnfe ksditdhQi^HrklitiiUIsfofiltlBe CKmv^epCx^ 
i!^/nicbe JHdln(iB^''lwid<14aij;br^rBdHBa4ito4i 

iMvfl^^i^dilipeabf(Witiif1hiav;« awl Aiw rimniiHmp 

nioddlaiid patb^ -flad •bey tte< <iidykte ai(diSireiii2 
tioii£rwlHeh'wSU be-'gjlyen'yos;'^ "f t.. ^t-r :.!.• om 

de Bcdiely^^^isldaiddQ'iiK not^i&)|faL^nakHiiMt 

IifiEu^aM;rS^r2iaadikbii:^^ ita|^o>lafatinni^'«BCt»^ 
te»lty<f^ ahi(luapit^iEsl^ss-4)aBd>|Hrt}ei^ei)a^ 
•bidienbcijaTelUiOBly aAtviesafUehhoBii «alKmai 

lidilbgiciri^ aild jmiiisBi];^ ^ibsidkiy/ftirasnd, (dibqM» 






The Lady of Berkely wouM irabeiibUormidoliet^ 
Qanqieeii0%r/btitilhMi£9yMU9iiHia)litiB 

Teixifieftiithsittiiriev d»«gk(riidi:d^tdd' (00^ 
ao^ci^texjaaribason^ildbgry'iJte JLadjr lofiiBenkdjr 
iBma^iedi wilibi kc. e]r6s>!fixldd.'U]^6Qr|di6(thi<fl8et^ 
i^stBtptii^iij^ as itri«reie^:e:qQfeatiB9'tD ibo-^.Haui 
ckfn'jEoglislfe tarcbeiis^i'bir'jnigged) ;Seottidt!izi$WM 

f^kMhiaki^^^AovM. hsi» ittOBt<»onsid«fflid'<a9 
the objects of hef^imTOn ^ip tliei diBtfttfla^f^her 
nflMsit^itat^v^^^ 9^^ lEitteBapt^dile inmt^ Ibr* 
imrd(< >hnt' ibe : <atMrn dbefsk ( drliich^ hev lafcteiilaBt 
again bestowed upoti ^hwDMAAle^ fiTOveA'^ml&^ 
MoAyA^iia4ekir2iiiBghQTyi^ jftnln- 

g99'mas motdikel^'Xi ^parerdibBtddngfii ivfaif^iiil^ 

VBomttOB iiatAi'AkpseAfiAe '^xmSit siVBtbdne#»Mft 
hand from her bridle, and pointing witH/iUW 
btee(lt0wa9^llieiiJlicHeii^'i7Areiigl)^3i^ d^re 
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inliliiitite ito> dkft ' liidf. 4^ 

cUo^ctiW} astd 42iil he wiMildiiOtkMlger^pmyMfe 
liesfoltondiigiiL.' ■ . • . > 

i6 Po' yott/ ii(p4 g^twilk me^?'' said dk€» bl4ijrb 
wlio.lianii^ heed a^cwcionied tod^ inaftfsieMH 
pfmy Butoe they left th&.cQBiveolt, had by4^gie«a 
owtt& to loidc upoa him as a 8<»t'Q£ pr^lMta^ 
Hey.hewever) gnavely shook his-heiidf ae;if I9 
^zimee complying with a request, whieh it nw 
not i& his power to grant; andtunung his steed 
in a diffi&rent direction, retired at a paee whicb 
soon canoed him from her sights She had than 
no alteniative hn^ to take the path of the tUokel^ 
which had been foUowed by Margaret de Hanl^ 
lien, nor did she pursue it long before eoming in 
eight of a singular speotade* 
. ThQ trees grew wider as the lady advaneed^ 
and when she entered the thicket» she pereeiyed^ 
that though hedged in as it wei« by an e^icle* 
sure of copsewood, it was in the interior dto- 
getbuer occupied by afpw of the magoifioept 
treeS) suich aft seemed to have been the aocestfvs 
of the forest, and which, tfaoagh fow in number^ 
were sufficient to oyershade all the unoecmpied 



l)t«ffi[^0s;i :Bitatdatk 4ii« oS ilume'' Imy #tP6tciied 
something of a grey colour, wbicb^>air^jt dxiaw 
k$iilf togedl^p, d^ibit^^tibe fifune of « man 
9tt«atbed^iiif Baf^toVLt;bvA'^iU9mgehf atoMiitrad, and 
in a silaiaer «o biftar»e^ a»^td indioetoscnne of the 
vAld f^&iei p^<miiar t» the kn%fats 4^ thai^ period* 
Hi9 armour "vraS'i&genii^QsF^paiDted^ go as to r&- 
ptesent a i^dl^etoii^ the ribs beii^ oonstituted 
by "die corslet- and i<s badc^ieee^ The shi^ 
represented an= <>wl with its wings spread, a de^ 
vice which was repeated upon the helmet^ which 
appeared to be completely covered by an imag» 
of the same bird of ill omen. But that whiek 
was partieulariy calcmlated to excite surprise in 
the spectator, was the great height and thiimesff 
of l^e figure, whieh, as it aR>se from the gromid^ 
and placed itself in an erect posture, seemied 
radier to resemble an sq^paritioii in the act of 
extricating itself from the grave, titan that of an 
ordinary man rising upon his feet. The horse,, 
too, upon whidi the lady rode^ started back, and 
snorted, either atthe siudden ehange efpostore of 
this ghastly specimen «f chivalry, or disagreeaUy? 
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she was in the presence of a supernatural bdE^^^' 
7e«»"^o%' ilI'kg'strti^'g4'%ilfiiMJ^Bmj|^ 

of Ahm^f, m'4i>i'ikdiirii&fm"mwt^^^A'*^ 

wliek Hke bad ever ye^ii i IdS etUi^i^^'Stdfir ^<» 
often ihe Im'i^is'of V&e -[iotibi^ '^t^iei-W^'^ 
dreamy Kmei^ to mtsUiAeiii^ nt&^m^l % ^' 
seemed ai; best ho veif aih iiiiiiMt^W 'kel^*^^ 
one accoatred in tEe em'bleia^ of 'ft^'I&g ^W" 
Terrofti Iilmself, alone, ^d ih Ak tUi^'df^ iHm^" 
Ibrest Be the la%Ilf s chitaeter' tlta^'ptJp^li^^ 
vhat they mlglil^ she reso1r6d,lioi«Jevfer; ttf^uj^osi 
him In the lahgm^e and mitttiier oBsdrfeH'^-^ 
romances upon siich dccaiddns, & ihti Hcipi^vW^ 
that if he were % iaaMita, lit nd^hl prbrg^'lt^''^ 
peaceable one, Mid' acde'iisarlfeio'dfHfiiy:' '"^ ■'•'^ 
** Sit Jtiiight," she &d, 'HmmiA ^'tdne':!^^^^ 
could assume, " right sorry am I, if, by jofWSf^'^ 

tionij' Hi^'him.mmei^iSkk.wii^e'^Asi^ " 

aware whom or what I was to encounter." 



'«'<#i^(S^%,iPlH{^»!;i#* ^.tlw WWe.of the 
n«Mf^<^%^ft>W?!»»,ft^,J»/»^lFy. W4>y what 

^a<i*>AiaTW»#'fWWy»" answered the 
Ki}ig^,^,J^ 3C«pp4, "i tb»t would entef into 
coi^f^cs9^,y^,}^ii9,,yf^<>.}? termied the Inejc- 
ora^l^v^l}^ ?jf?i?pp«(g, ,^ ,1^ .Pithless, yrkpnx 
even the n^p^;fl|j|sg?flji^ Jo^jJ^^ap^.to cfiO. to his , 

*°^^i^*|^i[ yd ,1' J ffii; Y'tTo^ ^i';yn " ,oini.,-..i,. >■'■.-• 
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pemriiir omBm.^ ssprnttHa; bul aUhMgli yem 
p«rtiigia mistm^ it 4m6 »o|»> 1 8hQrfdiBiyp8W»> 
sender it neoeamy &r;j9ou to^nafiiieLthilM aete 
of civUity to which you laust have bound* ym*^ 
«fitf, in taking' the h%h Tows42f ^hi^iiiy*.^ 

*^ If ^u will tamst' to my f^tudancc^" replied 
4be g^bastly figure, '* there is' c^nly one omditiini 
«pea whidi I eaa grant you the infonne^don 
which you require ; and that is, tbot y oh fbUew 
my footsteps iviAiout any questient adced a* ta 
the tendency of our journey/' 
. *' I suppose I- must submit to y4>ur eendi- 
tions," she ttiswered, ^ if yon are indeed pleased 
to take iqpon yourself the taskiof being niy guide. 
In my heart I concdjre*youteibe one of the unr 
haf^y gentlemesi of Scotland,. who are. now in 
anB0,as they say, for the defenceofthmr liberties* 
A TwAk undertaking has bcM^it me wkhin the 
sphere of your ioflaanw^ and now the only 
favour I have to request of you, against whom 
I never did; nor planned any evil, is d» gtti* 
dance whichi your knonvledge of the oountry 
permits^you eamly to^i^rd me in my myr talho 
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m^^y^mr Tmxmti ot '^yokr '{MM^bbsf riiall 'b# 
to^itie'thibgi^'iiiTisiblej as it ^b^-w^t^ acttiftll]^ 
ccNMefded^ fay tbe sepqildiMr itsfilf of l&e'k&ig, of 
whom itf}m» pk^Uied' yeu' to oM^iuiie ilhe attii«> 
bates; and if a sum #f mon^, enough to be the 
lansotn of a vreaMiy eari, will pnrohase snch a 
favoatr at n^ed, such a vansott will be fraakiy 
pa«i, and ^th as much fidelity as ever it was 
Tender^ by a prisoner to die knight by -whom 
he was taken. Do not reject me» prineely Bruee 
— ^Bioble Douglas^^if ^ indeed it is to either of 
these that I address myself in thisrmy last extre- 
mity—men i^eak of both as fearful enemies, but 
generous-' kn^hts smd fidthfiil fri^ids. Let me 
entreat yoa to remember how mndi you would 
wish your own friende and connexiona to meet 
with compassion^ mader sim&laroircumstanoes^ at 
the hands of dfee knights^ of England/' 

** And have they done so?'*^ replied the 
ICnight, m a voioemore gloomy t&an before ; 
^' or do you act wisely, while imploring the 
protection of one whom you believe to be a true 
Scottiah knight, for no other reason than the 
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extreme and- extravagant misery of his appear^ 
Btic^t — ^^ 1^ -L say, well or wise to remind hup 
of the mode in which Hie loTcls'of ilnglana lufvc^ 
treated the lovely ihaictens and the hign-bofn 
dain^ df 'Scbttahd f ' Ktave ^not their ^prison 
diges been suspended from the Wtleineiits of 
dustles, that their captivity hugh't t>e kejpt in 
v!i^\F of every base burgher who should desire 



^•nlT«j'' 



tb look upon the miseries of the nbblesi peeresses, 
yeai even the Qiieen oif Scotland?* Is this a 
recollection which can inspire a l^ot&n knight 
with compassion towards an English lady ? or is 
it k thought which can do aught but swell the 
d'eeply sworn hatred of £dward I'lantagenet^ iltie 
atithor of these evils, that bbib in every drop of 
Sbbttish blood which still feels the k^b WMe/ 
Kb ;— it is all ybii ciii expect,' if, cold and piti- 
le^ as the sepulchre I represent, I leave you 
unassisted in the helpless condition in which you 
d^sisM^'irourseiffeliey' '''"" "■^'■"""" ''^^ '\ 
" You will not be so inhuman/ replied the 

were secured in tae manner described. 
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pretence ta.tliat justioQ wbieh aff(p^ the ment 

TUI-n i !i lit I'-'T •■■■.] , TT. , .'^ n— •!■ -T" 

lE^t make jt ^^pur prii^ciple to Bye^g^ibew9Pg|^ 
and^yi^njfOf jEdward Planta^en^et uppa th^ 
dames and damosels of EnfflancL who . Imye 
neiU^r ^ccgsus.to l^is ^oi^icils, i^r pt^rhjops g^ve 
hip tiiai^ approbation in his vmr^ ag^do^t Scojtr 

hma." ^^' ^ " . 

^^ ft would not then/' said ^he Ki^ight of th^ 
Sepulchre, ^^ ii^uce ^oi^ to depart from your 
requesj;, should I tell }^9u ,the evils to ,wl^ch yqa 
wou!l^ sij)biect ypureel^.ahouj[d we fall. into. the 
hands of the English troops, and shoulid they 
find you under such illY>mened prot^tipn i^ 
my own?" » ^ .. . , , 

«^ Be assured," said t^lfidjfy,f« the 90«fti4?^. 

my resoluti on or desire of confid ing in yoiirpror 
tQatibon.10 e^trnjuAfapx^ibdAf hMWiiV/iM^ I'^iihf * 

aM feity'jfia^6 h«\i^f ^fe6'fiia^^4 wouW'ho^^^ 



^< Bbw 4011. I to licnow Jtm^ n^lM^liie 
giuBtljr cayslier, ^^ or ymgiciwteiwiliiHii iig t^ISiaf 
ttust bA«eirtMovJKa«xy indeed^ UllLi^ciMU ftam 
a cheok^ either -of jaslkie or kiiaHaiiitjFV'>^ipoiiTlife 
ruvengetaX fariingn of Edhmid. > Ail "^lim hmem 
Um.aie weU^snmd that id is no msMaajj^wm^ 
tive tbit willindiiceiuiii to6&patbhfaa4heituisat- 
f^enoe-of lus evil temper. Bvt be il» as it nif^ 
you, lady, if a lady you be, throw yourself mm 
burden i^iob me, and I muBt ^charge myself 
of my truBtaa I best my; for this paq|io0e«paa 
4110^ be guided implicidy by^ my dbeetiMH^ 
which w31 be ^ven af^ the fiEishkiii>«f''diO0e 
of the spiritual world, being intimaiaoiMi^ liithet 
than detailed instmetioiis, -for your cdndnict, and 
expressed rather by commands than by any 
Teason^or aig^ument; In this way 4t i» possiUe 
that I may be of eeFPioeto yon^ in any other 
i»se, it is meat likely l3iat I mayfafl yeu^attteed, 
«nd melk£rom your side ISke aphffitltom *wliiGh 
<lread& tiie approach of day«'' ' ; ' / :. 
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^ A gentleman, a.kniglit, and a nableman-^nd 
I peirsakoile rijfmV i.apkdk} iA idl^^-^ink' daties 

' <* Hie ]ia9> I grants and' iheyai^BH>9t«sfti»(dd 
ttrme^:^la]|^w«ad the' Speotml Knigkt; ^^tot I 
iav€i dilo' duties rwhote'obUgatiOHs mB doubty 
tHndiDgy.toil "to -wlvicli I mtM sacrMee tlMe 
wltioh #oiild iotfaerwitfe fead me to detot^ my* 
wdS.iiD your rd«Me. The only queiM;ieii k, 
ipifeetiMr-yonfoel indined to aec^t my prottte* 
tmi 'im the linked 'terms <m Tviucb aione I 
can eKtand it, 4jr -whether you deem it better 
that eadi gp^ tbehr own uraiy, and limit them- 
selves' to 'their own resouroes, and trnst the rest 
to Providemee ?' 

'^^ Alas !" replied -the lady, ^ beset and hard 
pressed as I am, to ask me to ferm^a resolutioii 
for mysdlif, -is like caUiag on a wreteh, in the act 
^falling fi!0m a predpioe, to form a eaim jadg- 
meot hy what twig he jnay best gain the chance 
of bfeakiDg hiSifalL. His answer must neces- 
sarily be, that he will ding to that which he can 
easiest lay hold of, and trust the rest to Provi- 
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dence* laecept therefore your offer of protections 
in the modified way yoa are pleased to limit 1^ 
and I put my fidth in Heaven and in yon. To 
aid me effectually, howeveri you must know my 
name and my drcumttancee.'' 

<< All these/' answered the Knight of the Sepul* 
dire^ <* have ahr^y 1)^ told tntf by your late 
companion; for deem not» young lady » that eidier 
beauty, rank, extended domains^ unlimited weaUhy 
jlf^ % jbig;lfi^, i^<;o?^)W^mmts^5imrnre^kkny 

*' ;^;ow^'^•: Hi?^>i!iri< r>iI*Jii^'tfi, f)r;^» #Xf#^ ix«l •: 

. V . • . 1. ''■.>.'■ ' ,i" H •■ . Tilt ^•»» M*' •• 



,«ob')jj)utq'io vJfio 1U0X sioiutoxh Up'jon I .oofv^h 
/i ilmil oi IrmrAii om mr^ X^*^ hahiboai otii JiJ 
oT Ufo^( III bna ifovfloH ni ibuii xm iuq 1 bnii 
\m yrwA J«um uo^( ,70V9wuiI .xliaiiyyjTi'j f»ni Lui 

-Iijqoei fiiblo iilui"^ *J(b l)fn;^v^esiixi'\'>^/j;!/ liA ** 
oJdI iiio'( ytl ^^iAfS^^^i^^fi^ tvnxif -^ tOvA-j 

hil^^m^Asklitk^ly^^i^^ i^lr rieV'erf^ call 

of Douglas, if n»8M^ei'6^^1)<Ig&ui ii^^ 
Stilly however, the ideas which the lady had 
fonned of the redoubted Doiq^las, were those of 
a knight highly accomplished in the duties of 
diivahry, devoted in particular to tiie scrnce of 
the fair sex, and altogether unlike tiie peraonage 
with whote she found herself so strangely united, 

VOL. IV* K - 
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or rather for the present enthralled to. Never^ 
theless, when, as if to abridge farther commu- 
nication, he turned short into one of the mazes 
of the wood, and seemed to adopt a pace, which, 
from the nature of the ground, the horse on which 
the Lady Augusta was mounted had difficulty to 
keep up with,' she followed him with the alarm 
and speed of the young spaniel, which, from fear 
rather than fondness, endeavours to keep up with 
the track of its severe master. The simile, il is 
tmci is not a very polite one, nor entirely beco« 
ming an age, when women were worshipped with^ 
a certain degree of devotion ; but toch circum*' 
stances as the present were also rare, and the^ 
J^y Augusta de Berkely could not bvLt peis 
suade herself that the terrible champion, whose* 
name had b^en so long the theme of her amd^ty,* 
«)d the terror indeed of the whole country,, 
might be- able some way or other, to aceomplifih' 
her deliverance. She, therefore, exerted hef'*; 
self to the utmost so as to keep pace with the^ 
phantom-like apparition, and followed the knight^ > 
91^ the evening shadow keeps watch upon the^ 
belated rustic* 



1\ Am tbe lady' obviously soffered niuler the de« 
gree of exertion necessary to keep her palfrejp 
£roni stombling in these steep and broken path4. 
^e Kn^ht of the Tomb slackened his pace^ 
looked anxiously around him,, and mattered app^n 
rently to himself, diough probably intended foft 
las companion's ear, ^< There is no occasion foe 
ao mu^ haste." 

• I I ; I 

. He proceeded at a slower rate until they seem^ 
ed to be on the brink of a ravine, being one of 
many irregularities on the surface of the ground!^ 
effected by the sudden torrents peculiar to that 
country, and which, winding among the trees and 
copsewood, formed, as it were, a net of places of 
concealment, opening into each other, so that 
there was perhaps no place in the world so fit 
for the purpose of ambuscade. The spot wher^ 
the borderer Tumbull had made his escape at thc^ 
hunting-match, was onie specimen of this brokeil 
country, and perhaps connected itself with th^ 
tairious thickets and passes through which th^ 
knight and pilgrim occasionally seemed to take) 
their way, though that ravine was at a consider-* 
able distance from their present route* ; ' 
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Meanwliile the knight led the imy* ak if 
lather with the purpose of bewildering the Lady 
Augusta amidst these intemiinable wood% than 
following any exact or fixed path. Here tikey 
ascended, and anon appeared to descend in the 
tame direction, finding only . boundless wilder** 
Besses, and varied combioations of tangly wood* 
land scenery. Such part of the country as seemed 
arable, the knight appeared carefully to ayoid; 
yet he could not direct his course with so xnndi 
<certainty but that he occasionally crossed the 
path of inhabitants and cultivators, who show-* 
ed a consdousness of so singular a presence^ 
but never, as the lady observed, evinced any 
symptom of recognition. The inference ifas 
obvious, that the spectre knight was known in 
the country, and that he possessed adherents or 
accomplices thereis^ who were at least so &r his 
£riends, as to ayoid giving 9ny iljbnn, which 
might be the means of his discovery. The 
"Well imitated cry ot the night-owl, too frequent 
a guest in the wilderness that its call should be 
a subject of surprise, seemed to be a signal ge- 
aerally understood among them ; for it was heard 
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in different parts of the wood, and the Lady 
Augusta, experienced in such journeys by her 
fonner travels under the guidance of the min. 
strel Bertram, was led to observe, that on hear* 
ing such wild notes, he^ guide changed the 
directibn of his course, and betook himself to 
path^ which led dirough deeper wilds, and more 
ititpen^tt^le thickets. This happened so often, 
th^t*ie( new 'alarm came upon the unfortunate 
pilgrim, tirhtcK suggested other motives of terror. 
Wak i^he^ not the confidant, and almost the tool 
of some drtful^ design, laid with a view to an ex- 
te^i^iv6 6|)er^tioh, which was destined to termi- 
nate, ^ the'effdrts of Boiiglas had before done, 
itt*the i^ui^^ise oflii^ hercfdltary castle, the mas- 
teCire" df iihe Eiij^lfsli garrison — and finally in the 
dlifliMdr and (ieafli of ihat Sir John de Walton, 
upon ^cfSe fete she haLd:'lohgl)^fieved, or taught 
h^rsi^lf tcf H^if eve^ thai? her Wn was depiendant ? 
^t^no sS^^r'lkslied d<^dss th^ ^ind 6f the 
L^-At^ta MV'^teN^ engaged itit some 
suet dWi^1rA«y' witl^^W^S(f6ttJsh lAsui^gei^^ 
she MddeM ^ di^'iiotlsS^eric^^W th^ dark ' 



■*"> 



S22 CASTLB DAK6BBOU8* 

tranaactkns in wMch ake had now become in* 
T^idyedl, and whieh appeared to haswe a tendencgf 
so yery diifereiit firoia wlmt she had at fifst i^ 
prekended. 

The henra of the morniag of thia remarkable 

« 

day, beiiig that of Palm Sunday) were thm 
dimra oat m wandering firom place to place; 
irhila the Lady de Berkely occasionally interr 
posed by petitiona for Uberty> which Ae ^idear 
vafQied to express in the moat moving and pathe- 
tic mamier» and by o&rs of wealth and treasure^ 
to which no answer whateTer waa returned by 
her strange guide* 

, At length) aa if worn out by his captiye'g 
importunity, Ihe knight cosning dose np to the 
bndle rein of the Lady Augusta^ said in a 
solemn tone— - 

« I «». « jjjjn may weU beKeye, none rf 
those kaig^ ^ho voam through wood and 
flrild seeking adventares, by which I may ob- 
tain grace in the eyes <d a fair lady : Yet wifl 
1 to a eertain d^;ree grant the request which 
Ihou dost aolkit so anxiously, and the arbitri^ 
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tbn of tky fate ihall depend upon tlMr pkii^ 
wtae of Imn to vlnne w31 Aott bavt e a i pr t ti* 
ed ikyself ready to tubfldt time owiir' I w&l 
An our arrival at the plaec; of <rar drfitiaarimij 
wldeh is noMT at hand, write to Sir Johii ^ Wal* 
Ion, dnd send my letter, together trftk tiqr ftir 
sel^ by a special messenger. He ivilly no doiibt» 
speedily attend oar summons, and Ihoa shall 
thyself be satisfied that eren he wko hm m yet 
appeared deaf to entreaty, and iastudUe td 
earthly affections, has sdll some syi^Miiky iutf 
beauty and for virtue. I iriti put the dioke of 
^ety, and thy future happiness, into thine a«m 
hands, and those of the man whom dkm hail 
chosen ; and thou mayst select which ihou wilt 
betwixt those and misery •*• 

While he thus spoke, one of those ravines or 
clefbs in the earth seemed to yawn before them, 
and entering it at the \tpper end, the spectre 
knight, with an attention whreh he had not yet 
shown, guided the lady's courser by the rein 
down the broken and steep path by whidi alone 
the bottom of the tangled dingle was accessible. 

When placed on firm ground after the dangers 
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of a descent, in which her palfrey seemed to be 
sustained by the personal strength and address 
of the siogolar being who had hoU of the bridle^ 
the kdy looked with some astonishment at a 
place so well adapted for concealment as that 
which she had.now reached. It appeared evident 
that it was used for this purpose, for more than 
one stifled answer was given to a very low 
bugle note emitted by the Knight of the Tomb; 
and when the same note was repeated, about 
half a score of armed men^ some wearing the 
dress of soldiers, others those of diofdierds and 
agncidtQrists, showed themselves imperfectly^ 
as if addnoiriedgi]^ the summons. 
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CHAPTER, IX... . 



I . 



. << iHail^ to you, 4ny gallant friends !'^ said thd 
Knight <tf the Tomb to his coanpanioiis, who 
seemed to welcome him with the eagerness of 
men engaged in the same perilous undertaking. 
<< Tlie winter luis passed over, the festival of 
Palm Sunday is come, and as sorely as- &e 
ice and snow of this season shall not remain to 
chill the earth through the ensuing summer, so 
surely we, in a few hours, keep our word to those 
Southern braggarts, who think their language of 
boasting and malice has as much force over 
our Scottish bosoms, as the blast possesses over 
the autumn fruits; but it is not 8o» While we 
choose to remain concealed, they may as vainly 
seek to descry us, as a housewife would search 
for the needle she has dropped among the Mrither- 

K 2 
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ed foliage of yon gigantic oak. Yet a few koursy 
and the lost needle shall become the extenni- 
nating sword of the Genius of Scotland, avenging 
ten thousand injuries, and especially the life of 
the gallant Lord Douglas, cruelly done to deatii 
as an exile froA^'his native country.'* 

An exclamation between a yell and a groan 
kiirst from the assembled xetainers df Douglus, 
upon being reminded of the recent deaiik of tlttlF 
chieftain ; while they seemed at the same tia^ 
iensftile of the necessity of making Ettie neis^ 
lest tiiey should give the alarm to some €i tiie 
Bomerous Faglish parties which were tkea to^ 
versing different parts of tiie fiarest The aed»- 
tnation, so cautiously uttered, had searce diei 
away m stlesce^ \i^eii the Kn^ht of tiie Tudb^ 
or, to call him by his proper narne^ St Jame^ 
Douglas, again addressed his handful of fid&fij 
followers^ ^ 

f <^ One. effort my friends, may y^ be Btaik tb 
^nd our strife wi& the southron wxtbout bleedb 
i3ied. Fate has wzthin a few hours thrown into 
ay pewer the youz^ heiress of Beikely» loir 
whose sake it is said Sir John de Walton keeps 



ifStk sodt dMbacy the ciistte whidt is niii^ by 
idftexttaiiee. b there eiie aiMng you niie dure 
ge^ as the lioaioiirable escert df Augusts dt 
Beikely, beMrk^ a letteti explaining the term 
<m wlxkh I am. willing to restore her to her layers 
te fireedooiy and to her English h^dships ?' 

^ If there je n<me other/' mid a tall Bii% 
dressedin &e tattered attire ci awoodsttaiiy and 
being, in.fi(ciy no other than the very MushMl 
Tumbnll^ who had already given so extraoidir 
nary a proaf of his undaunted manhood^ ^ I 
will gladly, be the person who will be the lady's 
lienchman on this expedidon/' 

^ Thou art never wanting," said the Dea»> 
gh% ^^ where a. manly deed is to be dcme; but 
zemember^ thia lady must pledge to ns her wonl 
«id oath that she will hold herself our fsaHMfd 
ptisonery. rescue or no rescue i iixat she will eoiiK 
jnder hers^ aa plee^ed fox the lifey jEreedom, and 
fidr noagejoC Michael TiimbuU; a»d that if Sir 
John de Walton refuse my tesms^ shemust hoU 
herself obliged to return with TumbuU to our 
presence, in order to be disposed of at our plea- 



sure." 
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There was mticli in these coaditioiiSy whidi 
fetriick the Lady Augusta with natural^floiibtaiid 
horror; nevertheless, strange as it may seem, the 
declaration of the Douglas gave a spedes of deci- 
sion to her situation, which might have otherwise 
been unattainable; and from the high opinion 
which she entertained of the Douglas's cbiyslbfjf 
she could not bring herself to think,, that aay.part 
which he might play in the approaching jtoima 
would be other than that which a p^ect.gpod 
knight would, under all circumstwe(;s^jfiaf|i)irr- 
tain towards his enemy. Even with f eqpi^; to, 
De Walton, she felt herself relieved ofa^mio^ 
fill difficulty. The idea of her beii9g.difip>yex^^ 
ed by the knight himself, in a roaledhgjgfy^^ 
had preyed upon her spirits; .and fh^^ felttii^^ii 
guHty of a departure from the la.^ of w^n^^ 
hood, in having ext^ded heip &!rpi/gr. towi^ l)im 
beydnd maidenly limits ; ^step, too^ whlj^ might 
tend to lessen Ker in the eyes of the.loTer.^for 
whom she had hazarded so much. 

^ TV>art, she t«i4, i» ]%^iJ^ l^rised^ 

That is but lighdy won ; 
Andlbug A£ll AMtau the heartless man, 

That Waves his lore too soon." nV 
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On the other hand, to be brought before him as a 
prisoner, was indeed a circumstance equally perT 
plexing and nnpleasing, but it was one which was 
beyond^her control, and the Douglas, into whose 
hands she had fallen, appeared to her to represent 
the deity in the play, whose entrance was almost 
sufficient to bring its perplexities to a conclu- 
t&on; she therefore not unwillingly submitted 
t&' take what oaths and promises were required 
by the' party in whose hands she found herself^ 
find' accorcBngly engaged to be a true prisoner, 
whatever' might occur* Meantime she strictly 
obeyed the directions of those who had hc^r mo« 
ttonili at coinmand^ devoutly praying that cir«* 
ec^Ms^hces, ' in themselves so adverse, might 
sleverthelesi Woi-k together for the safety of her 
lovei* ail?i her own freedom. 

A psitis6 Ensued, during which a slight repast 
was placed before the Lady Augusta, who was 
wellnigh exhausted with the fatigues of her 
journey. 

Douglas and hispartiisans, meanwhile, whis^ 
pered together, as if unwilling she should hear 
their confereBce ; while, to purchase their good* 



mSif if pooSbl^ ahe ttadioiuly mmimi engf 

After lonie eosTesaatioD, Tsralmlly lAo »• 
peared ta ecmaidcr the lady ai feca&athf lua 
diaige, aaid to her in a hacdL Toic^ ^ Da mat 
fen, lady, no wioi^fllMdl be dome ytm; neref* 
ihelea^ y oa auiat be ecmtent &r a epmot to b« 
blindfolded.'' 

SkesabmittedtotluBiiiaileattonor; aadtke 
traanet* wwvimp nart cf a. ai aa i li wiuid fact 
liead» ^ itot aasisl Iwr to »MiiBtl bar pdlfisqp^ 
bnt kat ber bfe attti to sappeal ber i&tyaU]adf>^ 
edstato* 
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CHAPTER X. 

_) 

- Th£ grauBd lisbieii tiiey ti ' av iiiB d waB» as 
Lidy Ai^usta ooidd fed, very brakea wsA u^ 
eveii». aad sonetiDMS^ as slie thoaght^ emtiiHH^ 
lK9red witb ruiin, wfaidi ifreffe iBflifgilt to •«» 
moimtL The s^exq^ of Iier comrade assiatod 
Iter ferwasd on 9atk oecasiona ; bat kia kd^ 
was so TOi^hly administered^ that the lady onoe 
or twice, ia fear or suffering, was compelled to 
groan or sigh heavily, whateyer was her desire to 
suppress such evidence of the apprdiension which 
she underwent, or the paia which she endured. 
Presently, upon an occasion of this kind, she was 
distinctly sensible that the rough woodsman was 
r^BOved from her side, and another of the part]^ 
ftttbetituted in his steady whose yoke, more gende 
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Ijhan tba^ of his cpn^panipn^ i^e tbouglit sbe had 
lately, ipard. . ....... . Vi 

« iS^obl^.la^y/* wer^ the VfindSf^ ** fear.i^qt the 
slightest injury at piqr hands^ ai^d accept of my 
nuDistry instead of tbi^t oC my heiichspuui,:'who 
has gone forward with pur letter ; - do ^ot thjnk 
me presuming on my situat^Ps if I Ifie^x you 
in my arms through ruins where you CQu)4 ^Dot 
easily move alone and blindfold." 

At the same time, the Lady Augusta BerJ^ely 
felt herself raised from the eai:th in the strong 
anns of a man» and borne onward with the ut- 
most gentleness, without the necessity of ma- 
king those painful exertions which had been 
formerly required. She was ashamed of her 
situation ; but, .however delicate, it was no time 
to give vent to complaint^ which might have 
given offence to persons whom it was her inte- 
rest to. conciliate. .She, therefore, submitted to 
necessity, and heard the foUowing words whis- 
pered in her ewr. 

<< Fear nothing; there is no evil intended 
you ; nor shall Sir John de Walton, if he loves 
you as you deserve at his hand, receive any harm 
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on our part We call on him but to do justice 
to onn^elves and to you; and be assured you 
will best accomplish your own happiness by aid-» 
ing our views, which are equally in fEivour of 
your wishes and your freedom » 

The Lady Augusta would have made some 
imswer to this, but her breath, betwixt fear and 
th6 specfd with which she was transported, refused 
to permit hbr to uise intelligible accents. Mean-* 
time she began to be sensible that' she was en-* 
closed withlir some building, and probably a ruin- 
ous dne— for although the mode of her transport- 
ation tio.longet' 'permitted heir to ascertain the 
ridftii^'of her pathin any iespect distinctly, yet 
the'abfeenc^ of the external air-^which'was, how;- 
eV^r,''sokL(etln]tes excluded, and some tunes adniit- 
ted in fufidus' gtists— intimated iSteit sh6 was con* 
diidiei tWbugh bufldlngs parti j^ entire, and in 
other plkc^k'aSniittlhg the whid through' widA 
rents and g£^S.' In one plade it seemed to the laid^ 
as if she 'passed ^otigh a cd>nsidera;bfe body of 
people, all of whom observed silence, althougk 
there Was sometimes heard among them a mvr* 
mur, to which every one present in some deg;r6e 



oootnbuted, aldMOgli Ae general sound did iMl 
eseeed a wliiapen Har shaatioii made h&t aU 
tend to every ckcnmtanee, and she did not £ul 
lo obeenre that these penoos made -wbj far him 
-who bore her, until at l^agth she became aenr 
siUe IhflA he deseended by the regular steps of a 
stair, and that she wsm now alone, exceptfaig hia 
eompany. ^Anived^ as it appeared to the lady, 
en more level gronnd, they pioeeeded on their 
singalar road by a conrse ndiich appeared nei* 
ther direct nor easy, and through an atmosphere 
whick was dose to a Rnothering degree, and 
felt at tbe same time damp and dUsagreeable, as 
if from the vaponrt of a new made grave. Her 
gnide again ^Mike, 

• ^ Bear up. Lady Ai^rasts, for • Utde loii|ger^ 
aoad eontinne to endure that atBioq>here wMdi 
must be one day oemnum to us alL By 1^ 
aeoessify of my situation, I must reogn ay pre* 
aent effiee to your original guide, and can only 
give you my assurance, that he, nor any one elssi 
dbdl ofer you tiie least incivility or insults 
«Bd on this you may rely, on the fidth of a jaai 
wi hrnkwaJ* 



CAfiTXE DANGXBOU& 9U 

He placed her, as he said these words, iip<m the 
soft turfy and, to her infinite refireshment, made 
-her sensible diat she was once more in the ppea 
air, and firee from the smodiering atmosphere 
which had before oppressed her like tiiat of a 
chamei-honse. At ihe same time^ she breadied 
in a idiisper an anxious wish that she might be 
permitted to ^senemnber herself from tiie £Mg 
of the mantle, which exdnded almost the power 
of breathing, though intended only to ]»eT«nt 
her seeing by what road she travelled. She im^^ 
mediately found it unfolded, i^eeaUy to her 
request, and hastened, with uncovered eyes, to 
take note of the scene around her» 

It was overshadowed by thick eak trees, among 
which stood some remnants of buildeigs, or what 
might have seemed such, being perhaps the saime 
in which she had been lately wandering* A dear 
fountain of living water bubbled forth from under 
^e twisted roots of one of tiiose trees, and ot- 
f ered the lady the opportunity ef a dimig h t ef 
•tike pure element, and in which she abo bathed 
hef &ce, whidi had received mere tiian eee 
scratch in the course of her journey, in spite of 
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the care, and almost the tenderness, with whieh 
she had latterly been borne along* The, cool . 
water speedily stopt the bleedipg of ihon? itii- 
fling injuries, and the applicatipn i^enr^. a|; tb^ 
same time to recall the spatter^, ^e^^^.qfjthe 
damsel herself. . Her first idea w^^^^r^he^^r an 
attempt to escape, if such ;»hpuld ajppQar,!p^««» 
sible, was not advi^hle^ ^ d^ox^^t^j );efl0f^>. 
tion, however, satisfied her that J?fich).ft;/s^qift 
was not to be thought of} md jfoph^d^^a^n^ 
thoughts were confirmed by tl^ oppTQ^sfi^jat,^ 
gigantic form of the huntsmaoi, XwnI^iUt f)^< 
rough tones of whose voicie wer^e> h^afd^l^e^if^ 
his figure was obvious to her eye^ ..., .., >• .-,.. 
" Were you impatient for my: retWPi. &ir. 
lady? Su^ as I,'' he continued iipt, ^n. Jyropijifal 
tone of voice, ^< who are foremost in.ib^.iJMn^of 
wild stags and. 9ilvaii i^t^^* 9X^potufj v» to 
lag behind, when % la^^. Ji^, yop?, 9^^^ 
objects of pursuit ^- a^d,^ I W W^W fi<3prt?PM- 
in my ,att»nda^ce ^ y<ji^, xi^^ 
me, it is bemuse I yn^ ^^gygfi^ixi^^fiffii^, v^ 
ter, to which I mua^ f^of ^^^ 
Ac duty of f^ttepdBng p^ p».?» , ^ . :^ .,. .. 



CASTLE DANGEROUS. ^J 

i ** I offerno resistance,*' said tlie lady ; "for- 
bear,' hbWever, ih" di^cliarpng thy du^, to aiig- 
meiit mf tiri^asiness by thy conversation, for thy 
mairtei' h^th pledged ihe his word fliat he wiU 
notsiiffef toe id b6 aiamed'or i^^ treated.** 

« myifeirotte,*^ replied the huntsman, «I 
emthduglit it ivii^'fit' to make interest by soft 
words ^i&iMt ladies; but if you like it not, I 
have »o such please in hunting for fine holy- 
day^tttms, btit that I can with equal ease hold 
myself sflent. Come, then, since we must wait 
upon tliis lover of yours ere morning closes, 
and leskrn his last resolution touching a matter 
which is become so strangely complicated, I will 
kold no more iht^rcoiirse with you as a female, 
but talk to you as a person of sense, although an 
Englishwoman.** 

« You win;** repHed the lady, « best fulfil the 
intentions of those by whose orders you act, by 
holding no society with me whatever, otherwise 
than is necessary iii Ae character of guide.** 

The man lowered his bi^ows, yet seemed to as« 
sent tb what the Lady of Berkely proposed, and 
remained silent as they for some time pursued 
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thdr conne^ eadi poBd^ring oyer tlieir owm iBkto 
oi jHteditatioii, wkaA probably ttirned upon ns^ 
ten essentially different At lengdi the hmi 
blast of a bugk vas beaid at bo greatcdktaooe 
from liie wsocial feUow^traivelkis* ^ Tbrnk ia 
llieperacm we seek^*' Said TlmtbuU.;- ^^ I know 
1m bliusEt from any other who freqnwats tkia 
forest^ and my <Nrden are to hmg you tospeedi 
of him/' 

The blood started rapidly tliroiigli Ae ladf a 
TEiBS at the' thought of bmng thas m ic cr e M KH 
moiisly presetted to the km^bityhi whose fasrooc 
ahe had eonfessed a rash ptefleKBoefltiare agree* 
able to the maiiBers of those time% irhm ssnigY 
gerated sentiments o&en ins|»red actkms: ot est* 
tmvagant generosity, than in our days, vfarn 
every thing is accounted absurd* ivUeh d6es not 
tfktn upon a motive connected with the iaswodiate 
arifiah interesti of the actor himsel£» What 
TiirnboU^ there£ore» windisd his horn» a^ if ifl( 
answer to the blast which they had he«nd^ ik^ 
lady was disposed to fly at dbo first impiils^'of 
4nme and of fear* Tumbuli peroeiyed* her in* 
(totion, md caught hold of h^r with no Y&f: 



giiaSa gfaspf sayings— ^< Nay^ hdyf it is to be 
undeHstood dut you play your own part in dif 
draooa^ wbich^ unless you eontinae on the slagei 
vdllcondiMie^ nnwatiafactorily to us all* in a comt 
bat at ontiaBcebetiireeB' your lover and me^ wbeii 
|t will appear, .whidi (tf us are most worthy of 
youfffiMTQuri^" 

r ^ I 'Will/ be padent," said the lady» bethinking 
her that even this strange man's presence* and 
tibe-c<»Bpulsion whieh. be afq)eared to use towardi 
heij was a sort of excuse to her female scniplesi 
fbroomingintotij^preseneeof her loTer» atleast 
at her first appearance before him* in a di^^uise 
wUch ker feelings confessed was not extremely 
deeorou% ar reooncilable to the dignity of her 



. The moment after these thoughts had passed 
througk her mind, the tiiamp of a horse was 
beard apprebohing ; and Sir John de Walton^ 
pressing through the tsees, became awue of the 
presoiee of his lady» c^itive^ as it seemed, in th^ 
gitap, of a Seottifidi outlaw* wbo was only knowi% 
to lam by his £»niier audadty at t)ie hunting* 
ipatek 



•At tSBMVmtptkh 'iot ftt^.ck^ M^pHra'liA'iSnJ^m 
thy hold I or die in ihy profime attempt mxotf* 
Ii4a#»iaufaiU>feK: fiimA'io ^tUHff^'-'AV tK^Mi 
Ijiiinjiftlw Jadf ^Mv Hi* ^S^tili t>y<WWtt^#t(oM 

did not peradtlMM dU; IpelrfMt'^ tui^Hl^tll^-i' 
!«« liwm hit <hbni^:apfnrMab«yi ^ittkMdpl«»& 
hi* A«ini;«nBli I ■ -. .t '»' !'-'!J »"""'' 'l''" x'»*^' 
I. ,Xhe atttAAsamn ho t f tt g 4kr Dffil^itoMff ^ 

of t>Mgryiii^.tot u. iw fa^ A»4fl^'<>#-'hL'lkw'^ 

«90»iidM lyiiii liljiiiil i «rViik^l tah^ 
ptttiuv]*iril»4hui lldm'uJ^'llMliikr^ul^i^/^) 



•f 



CAfTUR OANQ«ROUi» 24} 

goMrdiiii ; and I entreat you to forbear him wliile 
lie tpeaki the pnriKMe for wbiU^lMi liaa brought 
mo hither." .... . % 

Berl^^ in the ^ape breeikhft w^o^ata^ be 
oa^e en<»i]gli for, initpnfr,^UH!KaaUi)tliQjOoTW» 
^??it>«^.(>^PWlw„Cprt^4 JSlMi*^yeii.comnw«4 

^?Jlfc)W4 J>Jfi«r€^;W*^igolfi«»t lifie^ altboogli 
I^a]f9ai^f,^*.P9np]^iifcaiaiiiitU^^ dm i^aae 
<^,)|^Q)^(|¥{|r^,giood» ^wmUVhad Isa « thouaand 
Uv^i^^|i;|)^^^fiejitPtt^4^<th»«iiaiUM .; 

,,^Y^^q|VRi4^,Tfi^lJWii*Vnriqp^ thfa^ 

lady well knows that no fear of tkm»mpgmllM In 

^irti!^(t9inNI^ ^•'fNoefoI!«iie«iifog^ and 
^wW5Jtil8RPt,ijr^l*fWu|y iAeitneiB6iiaatiMea «ir 

Pi<iR^^iM!pwiip0^ Jpiiil»< aa^^ as 

thK*^>)»ii!»Wi^ ftmre.' qfriaMteibav wjE^^ the 
utmost thou couldst do,.iIiaqiJ[ lisaieaioi^ in iWeK 
li>W)lN«t»p|tjf|» Wlh«eMiih^ g«i>wi«iipair/'' 

*^niT^i iWellaiah iti if hfaii i as i bIb— fti ladsv ediiik* 

VOL. it; I. 



stf Idi iipeafttii^^^Dd tbe^ Stm^gtik M>A><tefi^i)ri<y 
with ^vrtiich ke used it*. . . . . .^ 

*4eIl»ir<,''rwU:{8b JUm ^de WttUiM% ^' mce^iit is 
'tfie hAfu plflBCim that mwh ftbmUj]^ tk^ i^^ae, 
«m1 let me know irhait4liim*'l]Mb)to.fift]^»;t^,j]iie 

«' Qtt lfaat«iiIi|«Dt,''.wU TumbvM^ ^vt^y^mt^ 
^ai« feWy but, mttk them, Sir IftigHrfunaB^ . The 
Lady Augusta BrnfMy^ WMidmtig.ia ^^bm ffwnw 
ttry, liae become a prisoa«r «f tiie «ieUe ^Lord 
^DeiiglaBy 4ibe o^g^itfal inheriter ef ^he ceitle«fttid 
aonUnp, .ad ke iWg hi.»elf.«b%edto«tl>di 
'4d the UtaBfy of '4hb Iadyitfa« iaUbmug. ewdt- 
*tions, bemg in all xeqieeti«udi a9<gwd«Qd Jaw- 
<MM»fireeiiti4e8«Jkii^^t»ezMl. Tbttisto 
rstt]r,i]i4iU4iaiiBiiraBdifiafetf theXudy Augusta 
shall im delir^ed >tQ:^]r Jdbadb ¥Mkm0 ^ 
'tfaefee i«thom ;bs>8luQl4i«aiejdte tha^iioQ^Mii of 
JMMMrii^ hor. On .tfie «Auk> Jiaail^ «ke Custk 
i0f Doug^iitooU;^ togedsariiifMh^ ^nwipMilii or 
y tfr kmw ^w»WMrtigtwbeilnagingsr»ahiifl/the .mtede 
4UM1 wimudeved hySm Johu/^illUloiiy 



»- 



fb^th^ BMi^'stettiAieiH iiiidjcmitU3aaB|^^beriiame 

"WaUs ; «nd the space of a i]U»ii& of tnieer^liall 
*.1«,x«lm**.Si. Ja««.Dougl« and 6b John 
^e WeJIor f ad^&er to regtdateihft term^iif ^ar- 
render ^n kfd^h' ptH*ts, ^faaring find piighifed €beir 
"knigMy %«rd! and tfad^ tiiat in /th« exchange of 
4he honourable lady for the foresaid -CBStl^ li^s 
iAie iMl HtipiMP t of the present agYeenient, and 
chair «Vety oilier gubjeok of dispute shaUy at the 
frleaBiire of <die"noi>le kB%hts fbresaid, be ho- 
aoombfy eompousdedand agreed betwixt diem ; 
«r, at 'their 'plufiisiire, isetded kaiighitly by single 
^eamhb,% aifto<yfdil^ to usage wd in a&ir fields 
iirfore «ny honeiiralde person, -diat may posBess 
panvier enough tte pvestds.'' 
^ iU is adt MBKf ^ ^ataoamB ^Ate aatooisktteBt 
4if Sir Johnute Wnbonsit hanring idie tsimieids 
cff^ldiis ^xliHiosdhiaii^ eaitel;* he looked tovatrds 

trilii ivdiiiii^ioisiiiinaiii^ 0uppei^d'tf>«mi his 
giiivdiaa aii^elipepato&ifimf (kpastac^ Hirougk 
lur .mifldiiab^t^willn^'idaKr'flo^ed^ ii» 
^ttttfadpediift ttoBoessii^n^irf'^tutt «hie Juid ^eea^ 
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tjmmiaki of Ker nmhft^ but <tiM«i|KJ 

■PI 

o«n4ithiri& di«gneafditotfc9>lQgrei^((Ui»ithhclief 
rab's •fieorjn tramrd > df > jron^' r^hich \ ntw It jmhM 
b^lwtteli mxs 6nAi pfarento^andi 1jli^^U6a^g&itff 
paotadifie.. : Sir Jk^ii^ d«^ Wiil(k>% a^ Ik fluoxtiflKCk 
lidtitatbni broke ttleoce mrthese^mffdii:^* u .!• 

^^ NoBk kdy> ywi oayibeisnfpris^fi^A psmrf 
^tion >b6< impoaed up«a me, having f ftr, i^ ^««k 
your freedom; and4£ Sir Jobn de Walton, ^irii-^ 
ready standing under thioflie obUgatioBi^.fto j^w^ 
which be is proud of aeknowledging, should yel 
hesitate on acee{>tingi vith the utmost ea^mMSk 
what must ensure your restofatiou to £reedo«t 
and independence ; but so it is, that ike wordi 
now spoken hare thriUed in mine ear with^ 
reaching to my undeistandisg) and I must pnqr 
the Lady of Berkely for pasdoa if I take time 
to reooitaider them for a idiort spaee^" i 

^ And V replied TumbuU^ ^' bateonly^owiir 
to allow you half an hour for the considei»lim 
of BOj offifeTy in aceepting w]iich»< i^etbinksi yoa 
should jiiiDp.di««Mei>heigh|^iQ$t^4>fi a^ipg 
any ttimeior jsefleiiticm. What/ do^i tkts 4»M4 
exact, aairewhat your doty9»f^ hwghkimifii^iflf 



tyi«Uige8!y<c»i>tcy? YoU>bave>Qiigaged>'ytarself 
t^ilbeenkhxe^ ih^agi^ntM^f the'tynQyt'EdvmttIv in 
MdvR^ iDou^laiS' (Dastle^ as 'hiscomniendery 'to 
Jthe^pi«jtt^e ^ the Soottisii; natidn^ and of the 
K}inghti^<Do«jg'la0'Dal^ iHio neHrer, as a oonif 
munity ^'OS'^^n iiidiridualy wer4^ guilty of: the 
tettft kijui>f i»\riifds'youj yem ^e tberelbv^pro- 
i^uiasig'aifiilde path, tmnvtorthy of <ag«od knight. 
Oti fdi^^o^Ker iiaiidj tii^ ftieed|>m a»d safety of 
y««f lAdyb' ttbw»pfo|>osed to be pledged to 
ycKiy'with a full' assurance of her liberty and 
koi!ii»tir^ • oii eousiden^oa of yofctr wididtaving 
liroin'tbe Unjust linie of conduct^ in which yoa 
hfeive strflfered yoarself to be imprudently eng-d* 
^^j'' If 'you^pe»severe in it, you plaoe your 
M[W9S konoUr^ ' aaid the kdy's happiness^ in the 
hands' of^nieniwhom^ yon hafve done every Ifhfaig 
in your p6w^^ti<) render despevate^ tedwbem^ 
tfav^^itat^d/ it is^itnost-piobableyou Inay itnd 

I'o^ Itht^P^oiAilm ]^ete|ESt^?^saidthe kniglDt, 

yiAA '4]lAug\dP AiHti ^i&plain ^thef>tov8>of ivoir/or 
2)^^ 'VV^^il receive tii^tk i^ l^s^dletating.'^ 



« lanl not, ti^n," feaid TiiiblWJS, «^wc*^eil 
m a friendty medsenger ? ]^arewe1I, and iMiife 
ef this lady as being' in anjr karcbr Bnt &(Mt 
which are safe; noiiHe yoti make, up' at leisocer 
your mind upon the message I har^ farmi^t 
you. Come, madam, we must be gone^" 

So saj^ng, he seized upon llie lad^^s haaeti, and! 
pulled her, as if to ibrce«her to witbdhtw. ' Ther 
lady had stood motionless, and almost aenseleflSy, 
while these speeches were exchanged betw«eftr 
the warriors ; but when she felt the grasp <!£- 
Michael TurnbuU, she exclaimed, like one al<» 
most beside herself with fear — " Help me, De 
Walton f** 

The knight, stung to instant rage, assaulted 
the forester with the utmost fury, and dealt hfnr 
with his long sword, almost at unawares, two or 
three heavy blows, by which he was so wound»* 
ed that he sunk backwards in the diicket, aadl 
De Walton was about to dispatch him, when he- 
was prerented by the anxious cry of the lady^ — 
" Alas ! De Walton, what hare you done ? Thir* 
man was only an ambassador, and should haver 
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9^ 1^^ th^ 4e^Sfv;qry; frfj what t« was chapitged witfi^ 
and.jf tjb/9u jb^t 4a^ ,bimf. wW iu^ows bow 

:,XtM9i yoiee off th^ ladyj^ef^m^d tQ roccMrer th# 
huntsmaii from the effects of die bloi¥s l^e liad 
rof^eived^ he i^ung.on hisfeet, saying—** Never 
rmpA me, nor think of my becomjfig the means 
of making mischief. The knight, in his hasten 
sppke without giving me warning and defiance^ 
which gave him an advantage which^ I think^ 
hei would otherwise have soorned to have taken 
in such a case. I will renew the combat on 
fiurer terms, or call another champion, as th« 
knight pleases." With these words he dssap^ 
paared, 

** Fear not^ empress of De Walton's thoughts^'* 
answered the knight ; ^ but believe, that if we 
rfgain together the shelter of Douglas Castle^ 
and the safeguard of Saint George's CrosSy thou 
mayst laugh at all. And if you can but pardon, 
what I shall never be able to forgive myself, the 
mole'rlUce. blindness wduoh did not reeognise the 
sun while under a temporairy eclipse^ tixe task 



iMtondt te imiiie4 tod haird fbn'^ibi^ >^AkMiK^ 
Bbfiiem Iwhicb) L «h|l)^:4ibti iiAlihglf ii(iiid«ndbe» 
4a« vipti jobt ithe/riMQBOfi^ yoi' taiy tgiiewds 'failift;^ 
. <« . Me»liD» it na in«re^^* sidd dlQ Qad^^;' 1*'i^ils 
not ntsilcbatknewB dik, wheil«(lf^&y<^^}|ir0'f^r 
dse<iii4xmeiita« stake, tlififlqiiatMi» ^M*fiil%liter 
topioa are to be reciitrad4o;*''IcsA{tdiyffii^lif 
you-do not yet know, thai the'SctotS'aitt;iaiainas 
in this vicinity, and that even * die* >ea^i<kss 
y«wned to ooneeal diem -^roni' the .sight '^ your 
garrisoii*" " ,,.,.- -^...^i 

^ Let il yawn, tlien^" sud Sir Joha d« W^- 
tm^y << and snflbr «viery fiend as'liie ififetnal 
abyss (o eBcsq>e from liis prison^JMnssb' mA- i^eid- 
fbroe our enemie^-HEitill, fairest, having ree^ived 
in thee a pearl of matehless price, my s^itfs 
ftbail be hacked fifom my heels by the btiseit 
€ouUioD» if I tarn my horse's head ^itiie r«ttr 
be&re the utmost fbroe these ruffians lean m^fHtt- 
ble, either upon earth^ or ifrom udem^ath'it. 
In thy name I defy th^m all to iAstiMit>eod[ibat" 

, As^ Sir J(din de Wakon ponoiMced IthtssehM 
words, in something of an ^eaoalted^ tta^, 'a'tall 
cavalier, army«d in blaok armour of the $im|4e^ 



ftat^muist iDAaroamteJus, 'fl49 



,^vrfi#r^hTmr9l)^Ullblkd.idi6a|>|Mterkdd )i>f^^^ lie 

S^^;f^ Jamei^fof X)otigb»y midTyQlir itliBllqnga)ls 

vHQiept^i > I . il^ IJbd Gballengedy >namei dbe sMos^our 

il<|i^lltly>weiifto«€;.!a0 JWie Biowf.wear them^ nod 

;0^^4)SaQe^^£ a4Mnhatthn9<field or diflgle called itbs 

tSloi»fly'Sykics»itlie^ti]kir being i«lstant,< and Ite 

^GorabatantB^libertriie knighte5 fdr^^ing efleh'ad* 

r^dntiige OIL lather ' side*'^ 

no// 8p be il, id 6od^ nailie^" s«id the £ngHsb 

knight, wbG, though surprised at being ealied 

tip^ to soifiUdden an encounter with io formi- 

i d^Ue a waotriov as young Douglas^ was too prMid 

tO'^eHMsa of^Vioiding the combat. Making a 9%ii 

ttOytb^ lady tf> retire behind him, that he might 

jM>tfio9e. the advantage which he had gained by 

8ettidlg her at liberty from the forests, he difew 

<hia STi^ord^ and' with a deUberate itnd prepared 

4 

aAtitttde :of ' ofience asoiped ab wly to the enoeto- 
t^r« f It iwlE^a dreadinl one^ for ^he courage atid 
akiUrboih^.^iuetiiaitive Lord ef Dimglaaf Dal^, 
)a9icl>o£iDe^.lJV<ahon3i weve 4auongitUe ifioiftt re- 
il^iTO^diofi tibffif'timesy and ^ cqrbaptt'tiie^*vfK>Hd^<»f 
i<2hJ^allyo(iKuld haidly bawa prbdtteed^lwe'kbights 

l2 
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more i^oi^- IPKeft- Hbw^^ fiSf as 'if tMpg^ byr 
soib^ ibiglit^ etigiii^, Wbere'tbe]^ wbtf^ met ixait 
parried with ^(fc£t strengtli and'dexteifljr; !ihkf 
seebied it Ukely, in the cottrse of ten initi nte a^ 
encountei*9 that an advantage wt»tdd be gmiexfi 
by either combatant over the other. An histaa^ 
they 'stopped by mutually impted assent, ai it 
seemed, for the purpose of taking brealh:, during 
which Doaglas said, ^ I beg that tiiis noblebidjff 
maiy understand that her own freedom is no way 
concerned in llie present contest, which entirely 
regards the injustice done by thu Sir 3(An de 
Walton, and by his nation of England to- the 
memory of my &ther and to my own natordi 
rights.** 

^^ You are generous, ^ ICnight,^ replied the 
lady ; ^' but in what circumstances do you place 
me, if you deprive me of my protector by dealk 
or captivity, and leave me alone m a ftfe%s 
land?* 

^^'- If such should be the event of &e cobki 
bat," replied Sir James, ^ the Douglas himself^ 
lady, will safely restore thee to thy native land'; 
for never did his sword do an injury for which 



sim^ wi^^ipflmf ajDfJiif. Jgii:, Joi^m |J|BL. WaltoA wilt 

ji^i^^ op *i^s?li«J?^ frW tlie pbmei of lus hd- 
Bi^l;,, XNaglas i/fSX xf^wnjfi/^- ^Tf^ puipo^er on: 
hi$ partrwitwlu.cm^ toucH.t^e.la^f'i hanaQr ow 
81^^91 am4 IjbA combiit may be 9as|u9ii jed imtS 
t^<]ia|ii9ml qoarrol agwi brings us tog^lfcer^'' 
^ .S^, Jolui ii^' Walt^Qa pondered f^ momant^ aadE 
tj^e.llid])^ althoi^b sbe did not qieak^ looked ay6 
bim with. eyes, which plainly expreaaed how> 
mw\ she wished ths)t be would choose the lea* 
bi^^^idona altematiyei But the knighf s own 
scruples prevented his bringing the case to sot 
&Yoar^ble an arbitremest. 
* ^^ Neyer shall it be said o£ Sir John de Wal- 
too/' he replied, '^ that he compromised, in tha 
QiUghtpit degree,, his own honour, or that of hk 
eonntry; This battle may end in my defiiai^ car 
letkeF death, and in, diat case my eardily pisQ*n 
speetfr are dosed^ and I resign to Douglas, widt 
my last breatji, the charge o£ the I^y Augusts^ 
trusting that he will de&nd hec wilih his^ Mfe^ 
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and ft^4,# mfm.,of rwJ»cfflg,.^qr «n*li!frf*Jr 

die fliay Bfy;e ^ .Wt^T„ J?ut wi^l ijot jiefi^jmaAfit 
pr^t^ctoi: tliaii^l^e who i^l^Qwm^iJbjf\hiii^hitt 
own choice ; nor will I.yi^ld: y^ wii|r^(itt«i»]^binie 
from my belmeW Inlying, tbat jtlHlv'0?intfin- 
tained w unjust qmprel, eitl^ir in tbfti ofioMiflf 
England, or of the fiiirest of h^r danghtas 
Thus far alone I wilU concede to Doiig^liuittt^fei 
instant truce) provided the Jady shulLn^tlw bk* 
terruptied in her retreat to Engkoid} and tha 
^combat be fought out upon another day« < Xh& 
eastle and territory of DoygUs is the prcqpertjr 
of Edward of England^ the governor in Us^naiM 
is the rightful governor, and on this point K mik 
fight while my eyelids are unclosed*'' 

<^ Time flies," sdd Douglas, ^^ widiout w«it« 
ing for our resolves ; npr is there any part o£ U» 
motions of such value, as that which is pMditg 
with every breath of vital , air which we . pre- 
sently draw. Why should ,WQ a^joum till tfhmsm^ 
. row that which caii be as well finished^to-iday? 
Will our swords be sharper^.pr aarafms,stix>]iger 
.to wield them, than they are at this moment? 
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cmfUh^fM ^Mtks8ilikU4iit'jiof^^^^ to 
hei^kiii^ht itit sH^ffeit riiatk* of h^evenc^; wWc*t 
fii* ^(Afftt^^WaltOtf'^^Mj^'yilpposeS hims^^^ 
ttfieilort^bf Itoce^f affafa^- " """• ' '""'' '* ''' ' 
-I'fTWSthlihfesfe #oW4 th'€! ikiiighte Engaged once 
hiovein^ md^til clotoibat, and tbe'kdy felt uneer- 
t«i» iv4if€^dr sBe ihoxM attempt her eiscape 
thirettglL<:th4^ d^ion^ j^aths of the wood, or at)id*e 
tiie MHsileof'tbls 'obstinate fight. It was rather 
hit defifire to see the fate of Sir John de Walton, 
tbSBii any bther consideration, which induced her 
t^Yemain, as if fascinated, upon the spot, where 
tmff ol the fifetbest quarrels ever fought was dis- 
ptLteA by two of the btavest champions that ever 
drew sword. At kst the lady attempted to put 
a stop to the combat, by appealing to the bells 
wkidh began to ring for lth!e service o^ tlie day, 
wW«*Pwa9 I^lm Sanday. ' ' 

^^: For Heav^nV sak'6," she sai^— " for your 
awn tssdces, and Jii* ttikt of lady's love^ and tte 
dotks of eliiv«llry, b'6ld y&iir haiids only for an 
boor, ^ihd take dh^rifce^ fihatt where sfrengit is so 
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equals mesam* wSkihe. fmani. M seoiyrtrtiBgf Aa 
trace into m fiottd pcwe^' tTUrikHiub ill Bdm 
Sunday^, and ^#31! yattdeffie 51AI1 bloadt^sadk it 
peeiiHarfini^Falaf Gluristiaiiirkjr? Idtaianit yoms 
feud at laast ao fax aa to.plBsa tio* tiu^ awitife 
cliiird:^ beaob^ wi&. joat bnmobea^ sol kb die 
ostfemtattous mode of eartiUy conqnetiiva> biii^.aa 
readafingdne homage tf» tba mka of ike Uened 
chuxch^ and the hntSbutaoaa 1^ our haty reKgionu'^ 

^ I Tvas on mj road, fidr hidy, for limt pmw 
pose, toi the hafy chureh af DonglaB,'' stiAltn 
Englishman, ^ when I waa so fortoaale aar aa» 
meet you at this place; nor do^ I object to priK 
ceed thither even now, holding traee for att 
hour, and I fear not to find diere fiienda to 
whom I can commit you wit2t asaufaBca o£ 
safety, in case I am unfortanate in die combat. 
which is now broken ofl^ to be resumed after the 
service of the day." 

'^ I also assent," said the Douglas, ^' to a truce 
for such short i^aee ; nor do I fear diat diere 
may be good Christians enough at the chnrdiy 
who will not see their master overpowered by 
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of ivdiaib Hewctei dmllpleaaoi'tQ smmtuB.'* 

FfQmrt&ABewofdR^ Sir Jdm de Weiion littfai: 
doiditied' that 'Doagleis llad'iasaTQd faiiM^ of a. 
paHy anoitg» tbdfte wJip *sb#old ifa€«e assemble ; 
buthedoiiiited liot of $e^ loany^of tiie gluriOMii; 
beifli^ preBttrit as ' would faciiKe «f€ry attempub 
at^riwig'; afidi the risk, 1m tkooghty. unui veftk 
incmmogt ^^^ b^ dbMddi tiiefebjr secure am 
oppoxtimily to! pbboe Lady Augusta da Bedoely 
in safety^ at laaat so far as to inake bar libefty^ 
dopeinl onttbe eventof a general confliat^ insteadr 
of tbe precarious issue of a combat between him- 
self and Douglas, 

Both these distinguished knights were in- 
wardly of opinion, that the proposal of the lady, 
though it relieved them from their present 
conflict, by no means bound them to abstain 
from the consequences which an accession of 
force might add to their general strength, and 
each relied upon his superiority, in some degree 
provided for by their previous proceedings. Sir 
John de Walton made almost certain of meeting 
with several o^ his bands of soldiers, who were 
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scouring the country and traversing the woods 
by his direction ; and Douglas, it may be sup- 
posed, had not ventured himself in person where 
a price was set upon his head, without being 
attended by a sufficient number of proved adhe- 
rents, placed ii|;incp[e{^;l|eflp|; connexion with 
each other, and stationed for mutual support 
Each, therefore,iei>tertajliied wellrgprpp^di^ l^fpes, 
tha^ tyy adopting the trace propoded^ he' w<»uld 
ensure himself an advantage over his antagi^^t, 
although neither esacdy kn«w in whatmwifciK^r or 
to what extent this success was to be obtained. 

^) 
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*^i)Oo// iJiit •;L;nr^'f^>7i4xi huK 7Ttrriro:> 'fit lii iiiifuir, 
'>'t')H7^ 11.)^! ?q ijJ tl')>riiifl i»'ni/jji'r/ to.i (nid ,h'»^^«(; 

.rt'.i.jtru^- It.jni'cn uu I'Mji.ijf.v {.'li, .•• -lu- i^i: , 

Listened as to ft man in feverisli dreams, 
'WlSd speaks of otlier objects ^Kan tte present, 
'^a lAfubooitttoibftQ to Um nvJhp Btoa'A^imu' ^ i i m ^ 

On the same Palm Sunday when De Walton 
mid Douglas measured together their mighty 
Swords, the minstrel Bertram was busied with 
the ancient Book of Prophecies, which we have 
already mentioned as the supposed composition 
of Thomas the Rhymer,' but not without many 
anxieties as to the fate of his lady, and the events 
which were passing around him. As a minstrel, 
he was desirous of an auditor to enter into the 
discoveries which he should make in that mystic 
volume, as well as to assist in passing away the 
time ; Sir John de Walton had furnished him, 
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in iGUj^ert praeoleaf t\e, 9fick^^r^^ oiu^.wl^o 
WII3 well cont^nt^A to ,pl^y ike .li;sten^ ^< from 
mf^n. to dowy, eve/' provided a {busH of Gascoa 
wine, or a stoup. of good SugUsIi ale, remained 
on the boards It may be remembered tbat De 
Walton, when he diaaoBrnd ^ minstrel from 
the dungeon, was sensible that he owed him 
some compensation for the eanseless suq^idoii 
which had dictated his imprisonment^ more par- 
ticularly as he was a valued servant^ and had 
shown himself the faithful confidant, o£ ^| I^y 
Ai^usta de Berkely, and the person who was 
moreover likely to know all the motives and cir- 
ciunstances of her Scottish jonmey- Te secuiet 
bia good wishes was, therefor^ politic; and De* 
Walton, had intimated to his faithful archer that 
ho was to lay aside all suspicicm of Berta'ania. bufc 
at the awaxe- tUuie keep him in »ght^ aod^ ii$poa^ 
si1il% in- good, humour with, the govemcar of tibi^* 
casde, and his adherents. Greenleaf aoeord^ 
ingly had no doubt in his own mind^ that the 
oidy way to pleaae a minsjiarel waa to^ listen witb) 
patbnee and: oomm^aidati^n . to< the lay« which b^ 
liked best to sing, or the tales whi^. he mmsft 



lored' to tell ; and in i/rdet to eliflrtire 'tlie ^ecii- 
tion of Ms mastet^af comnkiindfl^ he j'adged it 
neeeissary to dettmnd' of tfie butlieap sath store of 
good liquor, as eotiU not Sai toi enli^mce tke 
pleasuro of Us society* 

Haying thus fortified himself ^th the meaas 
of bearing a long inteivieivp vnth the minstrel^ 
Gilbert Greenieaf proposed to cMifer upon him> 
the bounty of an early breakfast^ which» if it 
pleased him^ they might wash down with a cup 
of BAcki'^ni, having his master'^ commands^ to 
show the minstrel any thing, about the castle* 
which he might wish to see, refresh their oyer 
wearied spirits by attending a part of the garri< 
son of Douglas- to the service of the day, which, 
as we have already seen, was of peculiar sanctity. 
Against such a proposal, the minstrel, a good 
Christian by profession, and, by his connexion 
with the joyous science, a good fellow, having 
no objections to offer, the two comrades, who 
had formerly little good-will towards each other^ 
commenced their morning's repost tm ^t fated 
Palm Sun^y, with all mannar of cordiality and 
good fellowship. 
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" \Jo not believe, Wortliy minstrel, said the 
atcnef, ^ that my master in any respect dispa- 
rages your worth or rank in' referring you for 
company or conversation to so poor a .man as 
myself. ' It is true, 1 am no officer of this garn-. 

. .. •• « 'i ' 'i 1 •' ••* .1' ■ '4* "j-' jy-'i^ *'^'l 

96n ; yet for an old archer, who, for these thirty 
years, has lived by bow and bowstring, I do not 
(Okr Lady make me thankful I) bold less share ip 
tlfie grace of Sir John de Walton^ tine Earl of 
Pembroke, and other approved gooii soMiers, 
tban many of those giddy young men on wbom 
Commissions are conferred, and to whom conn- 
dences are intrusted, not on account of what 
they have done, but what their ancestors have 
done before them. I pray you to notice among 
tibem one youth placed at our head in De Wal- 
ton's absence, and who bears the honoured name 
of Aym^f de Valence, b^g the same with that 
of the Earl of Pembroke, of whom I have spo- 
ken ; this knight has also a Dnsk young page, 
whom men calt tiabiaii te^irbbtheT. 

*^ Is it to these gentlemen that your censure 
applies r answered the minstrel 5 **^ 1 sTiouid 
have judged differently, having never, m the 
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course of jay emerifince, seen, a younff , man 
more courteous and amiable than die vounfi: 
Jcnfffht you named." , 

" 1 nbt&ina: dispute that it may be so," said the 
archer, h^tenin^.to amend, the false Sjtep which 
he had made; /^ but in order. that it i^hould be 
86, it will be necess^y that he conform to the 
Usages of his pncl^> ta)dng the advice of £xpe-* 
nei^ced ol<^ soldier^^n the' epiergencies which 
xiaay. pxesept thepiselves ; and not believing^ that 
the knowledge, which it takes many years oi 
.ol>seryation to acquire^ can be at once conferred 
by the slap of the iSiat of a sword, and the magic 
worc^, * Rise up, Sir Arthur*- — or however the 
case may be." 

",pou|t>t not, Sir Archer," replied Bertram^ 
*^ that I am fully aware of the advantage to be 
derive^d from conversing with men of experience 
like you : it benefiteth men of every persuasion, 
and I myself am ofy reduced to lament my want 
of sufficient Jgiowledge of jarpiorial bearing^ 
signs^ and co^iz^Ces, and would right fiiin have 
t)iy assistance, where I am a stranj^er alike to 
th^ names of placeS| of p€irsonSy.ajid descriptioa 
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;w»B dffitiiiguishi^d iKmi^Qfich.Qlher, a« .absolutely 
neoessary . to ihe accqmplishweol; lof ^y pmp^eirt 

^ Pepsmift andkameis,'' an^^fd^ arAer) 
f^ Iluane s«emig^ many) and c^MBOff^ as k 
a Boldier'a nmgit^ ttbe na|aa4)f ^ Itadar tQi. jdie 
•emblem under. wUcl)\ he mmrteia Jhia.ffllinFerB; 
neverthdeflB, worthy ninBtrelprlcaiuiiatrpreQfvaEie 
to nndieratuid iriiat yoa call prf^heei^ utii^ or 
aindtf waxxuiied a&tborily ^^Idpanit^d bqcAs^ 
'eipositiois of dreams, orades^ revelatiQiit^ ixxro- 
xstians of danuaed flpuats^ jodicials, astrok^icalfis 
And otber grosB and palpable aSencefl, whereby 
men, pretending to have the aasistencEe of 4lie 
4evil9 do impose ijipon the comnuui feofiei in 
^pite of the -warnings of the Privy Cooneil ; not, 
howerer, that I snspect yon, n^orAyminstrel, of 
busying yourself with these attempts tOvezplain 
futurity, which ave dangterou^atteBiptB, and may 
be truly said to be penal, and part of treason/* 

/f Xhcre kk aiwn«rhing in wbaSk y«a >fltty,^' re- 
plied the minstrel ; <*^f it applteth not to books 
And nmB^scripis.8PQh.ai^Xi»£^4»e^B'€m0idlft^ 



part of ^U<^ <iMiigb ^eir^ wAHtenhA^g al- 
teady camet<y pasi», liatlibrke tis stirdy t(> ei!|>ect 
:^ ic6ittpteti6ki^'^^ tbe '^^SV; "n^r M^iiM I have 
much difficulty in showing you from this vdtttme, 
that enough lOiB been ali^ady pirored tiue, to 
ent!%ie us to look witii V^^rtalhty to th^ accom- 
plishment of that whfeh remains." 
• '•* I sh<mK[ "be gkd to hear that," answered 
^he arA^r, Who entertained Htfle more than a 
iiolfiet'is belief respecting prophecies and augu- 
"rieSj'trtit yet cared not bluntly to contradict the 
ii!dnis1lr(^ upoh suchsubjt^cts, as he had been in- 
"stnieted by Sir John de Walton to comply -with 
ias humom*. Accordingly the minstrel began 
to recite verses, which, in our time, the ablest 
interptfeter could not make sense but of. 

For the fox and the fulmart they are falae both. 

When the raven and the rook have rounded toother, 
.. > Aad4ii^kid]n^«iiffsiMdiBcc«rd to thritfme> 

Then shall they be bold, and soon to battle thereafter. 
'Then the bird? of the raven rugs aond reives, 
.Attdrtke^eatiditt of Cotlliilft cM'lAkpid^ oii ihnw' horse ; 

Th«i shaU tliQ j^opr j^^ople be. spoile^^fifU qeas, , . , . 

And the Abbeys be burnt truly that stand upon Tweed ; 
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TImn •ball BO poor mam w1m» mj wboM nan 1m k : 

.rii^»«ii]iiHbiftibiiid«ft]i#Bd,4b#il»^flb«!w^^ '^" 

^en trtetn toiviy ihaU M tint, ind Booe dun Uimtiito pdwr ; 

fir to har^ liu goodi Im would haTe bian HMMwd.** r . 

..: |,...;m . ; V . . ■ i • 'i' •'«'! 'i^> i'-»i^i-'^ >'*^* 

1%^ arcSiet l^eiled^^ fctiese ' byitic progpot- 
ticafioiM, which were hoi the leis wearisome i^^ 
Vkey 'Wetei ' ih it bonsilierable degree^^ uniii^m* 
giftl'et dtih'e same time suhduing his l^otsj/ur* 
like d^olttion to tire of the recitatioo. yet ^i 

]»H«f infemls comfokng Um^et^ w^4 •"•Ppl^- 
eatxon to the wme-fiagon, imd enduring 9s f^e 
migirt What' he nelOier understoo4 nor Ipok inte; 
rest iti. IMeajiwhile^the minstrel proceeded wi^ 
his exptanktlcm of the dubious and ilnp^rfect 
Tdtidnatibus bf l^ch we have g^^ a sufficient 
specimen. 

« Could y6u>i8hi,^9a)t4.fe^ 



more exact desaiip4aoii^'i»f"Ae'riiili#iMi 
have passea;b^er;^c^tl^ij4^ 
Have not thfwa thftfifiiBfl nd^Midbi^ di^jMk^and 
the fulmar!^ tt^}s&tMi ^\^tx%iek^ 
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• >i H /ii-n f^'niJ/ -^J" wiiw ii«.t«i ">"q '"Ti I'i I- )i "i 1 

of thenbJi^Al beMte,;k«naiitiii4Utdiitd^'rttem- 
blance to tho6(?'6f tfi^1iJiM& Md^dJspW^ 
on their btoneq^,Qz;^t|»^ffi9a»<(/M(a,b^^ by 
actual blaasDorjf^s^^Hshiie^ etTnk^ 6][^enly 
into the'^^li! io ravagie'a]^^^ dest^y ? J[|i not the 
total disunion of the land plainly indicated by 

eaph Qther, and |diat tl^e Jktl^QV wi. sp^^ ips^tsd 

seek each othei^s life, in ordqr to enjoy lua injie^ 
ntance? The &a/men.of<^Qthi^,fixe disif^iictly 
mentioned ^ taking arms^.and thereti/9.pl3JnlY 
allu 




ODSCureiY intimated ^upder, th^^ typ^ p^, a ^bouQ^t 



' The hound that was htf^ied tjien viiuzled shall be^ % ^ 

In a narv^ morniog at Sldoun hills.' 
VOL. IV. M 
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<< This hath a meaning, Sir Archer/' comtl* 
nned the minstrel, ^< and which flies as direcdjr 
to its mark as one of y onr own arrows^ aldioogli' 
lliere may be some want of wisdom in miJdng 
the direct explication. Being, however, npon. 
assurance with yon, I do not hesitate to tell yon, 
that in my opinion thk. lion's whelp that waits 
its time, means this same celebrated Scottish 
prince, Robert the Bmce, who, though repeat** 
edly defeated, has still, while hunted with blood** 
bounds, and surrounded by enemies of every 
sort, maintained his pretensions to the crown 
of Scotland, in despite of King Edward, now 
reigning/' 

** Minstrel," answered the soldier, ^ yoii are 
my guest, and we have sat down together as 
friends to this simple meal in good comrade^ 
ship; I must tell thee, however, though I am 
loath to disturb onr harmony, that thou art 'the 
first who hast adventured to speak a word before 
Gilbert Greenleaf in favour of that outlawed 
traitor, Robert Bruce, who has by his seditions 
so long disturbed the peace of this realm. Take 
my advice, and be silent on this topic; for, 
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beHeye me^ the sword of a true English arch«v 
wiU spring from its scabbard without consent of 
its maater, should it hear aught said to the dich 
paragement of bonny St George and his ruddy 
cross; nor shall the authority* of Thomas the 
Khymer, or any other prophet in Scotland, £ng>4 
land, dr Wales, be considered as an apology for 
aucth unbecoming predictions*'* 

" I were loath to give offence at any time/* 
said the minstrel, ^^ much more to provoke you 
to anger, when I am in the very act of experien-^ 
cing your hospitality. I trust, however, you will 
remember that I do not come your iminvited 
guest, and that if I speak to you of future events^ 
I do so without having the least intention to add 
my endeavour to brin^ them to pass ; for, God 
knows, it is many years since my sincere prayer 
has been for peace and happiness to all men, and 
particularly honour and happiness to the land of 
•Bowmen, in which I was bom, and which I am 
fcound to remember in my prayers beyond aH 
other nations in the world." 

^^ It is well that you do so," said the archer ; 
^ for BO you shall best maintain your boundea 
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^iity to tbe &h hind of your birtli, wliicli is the 
llchest H&t the sun shines upon. ' Something,^ 
however,' I 'would know, if it suits with your 
plesffiure to tell me, and that is, whether yoti find 
any thing in these rude rhymes appearing to 
anect the safety of the Castle of Illouglas, where 
we now are ? — for, mark me, Sir Minstrel, I ^ave 
ohserved that these mouldering parchments^ 
when or by whomsoever composed, have so far a 
certain coincidence with the truth, that when 
such predictions which they contain iare spread 
abroad in the country, and create rumours of 
plots, conspiracies, and bloody wars, they* are 
very apt to cause the very mischances which 
they would be thought only to predict." 

** It were not very cautious in me,", ssad the 
minstrel, " to choose a prophecy for my them^ 
which had reference to any attack on this rar- 
rison ; for in such case I should, according to 
your ideas, ky myself un^r suspicion cifendei^ 
vourmg to forward what no persdn could more 
heartily regret than myself. 

" Take my word for it, good mend," said the 
archer, <^ that it shall not be thus wim thee ; fpr 
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I neither will ;iny$elf coacejye ill of,^e^5 jiQx 
report thee^to Sir John de Walton ^ XQ^fiyatuig; 
harm towards him or his ^rrisqn,— n^r, to speiJ^ 
truth, would Sir John de Walton be wilUne: to 
believe any one whp did. He thinks highlyi 
and undoubtedly deservedly, of thy good £u4li 
towards thy lady, ajid would conceive it unjust 
to suspect the fidelij;y of one who has given evi* 
dence of his willingness to meet death rather 
tiian betray the least secret of his mistress." 
. ** In preserving her secret,*' said Bertram, 
^^ I only discharged the duty of a f;pdthful ser- 
vant, leaving it to her to judge how long such a 
secret ought to be preserved ; for a faithful ser- 
vant ought to think as little of the issue towards 
bimself of the commission which he bears, as the 
band of flox silk concerns itself with the secret 
of the letter which it secures. And, touching 
your question — I have no objections, although 
merely to satisfy your curio^sity, to unfold to you 
that these old prophecies do <?ontain some inti- 
mations of wars befs^ng in Douglas Dale^ be- 
tw^ea an^jh^ggard, or wild hawk, which I take 
to be the cognizance of Sir John de Walton, and 
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the three atars, or martlets, which s the oogni- 
sanoe of the Douglas ; and more particulars I 
could tell of these onslaughts, did I know here- 
abouts is a plaoe in these woods termed Bloo<fy 
iSykes, the scene also, as I comprehend, of 
slaughter and death, between the followers of 
the three stars and those who hold the part of 
the Sason, or King of England.'* 

<< Such a place,'' replied Gilbert Greenleaf, 
<^ I have heard often mentioned by that name 
among the natives of these parts ; nevertheless 
it is in vain to seek to discover the precise spo^ 
as these wily Scots conceal from us with care 
every thing respecting the geography of their 
country, as it is called by learned men ; but we 
may here mention the Bloody Sykes, Bottom- 
less Myre, and other places, as portentous names^ 
to which their traditions attach some signiiGcatioii 
of wand slaughter. Ifitsuits y«nirwi8b,how- 
ever, we can on our way to the church, try to 
find this place called Bloody Sykes, which 1 
doubt not we shall trace out long before tiie 
traitors who meditate an attack upon us will^find 
a power su£Eicient for the attempt'* 
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Accordingly the minstrel and archer, the latter 
of whom was by this time reasonably well re- 
freshed with wine, marched out of the Castle of 

* 

Douglas, without waiting for others of the gar- 
rison, resolving to seek the dingle bearing the 
ominous name of Bloody Sykes, concerning 
which the archer only knew that by mere acci- 
dent he had heard of a place bearing such a 
name, at the hunting-match made under the 
auspices of Sir John de Walton, and knew that 
it lay in the woods somewhere near the town^of 
Douglas, and in the vicinage of the castle. 
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With tellijig me of the moldwarp and the ant. 
Of the l&eamer Merlin, and his prophecies ; 
AftdofadnigvitMaiikiuUeMifth^ ^i . 
A clipt-wing*d griffin and a.n)ouiten nreni 
' A couching lion, and a ramping cat, 
Attd 9a£tL m deal •! skJMbto niWmhie«rtat " " ' 
Ai puts me from my fiiitlu 

Kmg Bemy IV* 

The conversation between the minstrel and 
the ancient archer naturally pursued a train 
somewhat resemblihg^^that of Hotspur and Glen« 
dowet, in which Giibfett'<3reenleaf by degi'ees 
tookti laa^g^ shate iSiail w^ apparently consist- 
ent' with hi^liabitg aiid'educatiioin : but the truth 
wtts;that as'h« etiHfe'd' iiifisetf to i^ecaHthe re-, 
c^gi^iz^b^flr of inilifary- dhi^Miii^, )ibel!r War-cries^ 
embleiflfl/,' atta-iirth^t^tjr^daf by'Whifcrthev dlstin- 
giA^^'ihentieltf'A^ fn Wtii&}iM i^glSiimAbnit' 
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edly be indicated in prophetic rhymes, he began 
to experience the pleasure which most men en- 
tertain when they find themselves unexpectedly 
possessed of a faculty which the moment calls 
upon them to eidfSo^ aioH'i'^nllile^ them import- 
ant in the possession of. The minstrel's sound 
good '^mni^e 'W«»''eertainlyMK»in^wbat'^ at 

the inconsistencies sbmetin^es idi^play^ by his 
con^panion, as h.^-carHedeff by A. willing- 
ness to make i^h6t^ of his newly £scovered faculty 
on the one hsaidt .and^ on the other, t» call to 
mind the prejudices which he had nourished 
during his whole life against minstrels, who, 
with the whole train of legen«}a andfebles, w«re 
the more likely to be false, as being .generally 
derived from the/^ Ijloytb Cpunit^e," 

As they stroUbed frppi opi^.gilale of tl(e forest 
to another, the mit^s^el bfgfui to hfi ^suq^i^ed. at 
the number, of ^^(jfji^l^yol^jie^.Tfhqnj.jijbey; m^ 
and w|io seeme^ tjtf.^jtx^hajitftijjflg tp, the,pJiurcJH 
and> as, it, ?j)jp<far^4,^y jt^. b9HgJi^,wWpbv*«y.. 
c^ri^; to^jpf^ii^t^^ 9^irefliqnjf,^tb0 d^- /X<? 

eaph of thep^J|(\e|^TeJ}^fjft^t,A4iMi3 , 

ing the existence of a place called Bloody Sykes, 

m2 
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find where it was to be found — but all seemed 
•either to be ignorant on the finbject, or desurons 
of evading it, for which they found some pretext 
in the jolly arche/s manner of intevri^ation^ 
which savonred a good deal of the genial breali* 
fast The general answer was, that they knew 
no sach place, or had other matters to attend to 
upon the morn of a holy*tide than answerii^ 
frivolous questions. At last, when, in one or two 
instances, the answer of the Seotlash almost aqfH 
proached to sollenness, the mmstrel remarked ity 
observing ihat there was ever some misdiief ob 
foot when the people of this country could not 
find a civil answer to their betters, which is usu-* 
ally so ready among them, and that they appear* 
ed to be making a strong muster for the seryiee 
of Palm Sunday. 

" You will doubtless, Sir Archer," continued 
the minstrel, ^' make your report to your knight 
accordingly ; for I promise you, that if you do 
not, I myself, whose ladjr's freedom is also conn 
corned, will feel it my duty to place before Sir 
John de Walton the drcnmstances which make 
me entertain suspicion of tUs extraorcBnary coih 
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jB.iience of Scottish meoy and the surliness which 
has replaced their wonted courtesy of manners." 

** Tush, Sir Minstrel," replied the archer, 
displeased at Bertram's interference, ^' believe 
me, that armies have ere now depended on my* 
report to the general, which has always beea 
perspicuous and clear, according to the duties of 
war. Your walk, my worthy friend, has been in 
a separate department, such as affidrs of peace, 
old scmgs, prophecies, and the like, in which it 
is far from my thoughts to contend with you ; 
but credit me, it will be most for the reputation 
of both, that we do not attempt to interfere with 
what concerns each other." 

^^ It is £bu: from my wish to do so," replied the 
minstrel ; ^^ but I would wish that a speedy return 
should be made to the castle, in order to ask Sir 
John de Walton's opinion of that which we hare 
but just seen." 

" To this," replied Greenlea^ " there can 'be 
no objection ; but, would you seek the governor 
SKt the hour which now is, you wiU find him 
most readily by going to the church pf Douglai^ 
to whidi he regularly wends on occasions such 
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89 tha poefleot; w&thidie pnncjpal part of Usoffi^ 
oeca^ to ^umMfihy-hi»i^[mif¥t09 iUu^ aaitomuli 
arise i(of ^hMklhisriaiifi.iiD UmI^ dread) betoOBi^ 
tlie English :iind the* fkojbtish^ - Let* w. therefijm 
bold' to^ oiur.oi%tiial intention 4tS Mftteoding'tibe 
aemoe of the'day^ aiid ve^sIlaU rid tfuiaelyts^ 
these entangled woeds^ andgaia tb* abortest raai 
to the cbiiick of I>oaglaa." - 

<< Let ^B go, thea witii. all dit|Mileli/' said Ibii 
miDstrel; '^and with the ^eater hasten that it 
appeara to loe that semetfakig baa passed oatllus 
yery spot tibis moriung} wbkk asgi^es thaA liA 
Christiajii peace due to th^ d^r b6s not beea ii»» 
violably observed. • What mma these . di^^ o£ 
blood <?^' alluding to those which had flowed ftbm 
the wounds ^ XnmbiiU — ^< Wbeiefine ia^ tfai^ 
earth imiNresaed witibi those de«p dintsy the. foot- 
steps of armed .men ndiwicipg^and .retteatiog^ 
doiibtle9s» fif cording; to \ J^ . chenees< • of- a tfieiee^ 
and^heady conflict?.". . .\. i ., ' -r- . 

f ^ JBy X)w l^^y^"* rttnrMd G«e»nkal^ ^^I SMS* 
owax that.tb#^i^eesj;;c^(ff», i WhfttrwfairetiKnyeyM 

m;(d^.oj[w^i<tioy|>ftmufel^ ^#ip<be'4fafe£Mb 
discoForer. of these .sign$ o£.aonflict? .Here ave 



£eathea?fi df ai l}liie]plu»ife9"WliitiivI^ODglEttto Jre* 
Member^' seeing myt baif gjit-ais^itied! i<^> inr at least 
pemiitted kne to plfiue i)t >i&; hit hcrliiMfy l^bmoni* 
mgv ni'^gtt <f(' ietutming iiopei from tile liveli- 
ness ;Df its Miottr. But'bei^e it-iiies, shoni' from 
hiskeady'tand) if I-iiiajr'gtteg^^ b|r no ffieiK&y 
kmd*-' Goniey friirod^ to i^clitirch'^^to ^e 
cburcli — and thou shaliiMoremy exampte* of the 
mlmii^r' in #hMi< De Walton ought -to be snp- 
poited when in danger^' 
- Heled'tberMiy through the town>of DonglaS) 
(wMlering at'thesoothern gate, and up 1^ very 
sIBr^et' in *whi(&^ &k Aymer de Valence had 
<flia3s«d the Phaatom Knight. 

We eaw iMvir say more fully, 4hat the chureh 
of Douglas had originally been a i^tely GrotMo 
building, whose totrers, arifiSng high above the 
M^ls of > the towui ' bore * wif^e^^s to the grand;^ 
ear of its original cmii^tniGtito. it^ was ikow 
partly ruinous, and the small ^t^don^ ii^M^j^to 
spaM > whfieh ti^ ^reftdued « foi^ ' j^fie^' \v«i^ship 
wfef fitted upriti*>tK^ faiK^fy'aitil^/^^iHi^ref'l^ ide- 
ceai^ao»ds Kesteii Ito^^wiM^y'kboiM dndthe 
strafe*^ 'waif.' ^'iV^i^'lite^^pen Igproand in 'flie 
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fropt of ibe building, dieir eye could pufsne m 
consideTable part of the ooufse of the rirer Dqi»- 
glasy which approaehed the town firom the 0oulb« 
west, bordered by a line of hills faatastically di« 
versified in their appearance, and in mpny places 
covered with copsewood, which descended t^ 
wards the valley, and formed a part of the tso^ 
gled and intricate woodland by which the toym 
was surrounded. The river itself sweepingioQiMl 
the west side of the town, and firon thence norlib- 
ward, sup{died that large inundation or artifidal 
piece of water which we have already mention, 
ed. Several' of the Scottish people, beariiy 
willow branches, or those of yew, to represent 
the i^hns which were the symbol of the day, 
seemed wandering in the churchyard as if t» 
attend the approach of some person of peculiar 
sanctity, or procession of monks and friars, come 
to render the hopage due to the solemnity. At 
the moment almost that Bertram and his campa** 
nion entered the churchyard, the Lady of Berke* 
iy, who was in the act of following Sir John 
de Walton into the church, after having wi^ 
nessed his conflict with the young Knigld; of 
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Douglas, caught a glimpse of her faithful win^ 

• 

«ftrel, and instantly detennined to regain the 
company of that old servant of her house and 
t^nfidant of her fortunes, and trust to the chance 
afterwards of being rejoined by Sir John de 
Walton, with a sufficient party to provide for 
her safety, which she in no respect doubted it 
^ould be his care to collect. She darted away 
accordingly from the path in which she was ad- 
^raneipg, and reached the place where Bertia]ii» 
with his new acquaintance Greenleaf, were ma- 
king some enquiries of the soldiers of the Eng-* 
lish garrison, whom the service of the day had 
brought there. 

Lady Augusta Berkely, in the mean time, had 
an opportunity to say privately to h» fEdthful 
attendant and guide, *' Take no notice of me, 
friend Bertram, but take heed, if possible, that 
we be not again separated from each other." 
-Having given him this hint, she observed that 
it was adopted by the minstrel, and that he 
presently afterwards looked round and set his 
e>-e upon her, as, muffled in her pilgrim's doak, 
she slowly withdrew to another part of the 
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<*emetery, and seemed to Lalt until, detac&ing 
" himself from drreenleaf, Ibe should 6nd an oppor-* 
tunity of joinmg her. 

< ' • .* -' ^ : 'J 

Nothing, in truth, could have more sensibly 
affected the faithfal minstrel than the singular 
mode of communication which acquainted him 
that his mistress was safe^ and at liberty to dioose 
W ow. »,U„™, U ., h, migt. lop^ aispo- 
sed to extricate herself from the dangers which 
surrounded her in Scotland by ah immediiate re- 
treat to her own country and domain. He would 
gladly have approached and joined her, but s!he 
took an opportunity by a sign to caution him ' 
against doing so, while at the same time ne" re- 
mained somewhat apprehensive of the conse- 
quences of t)ringing her under the notice of' his 
n6w friend, Greenleaf, Vho might perhaps flunk 
it proper to busy himself so as to gain some 
favour with the knight wlio was at' the head of 
the garrison. Meantime ihe old archer con- ' 
tinned his conversation with Bertram, ^wliire thii' 
minstrel, like many other men similarly situated, 
heartily wisned thaf his well-meanmg compa-. 
mon had been a nunared fathoms under ground^ 
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SO Us evanisliment bad given him license to join 
his mistress ; but all be bad in his ppwer was to 

^^ h» . ^'^ ^^^^^ 

ting any suspicion. 

" I would pray you, worthy minstrel," said 
Greenleaf, after looking carefully round, *^ that 
we may prosecute together the theme which we 
were agitating before we came hither; is it not 
your opinion, that the Scottish natives have fixed 
this very morning for some of those dangerous 
attempts which they have repeatedly made, and 
which are so carefully guarded against by the 
governors placed in this district of Douglas by 
our good King Edward, our rightful sove** 

• it- » 

rei^n ?" 

" I cannot see," replied the minstrel, " on 
what grounds you found such an ap]^rehension| 
or what you see here in the churchyard different 
from that you talked of as we, approached it« 
when you, held ^le lather.in scorn, for onyins 
way tOr some suspiqlons of the same kind." . 

" Do you not see," added the archer,, ** the 
numbers of men, with strange faces* ana in va- 
rious disguisements, , who are Uironging about 
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these ancient ruins, whicli are usually so soU* 
tary ? Yonder, for example, sits a boy, who seems 
to shun observation, and whose dress, I will be 
sworn, has never been shaped in Scotiand." 

<< And if he IS an English pilgrim,'' replied 
the minstrel, observing that the archer pointed 
towards the Lady of Berkely, " he surely affords 
less matter of suspicion/' 

" I know not that," said old Gxeenleaf, " buj; 
1 think it will be my duty to inform Sir John 
de Walton, if I can reach him, that there are 
many persons here, who in outward appearance 
neither belong to the garrison, nor to this pact 
of the country-" 

** Consider," said Bertram, " before you ha- 
rass vrith accusation a poor young man, and sub- 
ject him to the coqsequenoes which most neces*- 
sarily attend upon suspicions of this nature, how 
many circumstances call forth men peculiarly to 
devotiioi;! at this period. Not only is this the time 
of the triumphal entrance of the founder of the 
.Christian religion into Jerusalem, but the day 
itself is called Dominica Confitentium, or ti^ 
JSunday of Confessors, and the palm-tree, or the 
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box and yew, whioh are used as its substitutesi 
and whicli are distributed to the priests, are burnt 
solemnly to ashes, and tKose ashes distributed 
among the pious, by the priests, upon the Ash^ 
Wednesday of the succeeding year, all which 
rites and ceremonies in our country are observed, 
by order of the Christian church ; nor ought you^ 
gentle archer, nor can you without a crime, per«- 
secute those as guilty of designs upon your gar* 
rison, who can ascribe their presence here to their 
desire to discharge the duties of the day ; and 
look ye at yon numerous procession approaching 
with banner and cross, and, as it appears, consist^ 
ing of some churchman of rank, and his attend* 
tots ; let us first enquire who he is, and it is pro- 
bable we shall find in his name and rank sufficient 
security for the peaceable and orderly behaviour 
of those whom piety has this day assembled al 
the church of Douglas." 

Greenleaf accordingly made the investigation 
recommended by his companion, and received 
information that the holy man, who headed the 
procession, was no other than the diocesan of 
the district, the Archbishop of Glasgow, who 
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The prelate acc^du^lj/;. e^t;^;fi4 iJlfP W%<rf. 
the dilapid^te4 c^rchjrard^p,ijep§d^4|by.hi^,f}ffl^7. 
bearers, and attended, ][))f niup^j^efp^FitJltblimgh^^^jft 
yew and other ever^0^s/wJS|e4,jOfl,iJj,9,,^e«l^vi|y. 
instead of palms. Among l;h^m tl^.Jfjrty .father, 
showered his blessing, apcQ^i]i^i^^4)%:4igPf o£> 
the cross^ which were njtet.iifr^t^ ^^^Yf;^^, ^^IK^Ij^n^ 
mations by such of the woml^pp^f^ q^ ip|r^vi^dad,r 
around him; — " To thfi^ j;eY^mA\fy.^f9 .W» 
apply for pardon for our offienc^^ whfBh.we4>mioi+ . 
bly desire to copfess.to the^, in <f^v, tb^T^ 
may obtain pardon from heav€»«7 ..-•<:. 

In this manner the coj^egSi!^Q^ wd :thfl 
dignified clergyman met togejtb^* .e^^jiwgUlg: 
pious greetii^g^ and i^pejwwglyintwt jupcw^iOr 
thing but the ntQ» pf^ tba 4ayt . ,Xb^ ao(rt«»ar 
tions of the congr^gatipfl wipgjpd jwitb tlie 4^tp 
voice of thQ officif^t^g ,prji3»^^ 4}?i?Wsiflffjth« . 
sacred ritual ; the; wh9le.foxn(^Pg^ iiic^^Mrhicl^ 
conducted, with j^e. (j)a4J>oUc/pI^ fflfVfL fi^f!^m¥, 
nial, was at once impoijing ^.d^i?cfiflg.,i..^;.; 

The archer, on seeing the zeal .with wliiob 



tiif^ ^edple 5n ft^r tilltirbh';^ati', i(ri'S^ett' aS' a num- 
ber who kltr^ fNlfn iSk^'cKtircli) liastenect proudly 
t& salute tbe ^UlUbp' of tli^' fllbcese,' waisf ratJier 
asfUbtned ofyi^' i^tlspilcfionsr' wliicl ke'lbicr enter- 
tAitt^<*f'tftfe iificeti'ty'biftie man's pur- 

p^Me^K ioiiAig"hiflf6r;'''Taking advantage of a 
St'^ fleTttfiotti' libt'pei'liafs very common with 
€4a OiNsenlteal; ^6'kt tht^ moment thrust Lim- 
seti'tmhtt^ib tH^e^ Hi those spiritual advan- 
tdgiB-mA t!i<- iprttlate y^ dispensing, Ber- 
tnilii dlip^ed tSeiat' iX hh ICnglish fnend, and, 
gBffiti^ to H!ie isid6 ' of the Lady Augusta, ex- 
chstti^ed,' by^'ffitepressttre of the hand, a mutual 
congratulation upon havillg rejoined company. 
On' b rigft by the miristtel, they withdrew to the 
imid^^ihis chitrch, so as to remain unobserved 
anddstthe^ci^owd, in whidh they were favoured by 
tlm dftfk l»hsidows oF^ome parts of the building. 
'fThe bddy of the' tihiiftU, broken as it was, 
aiid' hi^ l^dfili^ yiM'ikettriAorM trophies of 
^b^MtOMm «f 19W^^,'^Yfarm^hed raWer tW ^ 
^^piima^eMiPiL g^biile^^ d^esi^dkt^d 1^ than 
the inside^k fi^ ^^^f y^'i'^ilmd'care appe^- '' ' 
ed^«6'Mv^b^ek'tdk^tl'ta^^W^4eW^^^^ 
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vice of tbe day. At the lower end hmig^ tbe 
great escutcheon of the Earl of Doagib% who 
had lately died a prisoner in England ; around 
that escutcheon were pkced the smaller shields 
of his sixteen ancestors, and a deep bhck sha- 
dow was diffused by the whole mass^ unless 
where relieved by the glance of the coronets, or 
the glimm^ of bearings particularly gay in em- 
blazonry* I need not say, that in other respects 
the interior of the church was much dismantled, 
it being the very same place in which 1%. Aymer 
de Valence held an interview with the old sex* 
ton; and who now, drawing into a sqmmteconMsr 
some of the straggling parties whom he had c^ 
lected, and brought to the church, kept on the 
alert, and appeared ready for an attads: as well 
at mid-d^y as at the witching hour of midnight. 
This was the more necessary, as the eye of Sir 
J<^ de Walton seemed busied in searching 
&om one place to another, as if unable to find 
the object he Was in quest of, irhieh the reader 
will easily understand to be the Lady Augusta de; 
Berkely, of whom he had lost sight in the pres-^ 
syore of the multitude* At the eastern part of the> 
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church was fitted up a temporary altar, by the 
side of which, arrayed in his robes, the Arch- 
bishop of Glasgow had taken his place, with 
such priests and attendants as composed his 
episcopal retinue. His suite was neither nume- 
rous nor richly attired, nor did his own appear- 
ance present a splendid specimen of the wealth 
and dignity of the episcopal order. When he 
laid down, however, his golden cross, at the 
stern command of the King of England, that of 
simple wood, which he assumed instead thereof, 
did not possess less authority, nor command lesar 
awe among the clergy and people of the diocese. 
The various persons, natives of Scotland, now 
gathered around, seemed to watch his motions, 
as Aose of a desclnded saint, and the English 
waited in mute astonishment, apprehensive that 
at some unexpected signal an attack would be 
made upon them, either by the powers of eardi 
or heaven, or perhaps by both in combination. 
The truth is, that so great was the devotion of 
the Scottish clergy of the higher ranks to the 
kiterests of the party of Bruce, that the English 
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liad become jealous of permitting; (Keni to bter- 
fere even wi(& diofie ceremonies of iBie dIEmndi 
wUcli were placed imder dieir proper manage- 
ment, and tkence the presence of Ae Ariii- 
bishop of Glasgoir, offida&ig at a ISgh teiXtfni 
in the cliarch of Dongias^ was a dnreBmilMee 
of rare occurreiicey and not nnaiteucfea urai 
with wonder and suspicion. * A conn£lf of Ae 
church, however, had lately called tfre A^tth- 
guished prelates of Scodand to the dischaige 
of their dnty on the feslivify df I^din' Scd!fdSfy, 
and neither English nor Scottish saw Ae cere- 
mony with indifference* An unwonted Mfibkee 
which prevailed in the dturch, filled; tts % nj^ 
peated, with penBons of different views, 'liopes, 
wisbes, and expectations, resembled one dP Aose 
solemn pauses which often talce place befbre a 
strife of the elein^its, and are well understood 
to be the forerunners of some dreadful concus- 
sion of nature. All animals, according fo their 
various nature, express iiheir sense of the 00^ 
' proacbing /tempest; the cattle, tlie deex^'*^d 
otlier ' inhabitants ' of the wal&s of &e foi^st, 



'fi^ 
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inlUmw to ibe juuiKNrt jreeesies <^ their pat- 
t^Rv; tiie^e^qrvifdinjbotMtfold; and the 
dull Btofp^. oi lUQuivciKl sitar^ iviietJier aaimte 
^ immjea it ftj pireMps itpfpeedily awaking into 
j^iPI^ etmniUkin a^d dist9]r]banf«i when the 
'lurid B g h^ 'i i ff' shall hiia ait coauBaiid of tha 
'diaDaam of- the thundar* 

If wni Ijbw that, p 4e^ 8nq)en«e» Aose.who 
ha4^C!0]na tf the church in anna at the anmmona 
of t|ue X>ongla% awaited and expected every 
maim^t.^ aif«al to attaeki while the soldiera of 
the English j;arriBO% aware of the evil diqposi- 
tion 9f the natives towards them» were reckoni^ 
every moment when the well-known shout of 
'^ Bows and biUs T should give signal for a gene- 
ral conflict, and both parties, gazing fiercely «y on 
each other, seemed to expect the ftital onset; 

Kotwithstandiiig the tempest^ which appeared 
every moment ready ^ bursty the Archbishi^ of 
Gla^w proceeded with tho utmost solepnity to 
perfomi the eerepnoniea pn^^ to the day; ho 
paused from timit to tinie to survey the throngs 
as if to aakuhrta whethor the turbulent passions 

VOL. IV. H . 
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<«f AoM armmd Um W0idd he so hoog ktfpk itad«r 
«• to'admit of Iobt duties hmg iH'oti^t to a dose 
in a msimer beeoaiitig^ the tiine and {dace* ' 

Hie prelate had just eemdaded.tks ssrriee^ 
'wken. a person advanced towaids Idnwlth a 
^eaiffi and monmfiil aspect, and asked tf tbe 
reverend father could devote a tern moMleftta lo 
'adinhiisfer eomfert toadyii^ man who was lyiag 
woanded close by* 

Tlie dmnduBan sigmfied a ready acqtdeseenee^ 
^oaidst a stiUneias whidi, -when %e sarveyed tte 
• lowering farows of one party at least of those who 
-were in the ohnrch, boded no peaceable tennina- 
tion to this lifted day. The fiither sB^doned to 
-the messengtt to show him the way, and proceed- 
ed on his mission, attended by some of those who 
weee understood to be followere of the Doughs. 

Hiere was something peculiariy strUdng, if 
not suspicions, in Ae interview which falhfwed. 
In a subterranean vault was d^Misited the person 
ef a large tali man, whose Moodfiowod oopioa^ 
through twoor^reo ghastly wounds^ and stream- 
ed amongst the troMss^S stmw on whmh he lay; 
whilo his features exhibited a mixture nf stem- 
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-uefls and fer^^Uy^. wbieh seamed prompt to kindle 
into a sliU iiip¥« sava^p^ jexpresai^ai. 

The reader will probably eoujecture that the 
pevaon in qQe$la^ai was no <»t]ier than Midiael 
•Turobull, whih wounded in the rencounter pf the 
motmngy had been left by some of his fnends 
upon di^ 9t]»w, which was arranged for him by 
way of €ou€h» to live or die as he best coiUL 
The Prelate, on entering the vault, lost no time in 
ealHsg the atitenticm of the wounded man to the 
fltate of his spiritiial affiws^ and assi^g. him to 
guch com&rt as Ihedoc^ine of the church directed 
«hoald be administered to departing siimera. The 
words exchanged between them were of that 
grave and fiievero character which passes between 
the ghostly &ther and his pupil, wl^n one world 
IS rolliag away irom the view of the sinner^ and 
another is disj^ying itself inall its terrors, and 
thundering ia the ear of the penitent that.retri* 
butioii wfaoeh the, deeds done ia the jBesh must 
needs prepare him te e^Epect^ ThisisoDeof the 
most solemn) meelingfr wl^eh eta take }Mace be* 
tween #er4Uy beingjs; «nd the courageous cha* 
«acter of the Jedwood forester, as well as the be- 



898 ^ cA^j^i^ p>;fijp^H9j78, 

man, con8idqxB*ly^ ;epjfp9^4 , ^^ ,.p^t}iof , pf the 

« TumbidJA* Wd % chi^f dfinan, « J trusf 
yq^ wiU beUeye xa.^ yirl^eji I b^,,^% it ^eves 
mj }k^9Xt to. ^€(0, thjQe .brought to thje.. situation hv 
wounds wlacb> it |s my du^ to tell, yqu^ you 
qinat consider mertaL'* 

'* Jm the chase ended then ?* said the Jedwood 
man, with a sigh. - " I care not, good fitther, for 
I think I have borne me as becomes a galfant 
qimnry, and that the old forest has lof t no credit 
by me, whether in pursuit, or in bringing to bay ; 
and even in this last matter, methinks this gay 
English knight would not have come off with 
such advantage had the ground on which we 
stood been alike indiSerent to both^ or had I beej^ 
awam pf his onset; hut it will be. seen, by any 
one who tsikes the trouble to examine^ that poor 
Michael Xl^;^bull's foot slipped twi9e in the 
]nel^t..o(lu^nii8e U had AOt be^ his Ssijte to be 
lyiog.ltere^.in. the .de«4-%W ;* while, yonder 
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* Or ^ik agony. 
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souitroh woiiili protiabljr KaVe dfed' like a dog, 
upon thik"1)l6i)d)f kkw; Iti Ms'pfece:"'" " 

The bishop replied, advising his penitent t6 
tiirn lirom' vindictive' ttt'oughfs respecting the 
death i)f otters, and" ehd'ejiv6ur to fix his atten- 
fibii upon' ' Ks own ' departure from' ' ieidstence, 



which' seemed sKoi^fly about W take place 

" Nay,'* replied the wOtitided man, '** you, 
iatlier^ undoubtedly liriow^best wliat is fit fbr me 
to do ; yet' iiiethinks it Vould not be very well 
with niei' if T'haii prolonged to thife time of day 
the task of revising ihy'liFe, and I am not the 
hian to deny that ndine has bbeli a bloody and a 
4eilperate one. But you will grant me I never 
bore malice to a brave enemy for having dk)ne 
me an injury, and sho^v me tlie ihan, being a 
Scotchman born, and having a Dattiril Ibvftfor 
iis own 'country, who Hath nbti ifi theste times, 
raster preferred a steel' cap io a hat'kiid fbSLther, 
or ' who hath nbi • beeii''ii(5r^ coriVdrsatht With 
^fawn' Wa3es "tliaii Vftll'"'praye:?^obk:V and'y^yu 
ybiirself I'now, IfaiSh^iV v^heth^l^,' iiioilr proceed- 
ings apiiiist'th^^n^sh"interesti'W^-^^ not 
imiformly had the' i^btiht^nahce of the sincere 
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&then 61 the Scotdi^ Cfirarcli> ami i^hetl^eif 
liave not been exhorted to take ^afni and makd 
use of them fi)r the honour of the' King of Scot- 
land, and the defence of our own rights.*' 

^ Undoubtedly,^ said the prelate, ^ sudi liav e 
been dor ezhortatiots towards our oppressed 
countrymen, nor do I now teach you a different; 
doctrine ; nevertheless, haying now blood around 
me, and a dying man before me, I have need to 
pray that I have not been misled firom the true 
patib, and thus become the means of misdirectii^ 
others. May Heaven forgive me if I hare done 
so, since I have only to plead my sincere and 
honest intention in excuse for the erroneous 
cou^el which' I may have given to you and 
others touching these wars. I am omscious that 
in encouraging you so to stain your swords ia 
blood, I have departed in some d^ree firom the 
character of my profession, whidi enjoins thai 
we neither shed blood, nor are the occasion of its 
being shed. May Heaven enable us to obey 
our duties and to repent of our errors, especially 
such as have occasioned the death or distress of 
our fellpw-creatures ! And, above all, may this 



rep^^t with sinc^^fity pf }^9>ying eigne to othen 
tliat which he,| wpi^d not wiUlAgly haye fuffered 
at their hsHQid P' 

^ For that matter," answered Tumbull, ^< the 
tEme has never been when I would not exchange 
a blow with the best man who ever lived ; and 
if I was not in constant practice of the sword, it 
was because I have been brought up to the use 
of the Jedwood^axe, which the English call a 
partisan, and which makes little difference, I 
understand, from the sword and poniard." 

^^ Tlie distinction is not great," said the bi* 
shop ; ^^ but I fear, my friend, that life taken 
with what you call the Jedwood-axe, gives you 
no privilege over him who commits the same 
deed, and inflicts the same injury, with any 
other weapon*" 

** "Nay, worthy father," said the penitent, ** I 
^lust own that the effect of the weapons is the 
same, as fiur as. concerns the man who suffers; 
but I would pray of you information, why a Jed- 
wood ajifn ought not to use, as is the custom of 
country, a Jedwood-axe, being, as is implied 
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fw«it»y?*'^ i '-' • ' ' •' ••'• '- ' '='■- "-^ "'" 

,^7Ph» ^Qte ,t>£iinvdCT/'. Bad Khe/ biflbip; 
f^ /e9«|i0irtGi Qpli in ^r .weapoiL witb ^rUdv tiM 

4eyrer i»fficte iipM hb'ikllov^cmitur^ and ite 
l^H^u^li oC go#d' order ^vinok he intri^dliOM iHBb 
lM»^9!»leYelyttd peaceable ercatibil; and^hit 
1gr..|urQiii|; yvHur. repenianoe iqpfa* tjiit <»iflle tfcat 
you may ibidyaxpeol to piopkiate Heafen fo^ 
yo^r oStQoeSf ai^ at the same time' to eaatp^ 
the consequences whieh are denennoed in Half 
Writ against those by whom man's blood shall 
be shed.'' 

<< But, good fiither," said the wounded many 
^f. you know as well as any one, that in this coibh 
peny^ iM^diu this very chnich, there fire upon die 
watch sctNres of both Sootdimen and EngKsb^ 
men,, who come h^e not so much to disdiarg^ 
l3m religions dutiesrof the day^ as liter&Iiy to 
bereaye each other of thdxlivefl^ and giv« a new 
example of the. horror of those fends whh^ ike 
two extremities of Bntein nonridi against etttix 
other. What conduct, then, is a poor man like 



iheto lioU?. Am Znot to ntke lUk hatid agi^ttmt 
the English, which methinks I can siSll ttitike a 
t^kvably effioient one«4^^«v>anl I, fbt*tbe feA &ne 
iotmy Ufe^ t6 hear the war^i^y when it te Yidsed, 
and hold back my sw^vd from th« fiAatiglKter? 
Miedkinks it Witt be< diilciilt, p«9hap« altogl^ther 
iii^o«8iblj9» fiir ma te^dafio^ bnt if «ulBh Is tiiie 
pl^aMpe of Heartily and yout advice, most t^r^ 
r«ad.fiil^r» mufitestionably I must d^ my beat 
to be governed by youFdiveotiens, as ef one who 
baa a right and title to direct lOA in every dilem* 
maj or casoy as tkey term it, of troubled con* 
lineace." 

" Unquestionably," said the archbishop, ** it 
is my duty, as I have already said, to g^e no 
oeeasioii this day for the shedding of blood, or 
the breach of peace ; and I must charge you, as 
my penitent^ that upon your soul's safety, you do 
not minister any oocamon to affray or bloodshed^ 
either by maintaiidng sudi in yotnr own person, 
or m(ntmg otiiera to the^same ; tor by following 
a difleient -eonese^of advice^ I am c^rtaitt tShat 
ymt as well a» myself^ would aet sinftilly dtid 
out of cheiacler/' 

n2 
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answered the huntsman ; *^ a0rtit]lde» I hapB 
k will hks YenciabeMd ia nrf &v«nr^ that I aea 
the fii»tpenaiib«Bniig the'^cunuBaae of Tombail^ 
together with the* fvoper aame aiS the ¥naee «f 
Arehaageb himselfs'Who has at aay tiaofaa been 
aUe to SBitaiii the affront onctwioiMd by flte pv»- 
seaee of a Boadirm with a diawnowotd^aacl waa 
not thMeby provdLcd to plaek finrlk hk own 
we^MBy aa4 to hiy aboat hinu" 

<^ Teke core, my aoiiy^ retemed the IVebite 
<^ daigow, ^^ and observe, that even now thoa 
art departing filym those resolutions which^ bai 
a few lainates since, thou didst ad^ upon seri- 
ous and just consideration ; wherefore do not be, 
O my son ! like the sow that has wallowed ia the 
mire, and, having been washed, repeats its act of 
pollution, and becomes again yet foider than it 
was before/' 

^^ Well, reverend father/' replied the wouiMkd 
man, *^ although it seems almost unnatural for 
Scottish men and English to meet and part with- 
out a buffet, yet I will endeavour most faithfully 
not to minister any occasion of strife, nor, i£ 



be imiilisteiiedi to me*'' • > > . i ^ < . ^ 

^ Iti doi&gpM^". telmed fte bUkof^ ^ thou iv9t< 
l)(diti'alon# for the njoiy^ioli dton^luMtidoiie to 
Ife lanrof He2ifte]i> npoftiibiDaiev ocattioii% aa^d 
thou sink pmresi; the oiws^ ftor strife betirizt 
thee^and tiiybtetJiaBeii of the southern kiid^ aai 
sink €0chew the tcmptetiom toiwurds that bkod» 
goMnftflB whieh is so rife in this our day and 
generation. And do not think that I fm imposing' 
lifMm thee^ by tiifise admonitions^ a duly more 
diffienlt than it k in thy oovenaat to bear, as a 
man sMid as a Chrie^aan* Imysdf amamaD,and 
a Seetchman, and, as such, I feel offi^ded at the 
unjust conduct of the English towards our conn* 
try and sovereign ; and tiiinfcing as you do your- 
self, I know what yoa must suffer when you are 
obliged to submit to national insults, unretaUated 
and unrevenged. But let us. not conceive our- 
gelres the agents of that retributive vengeance 
whidi Heaven has, in a peculiar degree, decla- 
red to be its own attribute. Let us, while we 
see and feel the injuries inflicted on our own 
country, not forget that our own raids, ambus* 
cades, and surprisab, have been at least equally 



fiitUr to iim^EttgBtk^mtOmii nUMiA^^fgd^ fn^fs 

itt^l3:e'itaaner5 SililinalkfliiB dfilbiJbcf^iii€i9(4to<L 
fKMeaoB botii itdes/' . -. nu'i 

^ I ftm oostentedv'' aaaireMd ToiafaiB^r'^Sto 
i^Utn irani i&<yflmce8 towaidsoliktiB, jn4 (Aall 
even endeftvoor to keep myself ftoiB Desartng 
tkoeaof irtfaesi tDwsrds ine^ a dieliQ|ie>jif brii^- 
lag to pass such a quie^and goiHjtrtatei^f ^Uogs 
as your worck, revez^nd hAeaty indaM oie to 
expeef Tumitig his huse to tk»wall, ibe Bor~ 
d^et lay- in stem>e^KpectBtio& of >apprQadkijiig 
death, wU^ 1^ IM^liop left Urn to conteisftete. 

Tbe peaoeM digposkiAii wlddli tke fudate liad 
inquired iato Miehad Tumbally had in mme 
degree difibsed itself among ^o>e |ireaan<^; nfio 
heaadwi^ awe the spmtiial admonition tftii98-. 
pend th^ national antipadiy^ andxeiaaiin in tEE|ee 
jaoid aicdty with each odier. Hearen had» how-» 
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m^mxk€^ih]tHid,^iBd^\MBU^ flboiil4 >lbfit 

-p-. s A^ioiidiflDiififlli wivfamkofrnts^i isei^littBg^ to . fto^ 
i^elid^lMiKi tencpqdi 'dDeieaartli^ mfaiiil.ixmgp tbreugh 
/tbe dmndiy aiidtoiisi3d4keiaitealfo|i(t<^jfe^ 
-'^ieitt Md'iroiBU)Bp«rt>^eii; aBSfpoaUeoLi \Motl.of 

- Aiosewbo' 'heard' tiuaaetviasUke! aiMinds^ilittook 
themselves to their weapons^ alt U diejf conaideited 

'it uselete to \twt aay^ longer fnv.di^raigpal of 
odniiol.^ Haagge Takes^* rade efIc^«^wit^^MMl» the 

:'rattle'«f swords againat their dieatlkest: or their 
idttBhiiig against ofber pieoeaof aBOioiir^ ga^e mi 

- atirlal prasage of an onaet, whioh^ hevever^ urns 
for a time averted hy ibe «dortationft of thaarch- 
bi8h<y|K A second fletarash of triuiipeta hftving 
taken place^ the voice' «f a hesald made proola* 
mation to the fbUoving ptorpoae :-^ 

^ That whereasr tiketewevt maajr nobfe" pur* 
8|dvants of chivalry ^esentiljr assembled ia the 
Kivk af 'Bottglas^. and whereas there existed 
among them the. usual causes of qaarrel and 
p^ts of debate for tiieor advanoemasht in chi* 
valry, therefor^ the Scottish knights were ready 
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to figjkt any mnnber oi die Eaglitk nbrmig^ 
be agtetdy eiikher upon iim tiipenoir bfttsljr <^ 
ibeir ladies^ or upoo the.iiiii^]iaLqiiafr«t in aay 
of its brandies^ or iip«« wbaitsorrer pokit mig^t 
be at iflsue betw^een theuy wbicb sbould be 
deemed setiiMGactery groimd'of qnanrelby botb; 
and llie knigbts wfaoeboold daaee to be wOTsled 
in snch <fiqNite» ahoold renounce ike proeecntioii 
thereof, or the bearing anna therein thevea£ker» 
with aoefa othor c(mditiona to enane npea their 
defeat as mqgfat be agreed npon by a council «f 
the knig'htB present at the Kiikof I>o«^]asafoi»> 
said* But firaettost of all, any number of Seot- 
tish knights, from one to tueenty, will defend the 
quarrel whidi has afaready drawn blood, tooching 
die freedom oi Lady Aug^osta de B^kely, and 
the r^dition of Doij^las Castle to the owner 
here present. Wherefore it is required that the 
£jaglish knights do intimate their cmisest that 
jmch trial of valour take place, which, according 
to the rules of chiyalry, they cannot refiise, with- 
out losing utterly the reputation of valour, and 
incurring tiie diminution of such other degree 
of estimation as a courageous pursuivant of arms 
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wouJid wiffinglj be held in, both by the good 
knights of his own country, and those of others." 

This unexpected gi^e of battle realized the 
worst fears of those who had looked with suspi • 
cion on the extraordtnary assemblage this day 
of the dependants of the House of Douglas. 
Afiter a short pause, the trumpets again flourished 
lustily, when the rqply of the Knglish knights 
was made in the foUowisg terms :-^ 

*^ That God £orbid the rights and privileges of 
England's knights, and the beauty of her damsels, 
should not be asserted by her children, or that 
such English knights as were here assembled, 
should show the least backwardness to accept 
the combat offered, whether grounded upon the 
superior beauty of their ladies, or whether upon 
the causes of dispute between the countries, for 
either or all of which the knights of England 
here present were willing to do battle in the 
terms of the indenture aforesaid, while sword 
and lance shall endure. Saving and excepting 
the surrender of the Castle of Douglas, which 
€89 be rendered to no one but England's king^ 
or those acting under his orders." 
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CHAPTER XIII. , 

Cry ihe wM W-note, let iht duifaipiM jpittK, ' ' 

Upon Saint Andrew thrice can they thus oy^ 

And thrice they shout on he^ht, 

Atul-tlwit laarkAl iibtm oa llie EngHpiuMi^ 

At I Ucre told yoa. ri^t. 

Saint George die bright, onr ladies' knight* 

To name th«y w^e ftili faitt ; 

Oar Engliahsaen they ciwd on h*ight» 

And thriee they shout again. , 

9 4 

Ths extraordinary crUis mentioned in the 
preceding chapter, was the cause, as may be 
supposed, of the leaders on 1y>th sides iipw 
throwing aside all conQealmen|;a and displaying; 
their utmost strengthji by mnrs^lling t^e^, 
respective adherents ; thei r^own^d Kni^t <rf j 
Douglas, vitl^ Sir Malqqlm FifUfipg. a?d otjier^ 
distinguished q^aliei:s,.'^ere. .script jjn cto^e W||- 
sultation* . 



Sir John de Walton, startled by the first flou- 
rish of trumpets, while anxiously endeavouring 
to secure a retreat for the Lady Augusta, was in 
a moment seen collecting his followers, in which 
he was assisted by the active friendship of the 
Knight of Valence, 

The Lai^.ofiEterk^y, showed m craven spirit 
at these w^afiSke^'pfepB,n^^m; wtn^ odvaihcedy 
closely follbwed by (lie faithful l^ertram, and a 
female in a ridii^^hood^ whoM Csboey though care- 
fully concealed, was no other than that of the 
unfortunate Margaret deiHautUeu, whose worst 
fears had been teftHzled' as to the ikitfal^ssness of 
her betrothed knight. 

A pause ensued, which for some time no one 
present thought hlinself of authority sufficient to 
breaki 

At last the Knight 6t Douglas stepped tor- 
ward and daid, londl;^, ** l^ait'tb kiiow whether 
Sir John de Walt6n requests leiive of Jjttnes of 
Douglas, to evacuate his castle without further 
wasting that dayKglit tt^hich might show us to 
judge a feir* field, and whfether he craves Dou- 
glas's leave and protection in doing so ?'* 



TheKoiglit of Walton d«cnrIuft«waixL »I 
liold Ibe Caflde of Bongimr-he mid^ '«ia ip^ 
€£ tik 4«tdl]rv**-eiid never wfl) I ask ike prolee* 
tian iron any <aie ^ri^k my own «WQcd ia ooon^ 
potent to affwpd me I" 

^< I stand by yon^ Sir John»" amd Aym^ da 
Val^io^ '^ as your true cenuade, against what- 
eTor odds may oppoee tkemaelirea to us*'' 

^ Coniage, noble English," said tke voice o£ 
Greenleaf ; '^ take your weapons, in God's naiac. 
Bows and bills ! bows and bills ! — ^A raeasengjer 
brings us notice that Pembroke is in full marck 
luther from the borders of Ayrshire, and will be 
with us in half an hour* Fight on, gaUant Eng^ 
lish ! Valence to the rescue ! and long life to 
the gallant Earl of Pembroke !" 

Those Euglish within and around the ckurdk 
no longer delayed to take arms^ and De Wakon, 
crying out at the height of his voice, '^ I ks^dore 
tiie Douglas to look nearly to the safety of the 
ladies,** fought his way to the church door ; the 
Soottisk finding themselves unable to resist tke 
impression of terror which affected them at tke 
sight of this renowned kn^kt, seconded by his 
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bfotiieF^hMmBis bdflkof whott lUidbecm^so long^ 
the termr of the distii«C In die iMttuAtkne, it 
19 possible ^i D^ Widton might idte^tkef linre 
forced liisf way out of the ehurch, had he m^ been 
met boldly by the young son of Thomas Dickson 
of HaseUide, while his father was recetving from 
Douglas the ehaige of presemng the stranger 
ladies from aU harm from Ae ight^ which, so 
long suspended, was now on the point of taking 
pla«e. 

De Walton, in die meantime, casthis eye upon 
the Lady Augusta, with a desire ai rushing to 
the rescue ; but was forced to conclude, that he 
provided best for her safety by tevnng her under" 
the protection of Douglas's honour. 

Young Dickson, in the meantime, heaped blow 
on blow, seconding with all his juvemle courage 
every effort he ooidd make, in order to attain the 
priase due to the conqueror of the renowned De 
Waltxin* 

^* Saiy boy," at length said Sir John, who had 
for some time fbrbome the stripling, << take, then, 
thy death from a noble hand^ since thou preferrest 
that to peace and length of days/' 
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his dyings breath ; « I hsAra tt^'l^g t/Aottgb; 
sinte iharmfkept ^w bo lobj^'in ifccj pbic€[ i^ere 

And tbeiyovth 9M^tt\xlfi'fitB» hfd'tSltiev^ 
agdn to tfae^ ^the I>*iiglB»rMrtbod ia'liisr]pb^, 
wdwkhiMl a wtnd spttklA/'agfthi' tngti^lNl irHk 
De Walton in the sam^feniiSdibfe 0in!g;le iMtt^' 
haty bjr wUoh diey had ali«ady ' bMil ^BMfiCK 
g^niahed, but with ov«n additional fturjr. - Aymer 
de Valence drew up to his fiieitd De Walt^n'9 
left handy and seemed bat to desire the apolb^ 
of one of Douglas's people alteiliptingto second 
huDyto join in tbefeiy; holafihesa^ho'pevsctai. 
who seemed dtfpesed to giv^ him sndi oi^<mp^ 
taBiti|r» he repressed the inelinatfon, aoaNi remained 
att nnmUiag spectator. Atteigdiltseeaft^dastf' 
FleiaBng, who dtoodforamdnt ammg tiie StaH^dA ' 
knights, was desBureus to akewuife hfacm^o^diiHih'- 
DeValenocw Ayinnr Umsttlf^ bttniSng> ttdth'^e 
deftif e «f eoBibat, at lasl? odled^MC^^^ lUtiilcJbs- 
Kjdght of iBo^halll' i^ fotdi mid dctfilnd ydttt^ 
self against die LtapttWlon ^f'htkmg d^lfm^' 



t . 
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, ,<< . il^y 9||^\i^0t!," -saad >Fl0aiBg»< l^.^wn tola 1««^ 
gross taunt, hangs by my side.'' .Ii&>:ihi -iostaiit' 
Lis 9^gv>rd.W9fl ii^ iMlwidf and even the pmedied 
\|W:i^iQF^ Tf Ihi looted .(^9 Ak difficulty in idi^ 
cdv^iog the pD9g7f»s 4)f the- stetf^, which rathar 
Yen^onbled a tiittiideiHStonn in a moanlafaiotis 
cofieMllys than the stnoke and pany of tmo swordi, 
o&ndiiDg on the one side, and kefl^ing the de* 
fensive oa the other* 

Their blows were eocohanged with surprising 
i^piitity ; and although the two oombajtants did 
not equal Douglas and De Walton in nudnts^n- 
ing a certain degree of reserve^ founded upon 
a respect which these knights matually enteiw 
taaned £f>r eadi other, yet ike want of art was 
supplied by a degree of Ituy , which gave chance 
at least an equal share, in the issue* 

Seeing their superiara<ihiis desperately «ig»* 
gedy the partisras, as diey were aeeustomed, 
stood stiU on.eidiar ttdOf and looked on with the 
reverence which they inslJaetMrely paid- to tfceir 
commanders and leaders in arms. One or two 



fifths women W4pe in the metan^e attivu9le4 
according to the natuxe of the gex,- by ^mpmmm 
for tboBC ti^o had abeady «xpfrieiieed the <^- 
analties (rf var. Young Dickson, biwalhiogAiB 
last aasong the feci oi tha Qombatanti, wm in 
amne sort neacuad from, die tnmoltbjr the Xadf 
4e Bericaly, in wham the aoticai aeemed.leiB 
atraage» owing to the pilgrim's cbe^s wlneh ahe 
atill retained, and who in yaia eodeaymMd I0 
.aolidt the attention of the boy's lither to the 
task in which she was engaged* 

^ Comber yoniaelf not» lady » about that n^hiek 
is boodessp" said old. XKdkson, ^ and distract net 
your own attention and mine hem pveserving 
you» whom it is the IXniglas's wish to rtstnoj and 
-whom, so please God end Saint Bride» I cessider 
as placed by my duefiain under my chatge. Be^ 
lieve mci this youth's death b in no way fili g yt 
teu, though this be not the time to remember ik» 
A time will comSe ioft receUeetioB» and aa homr 
fiHT roTenge." 

JSo said the stem old man, vev^ordng. hie eyes 
from the bloody eerpae which ky al his £se^ a 
model of beauty and strength. Haying tdb» 
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en^ m&fe aaxtoiig' look; he tdmed rrand, and 
placed; himself 'Whetfe he t6iM (neKf pvotect ^ 
Lady of Berk«ly, Bot agAin ti&Aiiig his eyes on 
luB son^s bedy. 

In the interim the combat continued, without 
the least cessation on either side, and without a 
decided- advantage. At length, however, fate 
seemed disposed to interfere $ die Knight of 
Flemfaig, poshing fiercely forward, and brought 
by chance inmost close to the person of the Lady 
Margaret Hautlien, missed his blow, and his foot 
alidSng in the blood of the young victim, Dick* 
son, he fell before his antagonist, and was in 
immiBent danger of being at his mercy, when 
Margaret de HaotUeu, who inherited the soul of 
a warrior, and, besides, was a very strong, as well 
as an undaianted person, seeing a mace of no great 
•weajn^ lying on the floor, where it had been 
^r<^ by ^ fidlen Dickson, it atthe same instant 
caught her ey ey armed hear hand, and intercepted 
or stmdc down the sword of Sir Aymer de 
Valence, who would otherwise have remained the 
master of the diay at that interesting moment 
Eleauing had ubore to do to avail himself of aa 
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unexpected eiuiM^'w fMMMfy^' 

beeii to suigimff BrovgM aM> 
reooTered tiie uofBiiti^li m sshtImI^ vmI ' 
IB the eoMbf €fci» to^ ti^ t^p ll^iMlniJUb 
ttiilag;Qaitt» wit* Ml m lliie Yinr«iiMi%^iAilt tibe 
voiee <tf Ui cmqMtw> if mhiMm( ftiUfMtf W 
terttted aadi, re tomded l ihiUfc lii^^fcttiAiiMl 
the fii«d wwrds, << YiiM tfwe^ AyHMi d» ¥riwioe 
— rescue or oo rescue— yMd diee f yiiM thssl^ 
he added, as he placed his swwd to^ ikMalrf 
llie fidlen knigfat^ «« not to me, h«t te Ihls mMs 
Lady — rescue or no rescnek** 

With a heavy heart tfie Englisk kfligfct|>cr* 
ceired that he had fldrly lost m fctwiahih an 
opportunity oi aequiringf ftme, an^ ww oh%ed 
to sulHiiit to his destiny, or be shuii wp9ti ^ 
BpoiL There wm only one doaaoklteni llgl »o 
battle was ever more KiMioaiably Btistebie4 bebg 
gained as nmdb by tkM^t is by vdMr; 

The &te of th^ proMMedatti^iespei^ eoaiP 
bat between Doiq^ttldlMWillAndidBiilBi^ 
longer reniun in siaqpeBse; indked, iImi wiiialifr 
of conquests in single contbat aduoTed by the 
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PmI^ hk dwie wmm$ wat m i^fsit) a* to ni^e 

■liMiglli Mid «ki]l» WMA # taiMnof lu^ght ta 

aia% j«# e^p»l ill lh# art «C. WSTii 

. r80 hmrMfmtk ww^lkait wli»ii Ibree qnarten 

■0I lii iMfliF iHid iMitiirf in luwd eontoati Doiudaa 

iqI «W fatpi^la^lMMir M»iie figpoa that tji^ir ha- 
Hwii .taiies. «^ef9 ieatts^ the effect of the dread- 
Adj^gjtfftioH' TbMc UowB began to be diawn 
MMe «l^l7, wd.were parrifkl with less celerity. 
Douglas, seeing that the coa^bat must soon come 
^ fua eAdy- gen^oUiBly made » signal) intimaling 
^tp tto^antwgjiyniat to hoid his hand for an instant. 
» - <* iBrj^iVe Pe Walton/' he said, ^^ there is no 
jHortal quarrel between iis» and ypi^ must be 
fflTMihlf thai in this Dasaaiie jof armSi Douirlas* 

* 

iboHgh he Wv<v47 liWth'hbjQi^ird.and]^ dfoah, 
has al7ito||ied^ifr«||i>j(a^^ l^drantage 

immii^Mfiifd^^r^f 4w«pWf mdi;^ gcaves of 
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my ancestors, form a reasonaUe reward for a 
knight to fight for, and call Bp<m me in an im- 
perative Toice to prosecute the strife which has 
such an object, while you are as welcome to the 
noble lady, in all honour and safety, as if you 
had received her from the hands of King Ed- 
ward himself; and I give you my word, that the 
utmost honours which can attend a prisoner, and 
a careful absence of every thing like ii\)ury or 
insult, shall attend De Walton when he yields 
up the castle, as well as his sword, to James •f 
Douglas.'' 

^ It is the fate to which I am perhaps damn- 
ed,'' replied Sir John de Walton ; ^^ but nev^ 
will I voluntarily embrace it^ and never shall it 
be said that my own tongue, saving in the last 
extremity, pronounced upcm me the &tal sen- 
tence -to sink the point of my own sword. Fem^ 
broke is upon the march widi im whole army, 
to rescue the garrison of Bouglas. I hess the 
tramp of his horse's feet even naw^ and I will 
maintain my ground while I am within reach e£ 
support; nor do I fear that the breath whidk 
now begins to fail will not last long enough to 
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fifiiiold the struggle till the arrival of the ex-^ 
pected succour. Come on, then, and treat me 
not as a child, but as one who, whether I stand 
or fall, fears not to encounter the utmost force 
«f my knightly antagonist^' 

<< So be it then," said Douglas, a darksome 
hue, like the lurid colour of the thunder-doud, 
changing his brow as he spoke, intimating that 
he meditated a speedy end to the contest, when, 
just as the noise of horses' feet drew nigh, a 
Wdsh knight, known as such by the diminutive 
size of his steed, his naked limbs, and his bloody 
spear, called out loudly to the combatants to hokL 
their hands. 

" Is Pembroke near ?' said De Walton. 

" No nearer than Loudon Hill," said the Pres- 
tatitin ; ^^ but I bring his commands to John de 
Walton." 

<^ I stand ready to obey them through every 
.danger," answered the knight. 

« Woe is me," said the Welshnuin, ^ that 
my mouth should bring to the ears of ^o brave 
« man tidings so unwelcome \ The Earl ^ 
JE^embroke yesterday received information tibat 
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the Castle of Douglas was attacked by die son 
of the deceased Earl, and the whole inhabitants 
of the district. Pembroke, on hearing this, re- 
solved to march to your support, noble knight, 
with all the forces he had at his disposal. He 
did so, and accordingly entertained every assu- 
rance of relieving the castle, when unexpectedly 
he met, on Loudon Hill, a body of men of no 
very inferior force to his own, and having at their 
head that famous Bruce whom the Scottish rebels 
acknowledge as their kiug. He marched in- 
stantly to the attack, swearing he would not even 
draw a comb through his grey beard until he had 
rid England of this recurring plague. But the 
fate of war was against us." 

He stopt here for lack of breath. 

** I thought so !" exclaimed Douglas. '* Ro- 
bert Bruce will now sleep at night, since he has 
paid home Pembroke for the slaughter of his 
friends and the dispersion of his army at Meth* 

uen Wood. His men are, indeed, accustomed 

" ■ ■ ■ ■ . . • . . •. . • , ^ 

to meet with dangers, and to conquer them : 
those who follow him have been trained under 
Wallace, besides being partakers of the perils 
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of Bruce himself* It was thought that the waves 
had swallowed them when they shipped them-* 
selves from the west ; but know, that the Bruce 
was determined with the present reviving spriiig 
to awaken his pretensions, and that he retires 
not from Scotland again while he lives, and while 
a single lord remains to set his foot by his sove- 
reign, in spite of all the power which has been so 
feloniously employed against him.** 
■ *^ It is even too true," said the Welshman 
Meredith, " although it is said by a proiid 
Scotchman. — The Earl of Pembroke, complete-^ 
ly defeated, is unable to stir from Ayr, towards 
which he has retreated with great loss ; and he 
sends his instructions to Sir John de Walton, to 
make the best terms he can for the surrender of 
the Castle of Douglas, and trust nothing to his 
support." 

The Scottish, who heard this unexpected newSy 
joined in a shout so loud and energetic, that the 
ruins of the ancient church seemed actually to 
rock, and threaten to fall on the heads of those 
who were crowded within it. 

The brow of De Walton was overclouded at 
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the Bew»of Pembn^e'sdefettt, althoogb la sane 
respects it placed him at liberty to trice measiiyes 
er the safety of Lady Berkely. He could bo^ 
hmrer^Ty daim the same honourable terms wiaA 
bad been ofibred to him by Douglas before die 
news of the battle of London Hill had arrired 

^ Noble knight," he said, '< it is aitirely at 
your pleasure to dictate the terms ei surrender 
of your paternal castle ; nor have I a rig^t to 
daim from yon those conditions which, a little 
nrhile since, your generosity put in my offer. 
But I submit to my fate ; and upon whatever 
terms you think fit to grant me, I must be con* 
tent to offer to surrender to you the weapon, of 
which I now put the point in the earth, in eyi-' 
dence that I will never mare direct it against 
you until a fair ransom shall place it once more 
at my own disposaL" 

*' God forbid,'* answered the* noble James of 
Douglas, ^ that I should take such advants^ <^ 
Ae bravest knight out of not a few^ who* have 
flMmd me work in battle I I will take exanj^ 
from the Knight of Fleming, who has gaUant^ 
bestowed his captive in guerdon upon a noble 
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Aansel here present; and in like manner I tneam^ 
fer my claim upon the person of the redoubted 
Knight of Walton, to the high and noble Lady 
^Augusta Berkely, who, I hope, will not scorn 
to accept from, the Douglas a gift which the 
ehance of war has thrown into his hands.'' 

Sir John de Walton, on hearing this nnez* 

pected decision, looked up lil^e the traveller whu 

discovers the beams of the sun breaking through 

«nd dispersing the tempest which has acc«n^ 

nied him for a whole morning* The Lady of 

Berkely recollected what became her rank, and 

showed her sense of the Douglas's chivalry* 

Hastily wipii^ off the tears which had unwiUU 

kigly flowed to her eyes, while her lover's safety 

and her own were resting on the precimous UsM 

of a desperate combat, she assumed &e look 

proper to a heroine of that age, who did not fsd 

averse to accept the importance whidi was oon«« 

ceded to her by the general voice of the chivalry 

•f the period. Stepping forward, bearing her 

ip^aon giacefiilly, yet modestly, in the attkade 

of a lady accustomed to be looked to in diffi^ 

eulties. like die-present^ she addressed the 
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ence.iA 4 tpne whidi oiight not bam miabeoome 
the Goddess. 4tf Battle iisp«f8u^/ hei; influoooe 
at die close Oif a fieU ooveredrnth the -dead and 
the dyinig. 

<< The opble Daug)a%" she s^id, ^^ dudl not 
pass without a prize from jhe field whieh h# hps 
so nobly won. This rich struig of brilfiantiy 
which my ancestor won from the Sultan of Tre- 
bl/sond^ itself a prize of battle, will be honomred 
by sustaining, under the Douglas's anix^ur, ,a 
lode of hair of the £Drtunate lady whom the tic- 
tprious lord has adopted for his guide in chivalry ; 
and if the Douglas, till he shall adorn it with 
that lock, will permit the honoured lock of hair 
which it now bears to retain its station, she on 
whose head it grew will hold it as a signal that 
poor Augusta de Berkely is pardoned ibj having 
gaged any mortal man in strife with the Knig^ 
of Douglas*" 

" Woman's love," replied the Douglas, " shall 
not divorce this locket fx^nm my bosQm» whi^I 
will keep till the. last, day of my, }if^ pis emhjb- 
mati(^ of &mal^,wprtb and fem^^ vurtue*. , Apd, 
not to encroach upon tbe valued md hoiiwcild 
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proifin^ of Sb John 6e Watlt^n, be it known to 
alt men^ tlmt vrh^ieteT fiSiall say tlat Lady Au- 
gusta Ae Betkely hasr, in this entangled matter, 
acted otherwise than becomes the noblest of her 
sex, he will do "well to be teftdy to maintain such 
a proposition- with his lance, againsit James of 

Dottglaisi in ^ fei^ field/^ 

Tliis speech was heard with approbation on 
all sides ; and the news brought by Meredith of 
l^e defeat of the Earl of Pembroke, and his sub- 
sequent retreat, reconciled the fiercest of the 
English soldiers to the surrender of Douglas 
Castie. The necessary conditions were speedily 
agreed on, which put the Scottish in possession 
of this stronghold, together with the stores, both 
of arms ^tid ammunition, of every kind, which 
it contained. The garrison had it to boast, that 
they obtained a free passage, with their horses 
and arms, to return by the shortest and safest 
route to the marches of England, without either 
sirfFering or inflictiiig damage, 

Margaret of Hatftllferu was not behind in act- 
ing ageneroiii ^art } the gallant Krii^ht of Va- 
lence waST'allofreft tb accompany his friend De 
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Walton and the Lady Angusia to England, smd 
without ransom. 

The veneraUe prelate erf Olasgov, seeing 
irhat appeared at one time likely to end in a 
general eonflicty terminate so aospicionsly for 
his country, contented himself with bestowing^ 
his blessing on the assembled midtitode, and 
ivtiriag widi thoae who came to assist in the 
service of the day. 

• This SQBrender of Douglas Castle upon the 
Fdm Sunday of 19th March, 1306-7, was tike 
b^;inning of a career of conquest ^ich was 
uninterrupted, in which the greater part ol the 
strengths and fortresses of Scotland were yieU* 
ed to those who asserted the liberty of ^eie 
country, until the crowning mercy was gained 
m the celebrated field of Bannockbnm, where 
tlie Englii^ sustained a defeat more disastrmat 
than is mentioned upon any other occasum in 
Aeir annals. Little need be said of the &te of 
the persons of this story. King Edward waft 
greatly enraged at Sir John de Walton for ha- 
ying surrendered the Castle of Douglas^ seew- 
ring at the same time his own object, the envied 
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lifiiid of the heiress of Berkely. The knights 
to whom he referred the matter as a subject of 
enquiry, gave it nerertheless as their opinion 
that De Walton was void of all censure, having 
discharged his duty in its fullest extent, till the 
commands of his superxHr o&e&t obliged him to 
surrender the Dangerous Casde. 

A sii^ular renewal of intercourse took place, 
many months afterwards, between M^yrgaret 
of Hauilieu and her lover. Sir IVfolcolm Fle- 
ming. The use whidi the lady made of her 
freedom, land of the doom of the Scottish. ParUa^ 
ment, which put her in possession of her Other's 
inheritance, was to follow her adventurous spi- 
rit through dangers not usually encountered by 
those of her sex ; and the Lady of Haudieu was 
not only a daring follower of the chase, but it 
was said that she .was even not daunted in the 
battle-field. ISie remained faithfol to the polite 
cal principles which she had adopted at an early 
period ; and it seemed as if she had formed the 
gaBant resolution of shaking the god Cupid from 
her horse's mane, if not treading him beneath 
her horse's feet. 
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The Fleming, although he had vanished from 
the nelghhouihbod of the counties of Lanark and 
Ayr, made an attempt to state his apology to 
the Lady de Hautlieu herself, who returned his 
letter unopened, and remained to all appearance 
resolved never again to enter upon the topic of 
their original engagement. ' It chanced, how- 
ever, at a later period of the war with England, 
while Fleming was one night travelling upon the 
Border, after the ordinary fashion of one who 
sought adventures, a waiting-maid, equipped in 
a fantastic habit, asked the protection of his arm 
in the name of her lady, who, late in the even- 
ing, had been made captive, she said, by certain 
ill-disposed caitiffs, who were carrying her by 
force through the forest. The Fleming's lance 
was, of course, in its rest, and woe betide the 
faitour whose lot it was to encounter its thrust ; 
the first fell, incapable of &rther combat, and 
another of the felons encountered the same fate 
with little more resistance. The lady, released 
from the discourteous cord which restrained her 
liberty, did not hesitate to join company with 
the brave knight by whom she had been rescued I 
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and although the darkness did not permit hereto 
recognise her old lover in her liberator, yet she 
could not but lend a willing ear to the conver- 
sation with which he entertained her, as they 
proceeded on ihe way. He spoke of the fallen 
caitiffs as being Englishmen, who found a plea- 
sure in exercising oppression and barbarities upon 
the wandering damsels of Scotland, and whose 
cause, therefore, the champions of that country 
were bound to avenge while the blood throbbed 
in their veins. He spoke of the injustice of the 
national quarrel which had afforded a pretence 
for such deliberate oppressiop; and the lady, 
who herself had suffered so much by the inter* 
ference of the English in the affairs of Scot* 
land, readily acquiesced in the sentiments which 
he expressed on a subject which she had so much 
reason for regarding as an afflicting one. Her 
answer was given in the spirit of a person who 
would not hesitate* if the times should call for 
such an example, to defend even with her hand 
the ri&:hts which she asserted with her ton&:ue. 

Pleased with the sentiments which she ex« 
pressed, and recognising in her voice that secret 
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ohtan, which, once impressed upon llie hnmaiK 
heart) is rarely wrought out of the ranembraace 
by a long train of subsequent events, he almost 
persuaded himself that the tones were familiar 
to him, and had at one time formed the key to 
his inaermost affections. In proceeding on their 
journey, the knighfs troubled state of mind was 
augmented instead of being diminished* The 
scenes of his earliest youdi were recalled by cir- 
cumstances so slight, as would in ordinary cases 
have produced no effect whatsoever ; the senti- 
ments appeared simSar to tjkose which his life 
had been devoted to enforce, aiid he half per- 
suaded himself that the dawn of day was to be 
to him the beginning of a fwtune equally on- 
gular aod ertraordinary. 

In the midst of this anxiety. Sir Maloofan 
Fleming had no anticipation that the lady whom 
he had heretofore rejected was again d»0wn 
^to his path, after years of absence ; stil les^ 
irhen daylight gave him a parlaal view of has 
fair coii]|>anion's countenance, was he prepared 
t» believe that he was once again to term idm- 
felf the >ch^Bpion of Margaret de Tiaiit1ieu» hat 



CAaXLS DAKG£]tmJ& 827 

it was 80« The kdy, on that direful monuBg 
when she retired, from the churdi of Douglas, 
had^BOt resolved (indeed what lady ever did ?) to 
renounoe, without some struggle, • the beauties 
which she had onee possessed. A long process 
of time, employed under skilful hands, had suc- 
ceeded in obUterating the scars which remained 
as the marks of her fall. These were n^ow con- 
siderably effaced, and the lost organ of sight no 
longer appeared so great a blemish, concealed, 
aa it was, by a black ribbon, and the arts of the 
tirewoman, who made, it her business to shadow 
it over by a lock of hair. In a word, he saw the 
same Margaret de Hautlieu, with no very dif- 
ferent style of expression from that which her 
£EU3e, partaking of the high and passionate cha- 
racter of her soul, had always presented. It 
seemed to both, therefore, that their £cte, by 
bringing them tog^ether after a separation which 
appeared so deeisire, had intamated its fiat that 
•their fortunes were inseparable from each other* 
By the time that the summer sun had climbed 
high in the heayens, the two trairellexs rode 
apart from their retinue, oonversiii^ together 
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matters fti ^fiseiissknirjb^AiMem^t^i^i^^,^ j^ 
thatt time it'wai^ made geuvt^kfkxifffm %9B^ 
Sbodand^ tbat' Sb; Malcplm Elea4q9«,f# J^^ 
Lady Margaret de 'HttadMWiV»xsf^'t^.,bfi VW^^ 
at clie cowt cf the gtiod Kiog.^Ql^e^ i^tt^^ 
hnsbaird invested wilb the iMmoii^.^gf J^^;ar 
a:iid Omn^rnAild, an earldom sp <loi|g \^qi^^vfi 
the 'bODaSiy of Flemiiig. • . . t . 
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The gende xeader is a<$qu^te<}r th;^]!^, these 
are, in all probabilky, the last tales \rhiph it ^U 
be the lot of the Author to submit .tp (h^ public. 
He ig nofw on the eve. of vi»|t]«^for.^gn p^ts ; a 
ahip of war is commiauoned by its B^ayfi^, ^9^i»T 
to qarry the Author of, WAVej^y^to cjUpipjbes in 
which he may possiUy obtaio .^^(^ ar.re9toiation 
of health' as may serve 'him. to jqpiq h^ ^oad, to- 
an end in his own country.^ .I|i^dbe. continiied 
to prosecute his usual litecary laboursiA.it, ^eems 
indeed probable, that at the term of years he 



Has d!feadyiitt&iiled> li» Jbowl> 4;a ime the pa^ 
ihetic Itogu^ of »Soi%ti]>e^-WQuld Jhave been^ 
Inroken' at'tlk^ifouffftaitt^aildjitlie^c^ on#y wha 
has '^njo j^^d ' <m ' the 'nHiok aa imiBommoa ^are 
of illte iilosft in^MimaUe o£ ^otldiy .blemngs, be 
entitled t6 cQrA^^isixi^ likat life^ advaacing to its 
periddy 'idiould be attended with its usual pro^ 
portiokisi itf shadows ftiid storaife* They have 
affected him at least in no more painful manner 
than is inseparable from the discharge of this part 
of the debt of humanity. Of those whose rela* 
tion to him in the ranks of life might have insured 
him their sympathy under indisposition, many 
are now no more; and those who may yet foUow 
in his wake, are entitled to expect, ia bearing 
inevitable evils, to example of firnmess and pa-< 
tience, more especially on the part of one who 
has enjoyed no small good fortune during the 
course of his pilgrimage# 

The public have claims <6n his gratitude, for 
which the Author of Waverley has no adequate 
means of expression ; but he may be permitted 
to hope, that the powers of his mind, such as 
they are, may not have a different date from 

VOL, IV, p 
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liiose of his body ; and that he nay agam meet 
kis patronizing friends, if not exactly in Ids old 
&shi<m of Hterature, at least in some branchy 
Irhif^ may not call forth the remark, that — 

Snperflooiu lags tlie yetenm on tlie stage. 
Abbotsfobd, September, 1831. 



THE END. 
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